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City Council July 13, 2026 
Legislative Session  Agenda 7:30 PM 

 
  
VIDEO BROADCASTING & RECORDING   

 Meeting videos are broadcast live and published on YouTube.com 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofmountvernon3369 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
Mount Vernon City Council  
Committee Meeting Schedule  
July 13, 2026 

 Time Topic Under Discussion Committee 

5:50 – 6:10 p.m. Executive Session to Discuss Employee Discipline Employee & Comm. Relations 
 - Keener 

6:10 – 6:20 p.m. GMP-1 for Mount Vernon Police Station Finance & Budget 
- Mahan 

6:20 – 6:40 p.m. Proposed Arista Villas Incentives  
 (Ordinances 2026-24 & 26) 

Land Use & Development 
- Jacklin 

6:40 – 6:45 p.m. Resolution 2026-69 Lease for 9 E High St. Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

6:45 – 6:50 p.m. Resolution 2026-74 A Final Resolution Regarding 
PID 116840 

Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

6:50 – 6:55 p.m. Resolution 2026-75 Construction Manager at Risk 
for Mount Vernon Justice Center 

Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

6:55 – 7:05 p.m. Update on streets completed in 2025-2026, and 
those to be completed in 2026-2027 

Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

7:05 – 7:15 p.m. Resolution 2026-73 Renaming Fund & Creating 
New Budget Lines 

Finance & Budget 
- Mahan 

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M.   

CALL TO ORDER   

INVOCATION  
Rev. Doug Pummell, Mulberry Global Methodist Church and MVPD Chaplain 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES   

 Minutes City Council June 22, 2026 

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS   
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RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 Employee and Community Relations Committee Minutes June 22, 2026 
Streets & Public Buildings Committee Minutes June 22, 2026 

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE   

PROCLAMATION   

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN   

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING   

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-69 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT WITH TOP FLIGHT REAL ESTATE (DBA BO LACEY) TO 

LEASE THE PROPERTY WITH THE STREET ADDRESS OF 9 EAST HIGH 
STREET; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING   

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-73 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO RENAME AN EXISTING FUND AND TO 
CREATE ADDITIONAL LINES PURSUANT TO O.R.C. 5705.09(F) & O.R.C. 

5705.40. 
 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-72 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-74 
 A FINAL RESOLUTION ENACTED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, 

OHIO, HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE LEGISLATIVE 
AUTHORITY/LOCAL PUBLIC AGENCY OR "LPA", IN THE MATTER OF 

THE STATED DESCRIBED PROJECT. 
 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-75 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

SEEK AND SELECT A QUALIFICATIONS-BASED CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGER-AT-RISK FOR THE MOUNT VERNON JUSTICE CENTER 

PROJECT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING   
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  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-76 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS AND PAY 
BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW 

CERTIFICATION. 
 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-77 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT WITH CROWNED RADIANCE AND BEAUTY, LLC TO LEASE 
THE PROPERTY WITH THE STREET ADDRESS OF 49 PUBLIC SQUARE; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-78 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

DISPOSE OF PROPERTY NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY OF 
MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-79 
 A RESOLUTION SETTING A TAX REVENUE BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, PURSUENT TO SECTION 5705.28 OF 
THE OHIO REVISED CODE. 

 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING   

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-23 
 AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO AND APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF 

A TIF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON AND 
RESIDENCES AT FOUNDERS GROVE, LLC FOR THE BENEFIT OF A 

DEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 12050 UPPER GILCHRIST ROAD. 
 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING   

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-24 
 APPROVING THE APPLICATION TO ADD CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY TO 

THE MOUNT VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY DISTRICT AND 
TO AMEND THE PETITION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MOUNT 
VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY AS A NEW COMMUNITY 

AUTHORITY UNDER CHAPTER 349 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-26 
 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TWO INCENTIVE DISTRICTS AND 
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DECLARING IMPROVEMENTS TO CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY WITHIN 
THE INCENTIVE DISTRICTS TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, AND EXEMPT 
FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION; IDENTIFYING CERTAIN PUBLIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS MADE, TO BE MADE, OR IN THE 

PROCESS OF BEING MADE, THAT WILL BENEFIT OR SERVE THE 
PARCELS IN THE INCENTIVE DISTRICTS; REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF 

THOSE PARCELS TO MAKE SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF REAL 
PROPERTY TAXES; ESTABLISHING A MUNICIPAL PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND FOR THE DEPOSIT 
OF SUCH SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES; 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING AGREEMENT WITH ARISTA VILLAS 

MOUNT VERNON, LLC AND OTHER AGREEMENTS AND APPROVING 
RELATED MATTERS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING   

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-27 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CREMATION 

SCATTERING GARDEN WITHIN MOUND VIEW CEMETERY; 
AUTHORIZING THE FINAL DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN INDIGENT 

CREMATED REMAINS THEREIN; AND ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR 
THE CARE AND DISPOSITION OF SUCH REMAINS. 

 Parks & Recreation: Hager, Jacklin 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION   

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL   

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT   
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PRESS RELEASE       
Mount Vernon Municipal Center 
236 S Main Street 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Zac Sherman, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595 
zsherman@mtvernonoh.gov  
 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 8, 2026 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

July 13, 2026 
 

Time Topic Under Discussion Committee 

5:50 – 6:10 p.m. Executive Session to Discuss Employee Discipline Employee & Comm. Relations 
- Keener 

6:10 – 6:20 p.m. GMP-1 for Mount Vernon Police Station Finance & Budget 
- Mahan 

6:20 – 6:40 p.m. Proposed Arista Villas Incentives  
(Ordinances 2026-24 & 26) 

Land Use & Development 
- Jacklin 

6:40 – 6:45 p.m. Resolution 2026-69 Lease for 9 E High St. Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

6:45 – 6:50 p.m. Resolution 2026-74 A Final Resolution Regarding 
PID 116840 

Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

6:50 – 6:55 p.m. Resolution 2026-75 Construction Manager at Risk 
for Mount Vernon Justice Center 

Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

6:55 – 7:05 p.m. Update on streets completed in 2025-2026, and 
those to be completed in 2026-2027 

Streets & Public Buildings 
- Severns 

7:05 – 7:15 p.m. Resolution 2026-73 Renaming Fund & Creating 
New Budget Lines 

Finance & Budget 
- Mahan 

 
The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 

Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 
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City Council Minutes  
Legislative Session   
 
June 22, 2026    
VIDEO BROADCASTING & RECORDING   

 Meeting videos are broadcast live and published on YouTube.com 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofmountvernon3369 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS  
Mount Vernon City Council  
Committee Meeting Schedule  
June 22, 2026 

Taylor Jacklin made a motion to enter executive session at 6:20 p.m to discuss financial incentives, 
as required by HB 184. Keener seconded. Entered executive session by unanimous roll call vote. 
Executive session was held from 6:20 - 6:58 p.m.  

 Time Topic Under Discussion Committee 
6:20 – 6:45 p.m. Proposed Arista Villas Incentives 

 (Res. 2026-67, Ord. 2026-21 &22) 
Land Use & Development 

- Jacklin 
6:45 – 6:55 p.m. Ordinance 2026-23 Founder’s Grove TIF Land Use & Development 

- Jacklin 
6:55 – 7:05 p.m. Ordinance 2026-25 Fixing the Number of 

Employees in the Police Department 
Employee & Comm. Relations 

 - Keener 
7:05 – 7:15 p.m. Res 2026-68 Urban Renewal Area Streets & Public Buildings 

- Severns 

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M.   

CALL TO ORDER   
 

Present Excused 
Council President Bruce Hawkins 
Fourth Ward LeNan Hager 
At-Large Amber Keener 
First Ward James Mahan 
At-Large Mel Severns 
Second Ward John Ruckman 
At-Large Dale Miller 
3rd Ward Taylor Jacklin 

 
  

Others in Attendance: Mayor Matt Starr, Safety Service Director Tanner Salyers, Auditor Dan Brinkman, Treasurer David Stuller, 
Law Director Rob Broeren, City Clerk Zac Sherman, City Inspector Scott Zimmerman, Police Chief Morgan, Public Utilities Director 
Aaron Reinhart, Madison Sarver, Sam Filkins, Greg Yashnyk, Darby Dooley, Will Graumlich, Rick Graumlich, Cheryl Splain 

INVOCATION  
Invocation: Pastor Rich Graumlich, Proclamation Church 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE   
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All recited in unison. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES   

 Minutes City Council Legislative Session June 8, 2026 

Severns made a motion to accept the minutes from the June 8, 2026 legislative session of City 
Council. Keener seconded. Accepted by unanimous voice vote. 

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS   

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS   

 Employee and Comm Relations Committee Minutes May 26, 2026 a 
Employee and Comm Relations Committee Minutes May 26, 2026 b 
Streets & Public Buildings Committee Minutes May 26, 2026 
Streets & Public Buildings Committee Minutes June 8, 2026 

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE   

PROCLAMATION   

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN   

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING   

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-60  
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT WITH ADVOCATES FOR CHILDREN TO LEASE THE 

PROPERTY WITH THE STREET ADDRESS OF 9 ½ EAST HIGH STREET; 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

Severns made a motion to adopt. Mahan seconded. Severns noted that this sounded like a good idea and group for the space. The 
matter had been discussed in committee meeting prior. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: At-Large Mel Severns 
SECONDER: First Ward James Mahan 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-63 

 A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING THE ABOLITION OF THE CLINTON 
TOWNSHIP WATER & SEWER DISTRICT AND RELATED UTILITY 

GOVERNANCE AND INFRASTRUCTURE MATTERS. 
 Utilities: Ruckman, Miller 
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Ruckman made a motion to adopt. Miller seconded. Ruckman noted that there was a committee meeting two weeks prior regarding 
this piece of legislation. 
Salyers read a letter that will be sent to Clinton Township Residents regarding the proposed abolition of the Clinton Township Water 
& Sewer District. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: Second Ward John Ruckman 
SECONDER: At-Large Dale Miller 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING   

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-67 
 

A RESOLUTION DELINEATING AN OVERLAY IN RELATION TO THE 
PROPOSED ARISTA VILLAS INCENTIVE DISTRICTS WITHIN THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON, OHIO; AND ADOPTING A WRITTEN ECONOMIC 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS TO SAME; SETTING THE TIME AND PLACE OF 

A PUBLIC HEARING; AUTHORIZING AND RATIFYING THE GIVING OF 
NOTICE TO THE MOUNT VERNON CITY SCHOOL DISTRICT, THE KNOX 

COUNTY CAREER CENTER AND THE BOARD OF COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS OF KNOX COUNTY, OHIO, ALL PURSUANT TO OHIO 

REVISED CODE SECTION 5709.40(C) AND ITS RELATED RULES AND 
LAWS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

Jacklin made a motion to amend Section 3 of Resolution 2026-67 to change the date of the public hearing from July 13 to August 10. 
Keener seconded. Amended by unanimous roll call vote. 
Jacklin made a motion to suspend the rules and take RESOLUTION 2026-67 to its third and final reading. Keener seconded. Darbey 
Dooley, consulting attorney for the City with Bricker-Graden, explained that the reason for the suspension was so that the process 
could begin to consider creating an inventive district for Arista Villas. The legislation begins the process, but final approval would not 
come until Council votes on an Ordinance in September.  
Broeren also noted that under HB 184, all conversations regarding financial incentives must happen in executive session. Passing this 
legislation allows for those conversations to be brought to the public sooner. Rules suspended by unanimous roll call vote.  
Jacklin made a motion to adopt. Keener seconded. Adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: 3rd Ward Taylor Jacklin 
SECONDER: At-Large Amber Keener 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-68 

 A RESOLUTION DESIGNATING PROPERTY WITHIN THE CITY AS AN 
URBAN RENEWAL AREA AND AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR TO RELEASE A REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR 
IDENTIFYING AND SELECTING A QUALIFIED FIRM OR FIRMS TO DRAFT 
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AN URBAN RENEWAL PLAN FOR THE DESIGNATED URBAN RENEWAL 
AREA, AND IDENTIFY AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH THE 

SELECTED FIRM OR FIRMS. 
 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

Mel Severns made a motion to suspend the rules and take RESOLUTION 2026-68 to its third and final reading. James Mahan 
seconded. Severns noted that this was discussed in Committee Meeting, and that the Urban Renewal designation will allow the 
properties to be put to better use by the City. Rules suspended by unanimous roll call vote. Mel Severns made a motion to adopt. 
James Mahan seconded. Adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: At-Large Mel Severns 
SECONDER: First Ward James Mahan 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-69 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 
DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 

CONTRACT WITH TOP FLIGHT REAL ESTATE (DBA BO LACEY) TO 
LEASE THE PROPERTY WITH THE STREET ADDRESS OF 9 EAST HIGH 

STREET; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

Severns gave Resolution 2026-69 it's second reading and requested a 5-minuted committee meeting 
on July 13. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING   

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-70 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

DISPOSE OF VEHICLES IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT NOT NEEDED FOR 
PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 
 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

James Mahan made a motion to suspend the rules and take RESOLUTION 2026-70 to its third and final reading. Mel Severns 
seconded. Rules suspended by unanimous roll call vote. James Mahan made a motion to adopt. Mel Severns seconded. Adopted by 
unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: First Ward James Mahan 
SECONDER: At-Large Mel Severns 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-71 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 
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CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 
5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATION. 

 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

James Mahan made a motion to suspend the rules and take RESOLUTION 2026-71 to its third and final reading. Mel Severns 
seconded. Mahan noted that the reason for the suspension was to render payment to vendors who are waiting. Rules suspended by 
unanimous roll call vote. James Mahan made a motion to adopt. Mel Severns seconded. Auditor Brinkman briefly noted each line item 
on the Resolution. Adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: First Ward James Mahan 
SECONDER: At-Large Mel Severns 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-73 

 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO RENAME AN EXISTING FUND AND TO 

CREATE ADDITIONAL LINES PURSUANT TO O.R.C. 5705.09(F) & O.R.C. 
5705.40. 

 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

Mahan gave Resolution 2026-73 its first reading and requested a 10-minute committee meeting on 
July 13. 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-72 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS. 
 Finance & Budget: Mahan, Severns 

Mahan gave Resolution 2026-72 its first reading. 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-74 
 A FINAL RESOLUTION ENACTED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, 

OHIO, HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE LEGISLATIVE 
AUTHORITY/LOCAL PUBLIC AGENCY OR "LPA", IN THE MATTER OF 

THE STATED DESCRIBED PROJECT. 
 Streets & Public Buildings: Severns, Mahan 

Severns gave Resolution 2026-74 its first reading and requested a 5-minute committee meeting on 
July 13. 

  RESOLUTION NO. 2026-75 
 A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

SEEK AND SELECT A QUALIFICATIONS-BASED CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGER-AT-RISK FOR THE MOUNT VERNON JUSTICE CENTER 

PROJECT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
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 Police, Fire, and Civil Defense: Miller, Hager 

Miller gave Resolution 2026-75 its first reading and requested a 5-minute committee meeting on 
July 13. 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING   

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-20 
 AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE COMPENSATION, HOURS AND BENEFITS 

OF CERTAIN EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON. 
 Employee & Community Relations: Keener, Ruckman 

Keener made a motion to adopt. Ruckman seconded. Keener noted that Ordinance 2026-20 had been discussed in prior meetings. 
Adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: At-Large Amber Keener 
SECONDER: Second Ward John Ruckman 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING   

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-21 
 AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF AN 

APPLICATION TO ADD PROPERTY TO THE MOUNT VERNON NEW 
COMMUNITY AUTHORITY DISTRICT UNDER OHIO REVISED CODE 

CHAPTER 349; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

Taylor Jacklin made a motion to suspend the rules and take Ordinance 2026-21 to its third and final reading. Amber Keener seconded. 
Broeren notes that this is part of three pieces discussed in the Executive Session earlier that night. Passing the pieces allows the 
conversation to enter the public sphere more quickly. Rules suspended by unanimous roll call vote. Taylor Jacklin made a motion to 
adopt. Amber Keener seconded. Adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: 3rd Ward Taylor Jacklin 
SECONDER: At-Large Amber Keener 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-22 

 AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING THAT AN APPLICATION TO ADD 
PROPERTY TO THE MOUNT VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY 

DISTRICT IS SUFFICIENT AND COMPLIES WITH THE REQUIREMENTS OF 
SECTION 349.03 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE IN FORM AND 

SUBSTANCE; SETTING THE TIME AND PLACE FOR A HEARING ON THE 
APPLICATION AND AUTHORIZING THE NOTICE BY PUBLICATION OF 
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SUCH HEARING; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 
 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

Jacklin made a motion to amend Section 3 of Ordinance 2026-22 to change the time of the public hearing from July 13 to July 27, and 
the place of the public hearing from 40 Public Square to 236 S Main St. Amended by unanimous roll call vote. 
Taylor Jacklin made a motion to suspend the rules and take Ordinance 2026-22 to its third and final reading. Amber Keener seconded. 
Broeren notes that this is part of three pieces discussed in the Executive Session earlier that night. Passing the pieces allows the 
conversation to enter the public sphere more quickly. Rules suspended by unanimous roll call vote.  
Taylor Jacklin made a motion to adopt. Amber Keener seconded. Adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt as Amended 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: 3rd Ward Taylor Jacklin 
SECONDER: At-Large Amber Keener 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-23 

 AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO AND APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF 
A TIF AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON AND 
RESIDENCES AT FOUNDERS GROVE, LLC FOR THE BENEFIT OF A 

DEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 12050 UPPER GILCHRIST ROAD. 
 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

Jacklin gave Ordinance 2026-23 its second reading. 

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-25 
 AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE NUMBER OF HOURLY EMPLOYEES OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Employee & Community Relations: Keener, Ruckman 

Amber Keener made a motion to suspend the rules and take Ordinance 2026-25 to its third and final reading. Ruckman seconded. 
Rules suspended by unanimous roll call vote. Amber Keener made a motion to adopt. Ruckman seconded. Police Chief Morgan noted 
that this Ordinance creates a School Resource Office position. The cost of the position will be split 75/25% between the St. Vincent de 
Paul school and Police Department, respectively. Adopted by unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE Motion to Adopt 
RESULT: Adopted [7 TO 0] 
MOVER: At-Large Amber Keener 
SECONDER: None 
AYES: LeNan Hager, Amber Keener, James Mahan, Mel Severns, John Ruckman, Dale Miller, Taylor Jacklin 
NAYS: None 
ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING   

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-24 
 APPROVING THE APPLICATION TO ADD CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY TO 

THE MOUNT VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY DISTRICT AND 
TO AMEND THE PETITION FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MOUNT 
VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY AS A NEW COMMUNITY 
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AUTHORITY UNDER CHAPTER 349 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

Jacklin gave Ordinance 2026-24 its first reading and requested a 10-minute committee meeting on 
July 13.  

  ORDINANCE NO. 2026-26 
 AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TWO INCENTIVE DISTRICTS AND 

DECLARING IMPROVEMENTS TO CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY WITHIN 
THE INCENTIVE DISTRICTS TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, AND EXEMPT 
FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION; IDENTIFYING CERTAIN PUBLIC 
INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS MADE, TO BE MADE, OR IN THE 

PROCESS OF BEING MADE, THAT WILL BENEFIT OR SERVE THE 
PARCELS IN THE INCENTIVE DISTRICTS; REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF 

THOSE PARCELS TO MAKE SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF REAL 
PROPERTY TAXES; ESTABLISHING A MUNICIPAL PUBLIC 

IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT EQUIVALENT FUND FOR THE DEPOSIT 
OF SUCH SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES; 

APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A 
TAX INCREMENT FINANCING AGREEMENT WITH ARISTA VILLAS 

MOUNT VERNON, LLC AND OTHER AGREEMENTS AND APPROVING 
RELATED MATTERS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 Land Use & Development: Jacklin, Keener 

Jacklin gave Ordinance 2026-26 its first reading and requested a 10-minute committee meeting on 
July 13. 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION   

Mayor Starr noted that there had been logistics meeting earlier that day for the Mount Vernon Arts & Music Festival, and the 4th of 
July Celebration. July 3rd is First Friday. The City will have a table explaining the State Route 13 Project. 
 
Salyers noted that Bell Circle will be delivered on June 23. July 2nd is the ribbon cutting with CVB for the same. Debris pickup will 
be this week only. The next Washington Forum is on June 30, the topic is Smart Growth: Protecting Ohio's Resources. 
 
Brinkman thanked Mr. Reinhart for a recent tour of the Water Plant. And he wished the USA a happy upcoming birthday. 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL   

Jacklin thanked Hinkle and his team for their clean up work following the storm. He noted that the legislation from tonight was 
focused on growth and welcoming more voice into the Mount Vernon community. The administration is taking care of what makes 
Mount Vernon good, and Jacklin noted that he is proud to be a part of such work. 
Severns thanked City crews for their work. He noted that Brightspeed has left areas uncured after doing work in certain 
neighborhoods. Salyers noted that this was due to subcontractors, rather than Brightspeed specifically. But there are conversations 
about how to have more stringent guidelines around subcontractor work. Salyers requested a 10-minute committee meeting on July 13 
to discuss road paving progress. 
Hager noted that she is really proud of the City, and wished the USA a Happy Birthday. 
Ruckman wished all a Happy Independance Day. 
Mahan noted he has also had residents ask about the timeline and parameters surrounding those doing outside utility work around the 
City. He noted that it is Solicitor season. Solicitors are required to show their permits. If they do not, call the non-emergency police 
line at 740-397-2222. He expressed his appreciation for the USA, and noted that it is a privilege to be part of this country. 
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Hawkins noted that Columbia Gas has done a good job restoring his neighborhood after completing their work. He thanked all who 
participated in the Front Porch Series. 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT   

Keener made a motion to adjourn. Severns seconded. Adjoruned at 8:19 p.m. by unanimous voice 
vote. 
  

________________________________ 
Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 

_________________________________ 
Zac Sherman, Clerk of Council 
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2026-2027 
Streets & Public Buildings Committee Meeting Minutes 

June 22, 2026 – 7:08 p.m. to 7:19 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:  
Bruce Hawkins, President 
James Mahan, First Ward 

  John Ruckman, Second Ward 
  Taylor Jacklin, Third Ward 
  LeNan Hager, Fourth Ward 
  Amber Keener, At-Large 

Dale Miller, At-Large 
  Mel Severns, At-Large 
   
COUNCIL ABSENT:    
   
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Matt Starr, Mayor 

Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 
Rob Broeran, Law Director 
David Stuller, Treasurer 
Dan Brinkman, Auditor 
Aaron Reinhart, Public Utilities Director 
Scott Zimmerman, City Inspector 
Robert Morgan, Police Chief 
Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 
Zac Sherman, Clerk 
Sam Filkins, Area Development Foundation 

 
Resolution 2026-68 Urban Renewal Area 
Salyers noted that this Urban Renewal Area targets the Taugher Block (buildings 46-51 on Public 
Square and 3-5 N Gay Street). This tool allows the city to have direct input into how the area is 
developed. This decision came out of community input to preserve the historic nature of the 
downtown area, and keep that space reserved for downtown shops and community spaces. 
Broeren noted that the legislation and Urban Renewal Designation allows the City to develop a 
plan, with community input, for the area. Once that plan is created, the City may then approach a 
developer to enact it. 
  
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________________  
Mel Severns, Chair 
Streets & Public Buildings Committee 
Mount Vernon City Council 
MS/zs 
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2026-2027 
Employee & Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

June 22, 2026 – 6:58 p.m. to 7:08 p.m. 
 

 
COUNCIL PRESENT:  Bruce Hawkins, President 
  James Mahan, First Ward 
  John Ruckman, Second Ward 
  Taylor Jacklin, Third Ward 
  LeNan Hager, Fourth Ward 
  Amber Keener, At-Large 
  Dale Miller, At-Large 
  Mel Severns, At-Large 
   
COUNCIL ABSENT:    
   
OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:   Matt Starr, Mayor 

Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 
Rob Broeran, Law Director 
David Stuller, Treasurer 
Dan Brinkman, Auditor 
Aaron Reinhart, Public Utilities Director 
Scott Zimmerman, City Inspector 
Robert Morgan, Police Chief 
Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 
Zac Sherman, City Clerk 

 
Ordinance 2026-25 
Chief Morgan provided a rationale for adding a school resource officer position to the force. The 
position will be split 75% with Vincent de Paul school, with the police taking the additional 25% 
of the position. The position will work over the summer for the City. The total target cost for the 
position is $100,000. That number is all-inclusive (not only salary). The school is willing to agree 
to anywhere from a three-to-five-year minimum contract on the position. The Police Department 
is also pursuing grant funds that could potentially go towards this or other positions on the force. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
____________________________  
Amber Keener, Chair 
Employee & Community Relations 
Mount Vernon City Council 
AK/zs 
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City Council 
City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH 43050 
 

Scheduled 
 

 RESOLUTION 2026-69 

Meeting 7/13/2026 7:30 PM 
Streets & Public Buildings 

Severns, Mahan 
Category: Resolution 

Prepared By: 
Zac Sherman, City Clerk 

Doc ID: 2026-235 
 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT WITH TOP FLIGHT REAL ESTATE (DBA BO LACEY) TO LEASE THE 

PROPERTY WITH THE STREET ADDRESS OF 9 EAST HIGH STREET; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 
WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio owns the property with the street 

address of 9 East High Street in the City of Mount Vernon; and 
WHEREAS, the tenant agreed to amend their lease to allow the City to lease 9 ½ East 

High Street to another tenant. 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 
SECTION 1: That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon be and 

herewith is authorized and directed to enter into a revised contract with Top Flight Real Estate 
LLC (dba Bo Lacey) to lease the property with the street address of 9 East High Street in the 
City of Mount Vernon, Ohio. 

SECTION 2: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to allow the tenant to 
immediately use the property, pay the utilities on the property, and pay rent to the City, and said 
Resolution shall therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, 
provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the 
Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 
  
 ______________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, Presidents of Council 
PASSED: _______________________, 2026  
  
  
ATTEST:_______________________________ 
              Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 

 

  
  
APPROVED:  ____________________, 2026  
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 ______________________________________ 
Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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Updated: 6/18/2026 9:33 AM by Zac Sherman Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 6/22/26 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget  
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Mahan, Severns  
       Category: Finance  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Dan Brinkman  
 RESOLUTION 2026-73  

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 
MOUNT VERNON TO RENAME AN EXISTING FUND AND TO CREATE ADDITIONAL 

LINES PURSUANT TO O.R.C. 5705.09(F) & O.R.C. 5705.40. 

 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code § 5705.09(F) requires each subdivision to establish a 

special fund for each class of revenues derived from a source other than the general property tax, 

which the law requires to be used for a particular purpose; and 

 

WHEREAS, it is necessary to rename this fund in order to use a previously unused Fund 

for a necessary purpose in building the new police station 

 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 
 SECTION 1:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 
authorized and directed to rename the following fund: 225 Fund—currently known as the 
LOCAL CORONAVIRUS RELIEF FUND—shall be renamed to be the NEW POLICE 
STATION CAPITAL PROJECT FUND 
 
 SECTION 2:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 
authorized and directed to create the following lines: 
 
A: 225.3600.91101 – Police Station Construction 

B: 225.3600.91102 – Police Station Consulting 

C. 225.3600.91103 – Police Station Incidental Fees 

D. 701.2740.53314 – General Construction – Water Fund 

E: 720.2740.53314 – General Construction – Sewer System Revenue Fund  

F: 201. 2900.55512 – Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Street 

Fund 

G: 204.3100.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Cemetery 

Fund 
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Resolution 2026-73  
 
 

Updated: 6/18/2026 9:33 AM by Zac Sherman Page 2 

H: 208.1900.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Public 

Safety Salary 

I: 224.2100.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Public 

Safety Fund 

J: 401.3600.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Capital 

Improvement Fund 

K: 405.3600.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Roads & 

Bridges Capital Improvement Fund 

L: 407.3600.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Municipal 

Facilities Improvement Fund 

M: 901.3600.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Police 

Pension Fund 

N: 902.3600.55512 - Income Tax Refund Reimbursement Transfer to General Fund – Fire 

Pension Fund 

 
 SECTION 3:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 
City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.20, it shall become effective upon its 
date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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Updated: 6/18/2026 9:25 AM by Zac Sherman Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 6/22/26 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget  
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Mahan, Severns  
       Category: Finance  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Dan Brinkman  
 RESOLUTION 2026-72  

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 
MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 
authorized and directed to make supplemental appropriations as follows: 
 
 1. To account 101.1510.53111– Dues/Supplies/Incidentals – Law Director – Victim 
Advocate - General Fund -in the amount of  $4,410.00 (from money approved in a grant the city 
is receiving) 
 

2.  To account 101.1510.54311 – Training / Travel / Expenses – Law Director – 
Victim Advocate - General Fund in the amount of $4,493.00 (from money approved in a grant 
the city is receiving) 
 

3.  To account 701.2740.53314 – General Construction – Water Fund - in the amount 
of $50,570.24 (via unappropriated funds within the Water Fund) 

 
4.  To account 720.2740.53314 – General Construction – Sewer System Revenue 

Fund in the amount of $50,570.24 (via unappropriated funds within the Waste Water Fund) 
 
5.  To account 224.1900.53111 – Training / Travel / Expenses – Police -Public 

Safety Fund in the amount of $22,979.00 (via dollars already received from sales of seized 
vehicles by police on GovDeals) 

 
 SECTION 2:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 
City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.20, it shall become effective upon its 
date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 
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      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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 City Council Meeting: 6/22/26 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Streets & Public Buildings  
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Severns, Mahan  
       Category: Finance  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Dan Brinkman  
 RESOLUTION 2026-74  

 

A FINAL RESOLUTION ENACTED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO, 
HEREINAFTER REFERRED TO AS THE LEGISLATIVE AUTHORITY/LOCAL PUBLIC 

AGENCY OR "LPA", IN THE MATTER OF THE STATED DESCRIBED PROJECT. 

 WHEREAS, on the 26th day of September 2022, the LPA enacted legislation proposing 
cooperation with the Director of Transportation for the described project: 
 

The project consists of rehabilitation improvements to Mulberry Street (S.R. 13D), 
Phillips Drive (M.R. 273), and Sandusky Street (M.R. 307); the creation of new 
three-lane roadway on new alignment from South Main Street (S.R. 13) to Ohio 
Avenue to replace Phillips Drive (M.R. 273), and re-route S.R. 13; and the 
reconstruction and widening of S. Sandusky Street from Ohio Avenue to High 
Street, including asphalt concrete surfacing, pavement planing, curb, new curb and 
gutter, drainage upgrades, water line and sanitary sewer line upgrades, sidewalk, 
shared-use path, lighting upgrades, traffic signal upgrades, and pavement markings, 
lying within the City of Mount Vernon; and 

 
WHEREAS, the LPA shall cooperate with the Director of Transportation in the above 

described project as follows: 
 
The City agrees to assume and bear one hundred percent (100%) of the entire cost 
of the improvement within the city limits, less the amount of Federal-Aid funds set 
aside by the Director of Transportation for the financing of this improvement from 
funds allocated by the Federal Highway Administration, U. S. Department of 
Transportation. 
 

The share of the cost of the LPA is now estimated in the amount of Six Hundred Twenty-five 
Thousand and - - - - 00/100 Dollars, ($625,000.00), but said estimated amount is to be adjusted 
in order that the LPA's ultimate share of said improvement shall correspond with said 
percentages of actual costs when said actual costs are determined; and 
 

WHEREAS, The Director of Transportation has approved said legislation proposing 
cooperation and has caused to be made plans and specifications and an estimate of cost and 
expense for improving the above described highway and has transmitted copies of the same to 
this legislative authority; and  

 
WHEREAS, The LPA desires the Director of Transportation to proceed with the 

aforesaid highway improvement. 
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Resolution 2026-74  
 
 

Updated: 6/22/2026 8:59 AM by Zac Sherman Page 2 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 
State of Ohio: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That the estimated sum, of Six Hundred Twenty-Five Thousand and - - 
- - 00/100 Dollars, ($625,000.00) is hereby appropriated for the improvement described above 
and the fiscal officer is hereby authorized and directed to issue an order on the treasurer for said 
sum upon the requisition of the Director of Transportation to pay the cost and expense of said 
improvement.  We hereby agree to assume in the first instance, the share of the cost and expense 
over and above the amount to be paid from Federal funds. 
 
 SECTION 2:  That the LPA hereby requests the Director of Transportation to proceed 
with the aforesaid highway improvement. 
 
 SECTION 3:  That the LPA enter into a contract with the State, and that the Safety 
Service Director be, and is hereby authorized to execute said contract, providing for the payment 
of the LPA the sum of money set forth herein above for improving the described project. 
 

SECTION 4:  That the LPA transmit to the Director of Transportation a fully executed 
copy of this Resolution. 
 

SECTION 5: This is to certify that we have compared the foregoing copy of Resolution 
with the original record thereof, found in the record of the proceedings of the LPA, and which 
Resolution was duly passed by the LPA on the 26th day of September, 2022 , and that the same 
is a true and correct copy of the record of said Resolution and the action of said LPA thereon.   

 
We further certify that said Resolution and the action of said LPA thereon is recorded in 

the journal of said LPA in Volume 13, at Page 305, and under date of 9/26/2026.  
 

      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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Corrected committee from Police, Fire, & Civil Defense to Streets & Public Buildings 
Updated: 7/06/2026 3:13 AM by Zac Sherman Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 6/22/26 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Streets & Public Buildings  
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Severns, Mahan  
       Category: Contract  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Tanner Salyers  
 RESOLUTION 2026-75  

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO SEEK AND 
SELECT A QUALIFICATIONS-BASED CONSTRUCTION MANAGER-AT-RISK FOR THE 
MOUNT VERNON JUSTICE CENTER PROJECT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 
State of Ohio: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon is hereby 
authorized and directed to seek and select a qualifications-based construction manager-at-risk for 
the Mount Vernon Justice Center project, and enter into contract with the same. 
 
 SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 
to allow the project to proceed as quickly as possible while conditions are ideal for construction, 
and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by 
the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 
elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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  City Council Meeting: 7/13/26 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget  
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Mahan, Severns  
       Category: Finance  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Dan Brinkman  
 RESOLUTION 2026-76  

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY 
OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS AND PAY BILLS 
PURSUANT TO SECTION 5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATION. 

 
WHEREAS, the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon did make the 

necessary inquiries that these billed amounts as indicated are legitimate and proper and did 
approve payment in the amounts shown; and 
 
 WHEREAS, at the time of the making of such contract or order and at the time of the 
execution of such certificate a sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract or 
order was in the treasury or in the process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free 
from any previous encumbrances. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 
authorized and directed to pay bills as follows: 
 

1.   To Roger Perri in the amount of $4,148.72 from line number 401.2500.55516, 
Capital Improvement Fund - Public Buildings & Land - PBL. 
 
2. To NEOGOV, in the amount of $51,393.64 from two line numbers: 

In the amount of $25,696.82 from line number 101.3600.54490, Miscellaneous -
Support for Capital Improvement; and 
In the amount of $25,696.82 from line number 101.3600.54494, Miscellaneous -
Networking Systems. 

 
3. To the Knox County Commissioners, in the amount of $6,732.83 from line 
number 101.2200.54111, Humane Officer - Humane Officer. 
 
4. To Bender Communications, in the amount of $17,147.50 from line numbers: 

In the amount of $5,000 from line number 101.3600.53312, Miscellaneous – 
Sirens; and 
In the amount of $12,147.50 from line number 101.3600.54480, Miscellaneous – 
Safety Commission. 

 
 5. To the Knox County Commissioners, in the amount of $15,528.84 from line 
number 101.2200.54311, Humane Officer - Animal Control. 
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 SECTION 2:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 
authorized and directed to transfer funds as follows: 
 

1.  From account 101.3600.54452, Infrastructure Improvements, to account 
101.2350.54111, Services Received - Code Enforcement, in the amount of $12,500.00. 
 

SECTION 3:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 
City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon its 
date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 

 
      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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 City Council Meeting: 7/13/2026 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Streets & Public Buildings 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Severns, Mahan  
       Category: Contract 
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 
  Initiator: Rob Broeren  
 RESOLUTION 2026-77   
 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 
CONTRACT WITH CROWNED RADIANCE AND BEAUTY, LLC TO LEASE THE 

PROPERTY WITH THE STREET ADDRESS OF 49 PUBLIC SQUARE; AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

  
WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio owns the property with the street 

address of 49 Public Square in the City of Mount Vernon; and 

WHEREAS, the previous tenant vacated the property and the City has located a 
replacement tenant. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 
State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon be and 
herewith is authorized and directed to enter into a revised contract with Crowned Radiance and 
Beauty, LLC to lease the property with the street address of 49 Public Square in the City of 
Mount Vernon, Ohio. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to allow the tenant to 
immediately use the property, pay the utilities on the property, and pay rent to the City, and said 
Resolution shall therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, 
provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the 
Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 
after the earliest period allowed by law. 
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      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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  City Council Meeting: 7/13/26 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Land Use & Development 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Jacklin, Keener  
       Category: Finance  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Tanner Salyers  
 RESOLUTION 2026-78  

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO DISPOSE OF 
PROPERTY NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Sections 721.01 and 721.03 authorize municipalities to 
dispose of real property no longer needed for municipal use. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 
State of Ohio: 

Section 1: That the Council finds that the City of Mount Vernon owns the following 
real properties that is no longer needed for public use. 

1) Parcel number 66-00725001 and street address 10 S Monroe Street, Mount Vernon, 
OH 43050 

2) Parcel number 66-00136002 and street address 101 Delaware Ave, Mount Vernon, OH 
43050 

3) Parcel number 66-01461002 and street address 0 Delaware Ave, Mount Vernon, OH 
43050 

Section 2:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon be authorized 
and directed to sell or dispose of the properties pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 721.03. 

Section 3:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary for 
the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason of 
expediting the sale or trade of this real property to return the proceeds to constructive use by the 
City, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval 
by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 
elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force 
from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
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      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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  City Council Meeting: 7/13/26 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget  
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Mahan, Severns  
       Category: Finance  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Dan Brinkman  
 RESOLUTION 2026-79  

 

A RESOLUTION SETTING A TAX REVENUE BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT 
VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, PURSUENT TO SECTION 5705.28 OF THE OHIO 

REVISED CODE. 
 

WHEREAS, the Knox County Budget Commission has waived the requirement that the 
taxing authority of a subdivision or other taxing unit adopt a tax budget as provided under 
Section 5705.28 of the Revised Code; 
 
              WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon will be required to furnish an estimated budget 
only for those funds that receive tax levied taxes. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 
 
 SECTION 1:  That the estimated tax budget of the City of Mount Vernon for the fiscal 
year beginning January 1, 2027 heretofore prepared by the Auditor is hereby adopted as the 
estimated tax budget of the City of Mount Vernon for the fiscal year beginning January 1, 2026. 
 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 
City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon its 
date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

 
 
      ________________________________ 
      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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Page 7A
EXHIBIT 1 (CON'T)

STATEMENT OF FUND ACTIVITY
(Complete only for General fund, Bond Retirement Fund, and any other funds requesting general property tax revenue)

FUND: FIRE PENSION FUND

2024 2025 2026 2027
DESCRIPTION ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ESTIMATE

REVENUES:
PROPERTY TAXES $59,410 $75,000 $119,100 $120,500
LGF & LGRAF $0 $0 $0 $0
OTHER REVENUES $851,915 $815,412 $1,171,249 $1,157,363
TOTAL REVENUES $911,325 $890,412 $1,290,349 $1,277,863
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $959,827 $987,210 $1,028,700 $1,277,863
REVENUES/EXPENDITURES -$48,502 -$96,798 $261,649 $0
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE $41,340 -$7,162 -$161,549 $106,489
ENDING CASH BALANCE $7,162 -$103,960 $100,100 $0
YEAR END ENCUMBRANCES $63,286 $72,020 $85,725 $106,489
ESTIMATE FOR 12/31/2026 $70,448 -$175,980 $14,375 $0
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EXHIBIT 1 (CON'T)

STATEMENT OF FUND ACTIVITY
(Complete only for General fund, Bond Retirement Fund, and any other funds requesting general property tax revenue)

FUND: POLICE PENSION FUND

2024 2025 2026 2027
DESCRIPTION ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ESTIMATE

REVENUES:
PROPERTY TAXES $59,410 $89,700 $119,100 $120,500
LGF & LGRAF $0 $0 $0 $0
OTHER REVENUES $652,004 $801,518 $831,581 $868,281
TOTAL REVENUES $711,414 $891,218 $950,681 $988,781
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $785,418 $899,163 $907,170 $988,781
REVENUES/EXPENDITURES -$74,004 -$7,945 $43,511 $0
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE $61,690 -$12,314 $34,123 $82,398
ENDING CASH BALANCE -$12,314 -$20,259 $77,634 $0
YEAR END ENCUMBRANCES $38,216 $52,360 $75,598 $82,398
ESTIMATE FOR 12/31/2026 -$50,530 -$72,619 $2,036 $0
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STATEMENT OF FUND ACTIVITY
(Complete only for General fund, Bond Retirement Fund, and any other funds requesting general property tax revenue)

FUND: GENERAL FUND

2024 2025 2026 2027
DESCRIPTION ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ESTIMATE ESTIMATE

REVENUES:
PROPERTY TAXES $775,200 $825,000 $1,028,200 $1,039,500
LGF & LGRAF $355,103 $325,000 $268,129 $275,000
OTHER REVENUES $7,491,933 $8,142,650 $10,756,682 $11,276,492
TOTAL REVENUES $8,622,236 $9,292,650 $12,053,011 $12,590,992
TOTAL EXPENDITURES $13,073,332 $13,580,400 $13,065,902 $12,590,992
REVENUES/EXPENDITURES -$4,451,096 -$4,287,750 -$1,012,891 $0
BEGINNING CASH BALANCE $5,531,923 $3,348,978 $2,156,898 $1,415,857
ENDING CASH BALANCE $1,080,827 -$938,772 $1,144,007 $1,415,857
YEAR END ENCUMBRANCES $1,947,560 $985,900 $758,878 $302,303
ESTIMATE FOR 12/31/2026 -$866,733 -$1,924,672 $385,129 $1,113,554
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Updated: 6/4/2026 11:03 AM by Zac Sherman Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 6/08/2026 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Land Use & Development 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Jacklin, Keener  
       Category: Contract  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Darby Dooley 
 Ordinance 2026-23   

 

AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO AND APPROVING THE EXECUTION OF A TIF 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON AND RESIDENCES AT 

FOUNDERS GROVE, LLC FOR THE BENEFIT OF A DEVELOPMENT LOCATED AT 12050 
UPPER GILCHRIST ROAD. 

WHEREAS, the Residences at Founder Grove, LLC (the “Developer”) has acquired 
certain real property located at 12050 Upper Gilchrist Road (the “Project Site”) situated in the 
City of Mount Vernon, Ohio (the “City”) and desires to construct thereon approximately six 8-
housing unit apartment buildings and 156 housing units composed of 2-unit, 4-unit, and 6-unit 
villas, together with appurtenances thereto  (the “Project”); and  
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section (“R.C.”) 5709.40(B) and Ordinance 
No. 2024-37, adopted September 9, 2024 (the “TIF Resolution”), the City Council of the City 
(the “Council”) declared that improvements to the Project Site are a public purpose and City 
Council exempted 100% of the improvement from real property taxation for a period of 30 years; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the TIF Resolution authorizes service payments from the Project Site to be 

used (i) to make payments to the Mount Vernon City School District and the Knox Area Career 
Center; (ii) to make payments to the Developer for certain developer public improvements; (iii) 
to make payments to the City as authorized under law; and (iv) for deposit into a general fund of 
the City, pursuant to R.C. 5709.43; and 

 
WHEREAS, the City now desires to approve and consent to a certain Tax Increment 

Financing and Development Agreement (the “TIF Agreement”), attached hereto as Exhibit A, to 
provide for the collection and disbursement of the service payments and to enable the 
construction of the developer public improvements within the Project Site. 
 
 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
MOUNT VERNON, OHIO THAT: 
 

Authorization of the TIF Agreement. Council hereby consents to and approves the 
execution of the TIF Agreement among the City and Developer. 

Open Meeting Compliance.  It is hereby found and determined that all formal actions of 
this Council concerning and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were passed in an open 
meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and of any of its committees 
that resulted in such formal action, were in meetings open to the public, in compliance with all 
legal requirements including Section 121.22 of the Ohio Revised Code. 
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Ordinance 2026-23   
 
 

Updated: 6/4/2026 11:03 AM by Zac Sherman Page 2 

Effective Date.  This ordinance shall take effect and be in force at the earliest date 
permitted by law. 

 
 
     ________________________________ 

      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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TAX INCREMENT FINANCING AND DEVELOPMENT AGREEMENT 
 

This Tax Increment Financing and Development Agreement (this “Agreement”) is 
made and entered into as of __________, 2026 by and amongst the CITY OF MOUNT 
VERNON, OHIO (the “City”), a municipal corporation under the laws of the State of Ohio 
(the “State”), and RESIDENCES AT FOUNDERS GROVE, LLC (the “Developer”), an Ohio 
limited liability company. 
 

RECITALS: 
 

A. The Developer has acquired fee title to certain real property situated in the City, 
a depiction of which real property is attached to this Agreement as Exhibit A (the “Project 
Area”) and incorporated into this Agreement by reference, with each parcel of real property 
within the Project Area referred to in this Agreement as a “Parcel” (whether as presently 
appearing on Knox County tax duplicates or as subdivided or combined and appearing on 
future tax duplicates). The increase in assessed value of each Parcel subsequent to the adoption 
of the TIF Resolution (as defined below) shall be referred to in this Agreement as the 
“Improvement.” 

 
B. Provided appropriate economic development incentives are available, the 

Developer desires to construct approximately six 8-housing unit apartment buildings and 156 
housing units composed of 2-unit, 4-unit, and 6-unit villas, together with appurtenances thereto in 
the Project Area (the “Development”). 

 
C. In connection with the Development, the Developer intends to cause certain 

public infrastructure improvements to be constructed that will directly benefit the Project 
Area, as described in Exhibit B, which is attached to and incorporated into this Agreement 
(the “Developer Public Improvements”). 
 

D. Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section (“R.C.”) 5709.40(B) and Ordinance No. 
2024-37, adopted September 9, 2024 (the “TIF Resolution”), the City Council of the City (the 
“City Council”) declared that the Improvement is a public purpose and exempted 100% of the 
Improvement to each Parcel from real property taxation for a period of 30 years. 

 
E. The TIF Resolution will require the Developer and all future owners of the Project 

Area (each individually an “Owner” and collectively the “Owners”) to make annual service 
payments in lieu of real property taxes equal to the amount of real property taxes that would have 
been payable had the Improvement not been exempt from real property taxation under the TIF 
Resolution, together with any penalties and interest at the then current rate established under R.C. 
323.121 and R.C. 5703.47 and other payments with respect to each Improvement that are received 
by the Knox County Treasurer (the “County Treasurer”) in connection with the reduction required 
by Ohio Revised Code Sections 319.302, 321.24, 323.152 and 323.156, as the same may be 
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amended from time to time, or any successor provisions, as the same may be amended from time 
to time (collectively, the “Service Payments”). 

 
F. The City has determined, and the TIF Resolution provides, that a portion of the 

Service Payments shall be used to pay each of the Mount Vernon City School District and the 
Knox County Career Center (collectively, the “School Districts”), pursuant to R.C. 5709.42 and 
5709.82, amounts equal to the real property taxes that each of the School Districts would have 
received if the Improvement had not been exempted from real property taxation pursuant to the 
TIF Resolution. 

 
G. The TIF Resolution authorizes the Service Payments to be used (i) to make 

payments to the School Districts; (ii) to make payments to the Developer for the Developer Public 
Improvements; (iii) to make payments to the City as authorized under law; and (iv) for deposit into 
a general fund of the City, pursuant to R.C. 5709.43.  

 
H. The parties desire to enter into this Agreement on its terms and conditions to provide 

for the collection and disbursement of the Service Payments and to enable the construction of the 
Developer Public Improvements within the Project Area. 

 
I. In consideration of the premises and covenants contained in this Agreement, and to 

induce the Developer to proceed with the construction of the Developer Public Improvements, the 
Developer and the City agree as follows. 

 
Section 1. Construction of Developer Public Improvements. 
 
A. Authorization, Cooperation, Dedication, and Maintenance. The Developer shall 

design and construct or cause to be constructed the Developer Public Improvements within the 
Project Area, adjacent to the Project Area, or both within and adjacent to the Project Area 
acquired by the Developer. The City hereby authorizes the design and construction of the 
Developer Public Improvements by the Developer or its representatives for and on behalf of the 
City. The City agrees to provide timely cooperation in connection with the design and 
construction of the Developer Public Improvements, including, without limitation, completing 
inspections, providing reasonable approvals, and granting permits. 
 

The City agrees that it will accept the Developer Public Improvements dedicated to the 
City, when and as constructed and dedicated by the Developer, subject to reasonable review by the 
City Engineer or the City Engineer’s designee in accordance with City standards and requirements. 
The City and the Developer hereby agree that such dedication and acceptance process shall be 
complete no later than one year following notice to the City of completion of the Developer Public 
Improvements, absent other regulatory requirements.  
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The City also agrees to maintain, operate, repair, and replace as necessary the Developer 
Public Improvements and any additional public infrastructure improvements dedicated by the 
Developer to the City in a commercially reasonable manner after dedication to the City. 

 
B. Prevailing Wages. The Developer and the City acknowledge and agree that the 

Developer Public Improvements are subject to the prevailing wage requirements of Ohio Revised 
Code Chapter 4115, and all wages paid to laborers and mechanics employed on the development 
of the Developer Public Improvements that are dedicated to a public authority shall be paid at 
not less than the prevailing rates of wages of laborers and mechanics for the classes of work 
called for by the Developer Pubic Improvements, which wages shall be determined in accordance 
with the requirements of Ohio Revised Code Chapter 4115. The Developer and the City shall 
comply, and the Developer shall require compliance by all contractors developing the Developer 
Public Improvements, with all applicable requirements of Ohio Revised Code Chapter 4115 
including, without limitation, (i) obtaining from the Ohio Department of Industrial Relations its 
determination of the prevailing rates of wages to be paid for all classes of work required for the 
construction of the Developer Public Improvements; and (ii) ensuring that all subcontractors 
receive notification of changes in prevailing wage rates as required by Ohio Revised Code 
Chapter 4115. The City, and not the Developer, shall be responsible to designate and appoint a 
prevailing wage coordinator for the Developer Public Improvements, as provided in R.C. 
4115.071.  As further described below, the City shall be entitled to reimbursement for its costs 
associated with serving in the prevailing wage coordinator role (the “City PW Costs”).   

 
C. City Costs.  In addition to the above-described costs associated with serving as 

prevailing wage coordinator, the City also expects to incur administrative and legal fees from 
time to time related to ongoing TIF management and other matters related to the administration 
of the TIF (the “City Administrative Costs”).  The City shall be entitled to receive reimbursement 
for reasonable City Administrative Costs as further described below.  The City PW Costs and 
City Administrative Costs are collectively referred to herein as the “City Costs.”   

 
D. Approval of Plans. The Developer Public Improvements shall be constructed in 

accordance with construction plans approved by the City prior to commencement of 
construction. The Developer shall submit proposed construction plans to the City. Within 60 
calendar days following such submission or any resubmission, the City shall either provide 
written approval of the plans, or written comments detailing any needed changes. 

 
E. Selection of Contractors. Contractors for construction of the Developer Public 

Improvements shall be selected by the Developer in a manner determined by the Developer. 
Construction contracts shall be entered into in the name of the Developer or the Developer’s 
construction manager or general contractor. 

 
F. Reimbursement from Service Payments. The City shall use the Service Payments 

in the “TIF Fund” (as defined in the TIF Resolution) to reimburse the Developer or the 
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Developer’s designee(s) for the cost of constructing the Developer Public Improvements (the 
“Costs of Developer Public Improvements”). The Costs of Developer Public Improvements 
shall include any and all costs the Developer incurred in order to construct the Developer Public 
Improvements, including the items of “costs of permanent improvements” set forth in R.C. 
133.15(B).  Such costs include but are not necessarily limited to: (i) cash paid; (ii) review and 
inspection fees incurred in connection with the construction of the Developer Public 
Improvements; (iii) financing costs; (iv) professional fees; and (v) manager, construction 
management and supervisory fees. Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained herein, 
the total Costs of Developer Improvements that may be used to reimburse the Developer shall 
be limited to a total reimbursement of $1,600,000.00 (the “Maximum Amount”), as shown on 
the Cost Budget attached hereto as Exhibit D.  No more than seven percent of the Maximum 
Amount may be reimbursement for (i) review and inspection fees incurred in connection with 
the construction of the Developer Public Improvements; (ii) professional fees; and (iii) 
manager, construction management and supervisory fees. The City and the Developer agree 
that the reimbursement pursuant to this Section 1(F) is offered by the City to the Developer in 
consideration of the Developer’s investment in the Developer Public Improvements.  

   
G. From time to time after the Developer substantially completes portions of the 

Developer Public Improvements, the Developer shall provide a certified statement to the City 
setting forth and providing reasonable evidence concerning Costs of Developer Public 
Improvements substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit C and incorporated herein by 
this reference (each a “Certified Statement,” and collectively, the “Certified Statements”). At 
least twice each year, subsequent to submission of the first Certified Statement by the Developer 
and contingent upon (i) the City’s prior review and approval of the cost budget for each portion 
of the Developer Public Improvements for which reimbursement is requested, and (ii) the City 
having received funds in the TIF Fund, subject to the Maximum Amount, the City shall pay to 
Developer, within 30 business days following the City’s receipt of a Certified Statement, the 
lesser of (i) the Costs of Developer Public Improvements, or part of the Costs of Developer 
Public Improvements, as shown in the Certified Statements, or (ii) the funds available pursuant 
to Section 6 of this Agreement for payment of Costs of Developer Public Improvements at that 
time in the TIF Fund. The City and the Developer agree that all Service Payments received into 
the TIF Fund shall be paid in the order of priority set forth in Section 6 of this Agreement.   

 
Should insufficient funds available pursuant to Section 6 of this Agreement to pay the 

Costs of Developer Public Improvements exist in the TIF Fund at the time of submission of a 
Certified Statement to reimburse the Developer for the Costs of Developer Public Improvements, 
then the City shall maintain a record of such unpaid amounts, and the City shall pay to Developer 
such amounts within 30 business days after such funds exist in the TIF Fund, provided that such 
payment shall not exceed the available balance in the TIF Fund. The City shall submit an 
accounting or record of all amounts paid to Developer out of the TIF Fund along with each 
payment to Developer, including payments made by the City within 30 business days of the 
receipt of a Certified Statement and payments made by the City within 30 business days of funds 
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being deposited into the TIF Fund with respect to any unpaid amounts, but subject to the 
limitations described in this Section 1(G). 

 
Section 2. TIF Exemption and Related Agreements. 
 
A. In connection with the construction of the Developer Public Improvements by 

the Developer, the City, in accordance with the TIF Resolution, will grant, among other things, 
with respect to the Improvement, a 100% exemption from real property taxation, commencing 
with respect to each of the Parcels, on the first day of the first tax year following the adoption 
of the TIF Resolution in which the Improvement attributable to that Parcel would have first 
appeared on the tax list and duplicate of real and public utility property had the exemption not 
been provided under the TIF Resolution, and ending for each Parcel thirty (30) years after such 
date. 

 
B. The City shall file or cause to be filed a completed application for an exemption 

from real property taxation (DTE Form 24 or its successor form) with the Knox County Auditor 
(the “County Auditor”) for the Improvement to each Parcel. The City and the Developer agree 
to cooperate with each other for this purpose, and to cooperate with the County Auditor, the 
Ohio Department of Taxation, and other public officials and governmental agencies in the 
performance by the public officials and governmental agencies of their duties in connection 
with the TIF Resolution and this Agreement including, without limitation, by executing Ohio 
DTE Form 23N and such other documents as may be appropriate should the Project Area 
cease to qualify for real property tax exemption. The Developer and the City agree that this 
paragraph and this Agreement do not constitute consent by an owner to the filing by the City of 
an application for exemption within the meaning of R.C. 5709.911(B). The Developer and its 
successors and assigns agree that no ownership interest of the Project Area shall be converted 
to a condominium for residential purposes during the period of real property tax exemption 
described in this Agreement. 

 
C. The City shall perform such acts as are reasonably necessary or appropriate to 

effect, claim, reserve and maintain the exemptions from real property taxation granted under 
the TIF Resolution and this Agreement, including, without limitation, joining in the execution 
of all documentation and providing any necessary certificates required in connection with 
such exemptions. 

 
Section 3. Service Payments. As provided in R.C. 5709.42, the Owners are required 

under this Agreement and under the TIF Resolution to make annual service payments in lieu of 
taxes to the County Treasurer on or before the final dates for payment of real property taxes. 
Each such payment (including any interest and penalties) shall be charged and collected in the 
same manner and in the same amount as the real property taxes that would have been charged 
and payable against the Improvement if it were not exempt from real property taxation.  Any 
late payments shall be subject to penalty and bear interest at the then-current rates established 
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under R.C. 323.121 and R.C. 5703.47, as may be amended from time to time, or any successor 
provisions, as the same may be amended from time to time. No Owner shall, under any 
circumstances, be required with respect to any tax year both to pay Service Payments with 
respect to an Improvement and to reimburse local taxing authorities for the amount of real 
property taxes that would have been payable had the Improvement not been exempted from 
taxation pursuant to the TIF Resolution. 

 
Section 4. School District Payments. Under the TIF Resolution and in accordance 

with R.C. 5709.43, the County Treasurer is requested to distribute a portion of the Service 
Payments to each of the School Districts, each in an amount equal to the real property tax payments 
that the School Districts would have received with respect to the Improvement had the 
Improvement not been exempted from real property taxation under the TIF Resolution. 

 
Section 5. Municipal Public Improvement Tax Increment Equivalent Fund. Under 

the TIF Resolution, the City shall establish the TIF Fund as a municipal public improvement tax 
increment equivalent fund under R.C. 5709.43.  The TIF Fund shall be maintained in the custody 
of the City. The TIF Fund shall receive all Service Payments distributed by the County Treasurer 
to the City pursuant to R.C. 5709.43 from Improvements to the Parcels. 
 

The TIF Fund shall remain in existence so long as Service Payments are collected and used 
for the purposes described in this Agreement and the TIF Resolution.  Then the TIF Fund shall be 
dissolved in accordance with R.C. 5709.43. Further, except as otherwise provided in this 
Agreement or the TIF Resolution, moneys deposited in the TIF Fund shall be used as described in 
Section 6 of this Agreement. 

 
Section 6. Use of Service Payments Deposited Into the TIF Fund. 

 
A. The City agrees that the Service Payments deposited into the TIF Fund (being the 

net Service Payments after the County Treasurer’s required payments to the School Districts) shall 
be used exclusively as described by this Section. 

 
B. The Service Payments deposited into the TIF Fund shall be used on a semi-annual 

basis for the following purposes, in the following order of priority: 
 
FIRST, the Service Payments shall be used to reimburse the City for the City Costs;    
 
SECOND, until the Developer is paid in full for the Costs of Developer Public 
Improvements, up to the Maximum Amount, including, (a) cash paid; (b) review and 
inspection fees incurred in connection with the construction of the Developer Public 
Improvements; (c) financing costs; (d) professional fees; and (e) construction management 
and supervisory fees, 100% of the available Service Payments shall be used to pay the 
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Developer for the Costs of Developer Public Improvements in accordance with Section 1, 
until the all such Costs have been paid in full, subject to the Maximum Amount; and  
 
THIRD, after the Developer is paid 100% of the available Service Payments for the Cost 
of Developer Public Improvements up to the Maximum Amount, the City shall use any 
incidental surplus remaining in the TIF Fund as provided by law.   
 
C. Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the City’s payment 

obligations under this Agreement shall be limited to the monies actually on deposit or payable 
to the TIF Fund, and do not constitute an indebtedness of the City within the provisions and 
limitations of the laws and the Constitution of the State of Ohio. 

 
Section 7. Release. Upon satisfaction of the Developer’s obligations under this 

Agreement and expiration of the periods of exemption under the TIF Resolution, or other 
termination of the obligations of the Owners to make the Service Payments, the City shall, upon 
the request of the Developer, execute an instrument in recordable form evidencing such 
satisfaction or termination. 

 
Section 8. Estoppel Certificate. Upon request of the Developer, the City shall 

execute and deliver to the Developer or any proposed purchaser, mortgagee or lessee of any 
Parcel, a certificate stating: (a) that the Agreement is in full force and effect, if the same is 
true; (b) that the Developer is not in default under any of the terms, covenants or conditions of 
the Agreement, or, if the Developer is in default, specifying same; and (c) such other matters 
as the Developer reasonably requests; provided, however, that the City shall not be obligated 
to execute and deliver any such certificate if the Developer has failed to perform any of its 
obligations under this Agreement.  

 
Section 9. Representations of the Parties. The Developer hereby represents that it 

has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement and carry out its terms and the persons 
whose names appear on this Agreement are duly authorized and empowered to make and execute 
this Agreement on behalf of the Developer. The City hereby represents that (i) the Original 
Commercial TIF Resolution was passed by the Board of Commissioners on December 23, 2019 
and remains in full force and effect; (ii) this Agreement is authorized by the TIF Resolutions; 
(iii) the City has full power and authority to enter into this Agreement, to carry out its terms 
and to perform its obligations under this Agreement and under the TIF Resolutions; (iv) the 
persons whose names appear on this Agreement are duly authorized and empowered to make and 
execute this Agreement on behalf of the City; (v) the City will not amend, modify, or repeal the 
TIF Resolutions in any way that would affect the amount of Service Payments payable to the City, 
except as required by law; and (vi) the City will not use or encumber any Service Payments other 
than as provided in the TIF Resolutions and this Agreement. 
  
 Section 10.  Remedies.    
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A.  Any one or more of the following constitutes an “Event of Default” under this 

Agreement: 
 
  (i) The Developer or the City fails to perform or observe any material 

obligation punctually and as due under this Agreement, provided that if a Force Majeure 
(as such term is defined below) event causes the failure, the Developer or City may receive 
an additional period of time as is reasonably necessary to perform or observe the material 
obligation in light of the event if it notifies the other of the potential event and the extent 
of the delay promptly after becoming aware of the event; 

 
(ii) The Developer or the City makes a representation or warranty in this 

Agreement that is materially false or misleading at the time it is made; 
 
(iii) The Developer files a petition for the appointment of a receiver or a trustee 

with respect to it or any of its property; 
 
(iv) The Developer makes a general assignment for the benefit of creditors; 
 
(v) A court enters an order for relief pursuant to any Chapter of Title 11 of the 

U.S. Code, as the same may be amended from time to time, with the Developer as debtor; 
or; 

 
(vi) The Developer files an insolvency proceeding with respect to itself or any 

proceeding with respect to itself for compromise, adjustment or other relief under the laws 
of any country or state relating to the relief of debtors. 

 
 As used in this Section, “Force Majeure” means any event that is not within the control of 
a party or its affiliates, employees, contractors, subcontractors or material suppliers that delays 
performance of any obligation under this Agreement including, but not limited to, the following 
acts: acts of God; fires; epidemics; pandemics; landslides; floods; strikes; lockouts or other 
industrial disturbances; acts of public enemies; acts or orders of any kind of any governmental 
authority; insurrections; riots; civil disturbances; arrests; explosions; breakage or malfunctions of 
or accidents to machinery, transmission pipes or canals; partial or entire failures of utilities; 
shortages of labor, materials, supplies or transportation; lightning, earthquakes, hurricanes, 
tornadoes, storms or droughts; periods of unusually inclement weather or excessive precipitation; 
or orders or restraints of any kind of the government of the United States or of the State (and in the 
case of a Force Majeure claim by a Developer, the City or any departments, agencies, political 
subdivisions or officials that are not in response to a violation of law or regulations).   
 

B. General Right to Cure.  In the event of any Event of Default in or breach of this 
Agreement, or any of its terms or conditions, by any party hereto, the defaulting party will, upon 
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written notice from the other, proceed, as soon as reasonably possible, to cure or remedy such 
Event of Default or breach, and, in any event, within 30 calendar days after receipt of such notice.  
In the event such Event of Default or breach is of such nature that it cannot be cured or remedied 
within said 30 calendar-day period, then in such event the defaulting party will upon written notice 
from the other commence its actions to cure or remedy said breach within said 30 calendar-day 
period, and proceed diligently thereafter to cure or remedy said breach. 
 

C. Remedies.  If a defaulting party fails to cure any Event of Default pursuant to 
paragraph (B) of this Section, a party may institute such proceedings against the defaulting party as 
may be necessary or desirable in its opinion to cure and remedy such default or breach.  Such remedies 
include, but are not limited to: (i) instituting proceedings to compel specific performance by the 
defaulting party, (ii) suspending or terminating the obligations of the non-defaulting party under this 
Agreement,  provided the aggrieved party must provide 30 calendar days’ notice of any termination 
to the defaulting party and provided further that the aggrieved party must rescind the termination 
notice and not terminate the Agreement if the defaulting party cures all Events of Default within a 
reasonable time thereafter, and (iii) any other rights and remedies available at law, in equity or 
otherwise to collect all amounts then becoming due or to enforce the performance of any obligation 
under this Agreement.  The obligations of the City may be enforced to the extent permitted by law by 
mandamus or any suit or proceeding in law or equity. 

 
Section 11. Agreement Binding on Parties; No Personal Liability; City 

Consents. All covenants, obligations, and agreements of the City and the Developer contained 
in this Agreement shall be effective to the extent authorized and permitted by applicable law. 
No such covenant, obligation, or agreement shall be deemed to be a covenant, obligation, or 
agreement of any present or future member, official, officer, agent, or employee of the City 
in other than their official capacity or of any individual person who is a partner, shareholder, 
director, member, manager, employee, officer, or agent of the Developer other than in their 
capacity as a partner, shareholder, director, member, manager, employee, officer, or agent, 
and neither the members of the City Council nor any City official executing this Agreement, 
or any individual person executing this Agreement on behalf of the Developer, shall be liable 
personally by reason of the covenants, obligations, or agreements of the City or the Developer 
contained in this Agreement.  The City is a political subdivision of the State of Ohio and is 
entitled to all of the immunities and defenses provided by law. 

 
Any consent of the City to be given under this Agreement may be given by the Authorized 

City Representative and shall be given in writing. 
 
Section 12. Merger and Amendments. This Agreement supersedes any and all other 

agreements, either oral or in writing, between the City and the Developer with respect to the matters 
contained in this Agreement and contains all of the covenants, agreements, and other terms and 
conditions between the City and the Developer with respect to the same. No waivers, alterations, 
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or modifications of this Agreement or any agreements in connection with this Agreement shall be 
valid unless in writing and duly executed by both the City and the Developer. 

 
Section 13. Waivers. All waivers of the provisions of this Agreement must be in writing 

and signed by the City Mayor (together with any other officer from time to time designated in 
writing by the City Mayor, the “Authorized City Representative”) and the Managing Member of 
the Developer (together with any other officer from time to time designated in writing by the 
Managing Member of the Developer, the “Authorized Developer Representative”).  No consent or 
waiver, express or implied, by either party to or of any breach of any covenant, condition, or duty 
of the other party shall be construed as a consent or waiver to or of any other breach of the same 
or any other covenant, condition or duty to be observed by the other party. 

 
Section 14. Notices. Except as otherwise specifically set forth in this Agreement, all 

notices, certificates, demands, requests, consents or approvals given, required or permitted to 
be given hereunder shall be in writing and shall be deemed sufficiently given if actually received 
or if hand-delivered or sent by recognized overnight delivery service or by certified mail, 
postage prepaid and return receipt requested, addressed to the other party at the address set forth 
in this Agreement, or to such other address as the recipient shall have previously notified the 
sender of in writing, and shall be deemed received upon actual receipt, unless sent by certified 
mail, in which event such notice shall be deemed to have been received when the return receipt 
is signed or refused. The parties, by notice given hereunder, may designate any further or 
different addresses to which subsequent notices, certificates, demands, requests, consents or 
approvals, or other communications shall be sent. The present notice addresses of the parties 
follow: 

(a) To the Developer at: Residences at Founders Grove, LLC 
821 S. Main Street 
North Canton, Ohio 44720 
Attention: Justin Logan 
 

   With a Copy to: Jamie Minor, Esq.  
Winkhart Law Group, LLC  
825 S. Main Street  
North Canton, Ohio 44720 

 
(b) To the City at:  City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 

5 North Gay Street, Suite 222 
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050 
Attention: Director of Law 

 
   With a Copy to: J. Caleb Bell 
      Bricker Graydon Wyatt LLP 
      100 South Third Street 
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      Columbus, Ohio 43214 
 

Section 15. Counterparts. This Agreement may be signed in one or more counterparts 
or duplicate signature pages with the same force and effect as if all required signatures were 
contained in a single original instrument. Any one or more of such counterparts or duplicate 
signature pages may be removed from any one or more original copies of this Agreement and 
annexed to other counterparts or duplicate signature pages to form a completely executed original 
instrument. 
 

Section 16. Severability and Cooperation Clause. In the event that any portions, 
sections or subsections of this Agreement are rendered invalid by the decision of any court or by 
the enactment of any law, resolution or regulation, such provision of this Agreement will be 
deemed to have never been included therein and the balance of the Agreement shall continue in 
full force and effect.  If the terms of this Agreement, or any amendment or amendments to any 
provision of the City’s laws are required to be enacted or amended as a consequence of this 
Agreement, are challenged by either referendum or administrative appeal to the courts or such 
other legal or equitable remedies sought by those who may oppose this Agreement, the parties 
agree to cooperate with each other to uphold the validity and enforceability of this Agreement, 
because the parties recognize that it is within the discretion of the City under the laws and 
Constitution of the State of Ohio to provide for agreements between landowners and municipalities 
to further what is in the best interest of the public health, safety and welfare of a municipality and 
the other rights of private property there under. This cooperation clause only pertains to the 
decisions of City Council relating to this Agreement, and this cooperation clause cannot be used 
to attempt to force the City Council to override other legislative or administrative decisions relating 
to the Development. 

 
Section 17. Relationship of Parties. Nothing contained in this Agreement shall be 

deemed or construed, either by the parties to this Agreement or by any third party, to create the 
relationship of principal and agent or to create any partnership, joint venture or other association 
between Developer and the City. 

 
Section 18. Captions. The captions and headings in this Agreement are for convenience 

only and in no way define, limit or describe the scope or intent of any provisions or sections of this 
Agreement. 

 
Section 19. City’s Right to Access Records. The Developer agrees to maintain records 

pertaining to this Agreement in compliance with R.C. 149.43 (the “Public Records Law”). 
Notwithstanding anything to the contrary contained in this Agreement or within any other 
document supplied to the City by the Developer, the Developer understands and acknowledges 
that the City is a governmental entity subject to the laws of the State of Ohio and that this 
Agreement, and any reports, data or other information supplied to the City by the Developer 
relating to the Agreement or the Development, may be subject to disclosure as a public record in 
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accordance with the laws of the State of Ohio, including the Public Records Law. In the event of a 
public record request made to the City pursuant to and in accordance with the Public Records Law, 
the Developer agrees to cooperate with the City so the City can comply with any such public record 
request. 

 
Section 20. Governing Law and Choice of Forum. This Agreement shall be governed 

exclusively by and construed in accordance with the laws of the State of Ohio, without regard to 
its conflict of law provisions that would cause the application of the laws of another jurisdiction.  
Each of the City and the Developer irrevocably consents to the jurisdiction of any state court 
located within City of Mount Vernon, Ohio in connection with any matter based upon or arising 
out of this Agreement, agrees that process may be served upon them in any manner authorized by 
the laws of the State of Ohio, and waived and covenants not to assert or plead any objection which 
they might otherwise have under such jurisdiction or such process. 

 
Section 21. Assignments. This Agreement shall be binding upon and inure to the 

benefit of the Developer and its beneficiaries, successors and assigns, including successive as well 
as immediate successors and assigns, and shall be binding upon and inure to the benefit of the City, 
and its successors and assigns. Except as otherwise provided in this Section, the Developer agrees 
not to assign this Agreement without the prior written consent of the City, which consent shall 
not be unreasonably withheld (and shall not, in any event, be withheld to stop or delay 
development consistent with zoning already in effect). Notwithstanding any provisions to the 
contrary in this Agreement and without the consent of the City: (i) the Developer may assign 
its interest in this Agreement to an entity controlled by or under common control with the 
Developer; (ii) the Developer, in a written instrument signed by the Developer and approved by 
the City, may designate an authorized designee to receive all or any portion of the Service 
Payments payable to the Developer pursuant to this Agreement, upon which designation such 
designee shall receive the portion of Service Payments specified by the Developer as if it was 
the Developer under this Agreement; and (iii) the Developer, as security for the payment of all 
or any portion of the Service Payments payable to the Developer pursuant to this Agreement to 
a designee, may collaterally assign its right, title, and interest in and to this Agreement. 

 
Section 22. Further Actions.  The City and the Developer agree to execute such 

additional documents and take such further actions as may reasonably be required to carry out the 
provisions and intent of this Agreement. 

 
Section 23. Language.  The language in all parts of this Agreement shall in all cases be 

construed as a whole according to its fair meaning and not strictly for nor against either the City 
or the Developer.  Section headings in this Agreement are for convenience only and are not to be 
constructed as part of this Agreement or in any way defining, limiting or amplifying the provisions 
of this Agreement. 
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Section 24. Litigation Notice; Management.  The Developer shall give the City 
prompt notice of any action, suit or proceeding by or against the Developer, at law or in equity, or 
before any governmental instrumentality or agency, of which the Developer has notice, which, if 
adversely determined, would materially impair the right or ability of the Developer to implement, 
operate, maintain and develop the Development or would materially and adversely affect any of 
its business, operations, properties, assets or condition (financial or otherwise) together with a 
written statement setting forth the details and any actions taken or proposed to be taken by 
Developer in response. 

 
Section 25. Term. The City and the Developer agree that except as expressly set forth 

in this Agreement, following the payment of all Service Payments due pursuant to the TIF 
Resolution and this Agreement, this Agreement, and all obligations of the parties under this 
Agreement (except as otherwise set forth in this Agreement) shall terminate and be of no further 
force or effect. 
 

[Remainder of the Page Intentionally Left Blank] 
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As evidence of their intent to be bound by this Agreement, the authorized representatives of each 
of the City and the Developer have executed this Agreement for and on behalf of the City and 
the Developer as of the date first set forth above. 
 

 
CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO, 
as City 
 
 
By:       
 
Name: Matthew T. Starr 
 
Title: Mayor 
 
 
Approved as to Form: 
 
By:       
 
Name: P. Robert Broeren, Jr. 
 
Title: Law Director    
 
 
 
 
RESIDENCES AT FOUNDERS GROVE, 
LLC,  
as Developer 
 
 
 
By:       
 
Name:       
 
Title:       
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EXHIBIT A 
  

PROJECT AREA 
 

 The Project Area, as described and depicted in the TIF Resolution and including Knox 
City Auditor parcel identification number 71-00050.000, is within the blue boundary lines in the 
map below: 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

DEVELOPER PUBLIC IMPROVEMENTS 
 

The Developer Public Improvements consist generally of acquiring and constructing the 
infrastructure described below: 
 

• Water and sewer lines 
 

The Developer Public Improvements specifically include the costs of financing the Developer 
Public Improvements, including the items of “costs of permanent improvements” set forth in 
R.C. 133.15(B), and incurred with respect to the Developer Public Improvements, which 
“costs” specifically include any reimbursement payments for the reimbursement of the costs of 
the Developer Public Improvements and the debt service on, and other expenses relating to the 
issuance of, any bonds, notes, or other obligations issued to finance the Developer Public 
Improvements. 
 
The City Council, in the TIF Resolution, have determined that all of the Developer Public 
Improvements described above are “public infrastructure improvements” (as defined in R.C. 
5709.40(A)(8) and are intended to directly benefit the parcels of the Project Area). 
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EXHIBIT C 

FORM OF CERTIFIED STATEMENT 
 
To: City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 
 

Attention: Mayor; City Auditor  
 
Subject: Request for Reimbursement from the TIF Fund for Developer Public 

Improvements pursuant to the terms of the Tax Increment Financing and 
Development Agreement dated ____________, 2026 (the “Agreement”), by 
and between City of Mount Vernon, Ohio, and Residences at Founders 
Grove, LLC (the “Developer”). 

 
You are hereby requested to approve the amount of $____________ as Costs for the 

purposes set forth in Item I attached hereto.  Unless otherwise defined herein, all capitalized terms 
set forth but not defined in this Certified Statement have the respective meanings assigned to them 
in the Agreement. 

 
The undersigned authorized representative of the Developer does hereby certify on behalf 

of the Developer that: 
 
(i) I have read the Agreement and definitions relating thereto and have reviewed 

appropriate records and documents relating to the matters covered by this Certified 
Statement; 

 
(ii) The disbursement herein requested is for an obligation properly incurred, is a proper 

charge as a cost of the Developer Public Improvements (as defined in the 
Agreement), and has not been the basis of any previous reimbursement request; 

 
(iii) The Developer is in material compliance with all provisions and requirements of 

the Agreement; 
 
(iv) The reimbursement requested hereby does not include any amount which is being 

retained under any holdbacks or retainages provided for in any applicable 
agreement;  

 
(v) The Developer has, or the appropriate parties on the Developer’s behalf has, 

asserted its entitlement to all available manufacturer’s warranties to date upon 
acquisition of possession of or title to the Developer Public Improvements or any 
part thereof which warranties have vested in the Developer;  

 
(vi) The Developer is not aware of any mechanic’s or materialman’s liens (excluding 

those for which a bond or other form of security has been posted) from any 
contractors, subcontractors and suppliers (which would not include sellers of 
machinery and equipment) who have provided services or materials for the Public 
Infrastructure Improvements for which reimbursement is requested pursuant to this 
Certified Statement. 
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(vii)  The Developer has obtained lien releases from any contractors, subcontractors and 
suppliers who have provided services or materials for the Developer Public 
Improvements for which reimbursement is requested pursuant to this Certified 
Statement. 

 
 
 

 
EXECUTED this ____ day of  ____________, 20__. 
 
 
  _____________________ 
   

By:       
 

Printed:        
 

Title:          
 
 
 

 
APPROVED this _____ day of 20___: 
 
     
       City Auditor  
       City of Mount Vernon, Ohio  
 

 
 
       

       Mayor 
       City of Mount Vernon, Ohio  
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ITEM I 
 
Requisition No.    for Developer Public Improvements 
 
Pay to      
 

Amount $   
 

For Account of: 
Account Number: 
Wiring Instructions: 

 
For the purpose of reimbursing the following payments previously paid by the Developer for the 
Developer Public Improvements: 
 
Name of Vendor Service Rendered Time Period  Cost of Service Rendered 
 
1. 
 
2. 
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EXHIBIT D 

 
COST BUDGET 

 
[See Attached] 
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 City Council Meeting: 6/22/2026 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Land Use & Development 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Jacklin, Keener  
       Category: Contract  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Darby Dooley 
 Ordinance 2026-24   

 

APPROVING THE APPLICATION TO ADD CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY TO THE MOUNT 
VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY DISTRICT AND TO AMEND THE PETITION 

FOR ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MOUNT VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY AS A 
NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY UNDER CHAPTER 349 OF THE OHIO REVISED CODE; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code (“R.C.”) Chapter 349, the City of Mount 
Vernon, Ohio, as statutory developer within the meaning of R.C. Section 349.01(E) (the 
“Developer”), together with Arista Villas Mount Vernon LLC  (the “Property Owner”), as owner 
of the Additional Property (Arista Villas Development Site) as described in that certain 
application (the “Application”) filed on June3, 2026 with the City Council of the City of Mount 
Vernon, Ohio (the “Council”) to add real property to the territory comprising the Mount Vernon 
New Community Authority District (the “District”), and to amend the petition (the “Petition”) as 
originally filed with the Clerk of Council of the City for the establishment of the Mount Vernon 
New Community Authority; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council is the “organizational board of commissioners,” as that term is 
defined in R.C. Section 349.01(F), for the Authority; and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council determined that the Application complies with the requirements 
of R.C. Section 349.03 as to form and substance by its Ordinance No. 2026-___, adopted on 
__________ ___, 2026; and 
 

WHEREAS, on __________ ___, 2026 and pursuant to R.C. Section 349.03(A), this 
Council held a public hearing on the Application after public notice was duly published in 
accordance with R.C. Section 349.03. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon 
that:  

 
SECTION 1: Council finds and determines that the addition of property to the District, as 

described in the Application, will be conducive to the public health, safety, convenience, and 
welfare, and is intended to result in the continued development of a new community as defined 
in R.C. Section 349.01(A). 
 

SECTION 2: The Application is hereby accepted by this Ordinance and shall be 
recorded, along with this Ordinance, in the journal of Council, as the organizational board of 
commissioners. 
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SECTION 4:  The existing boundary of the District shall be amended to include the 
territory set forth in Exhibit A attached to this Ordinance. 
 

SECTION 5:  Council finds and determines that all formal actions of Council concerning 
and relating to the adoption of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council and 
that all deliberations of this Council and of any committees that result in those formal actions 
were in meetings open to the public in compliance with the law. 
 
 SECTION 6:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 
for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 
to allow the expansion of the City’s New Community Authority to aid the construction of 
infrastructure for new development without delay, and said Ordinance shall, therefore, become 
effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the 
affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to this Council; otherwise, it shall 
take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
 
 
 

 
     ________________________________ 

      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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 City Council Meeting: 6/22/2026 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Land Use & Development 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Jacklin, Keener  
       Category: Contract  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Zac Sherman 
  Initiator: Darby Dooley 
 Ordinance 2026-26   

 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING TWO INCENTIVE DISTRICTS AND DECLARING 
IMPROVEMENTS TO CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY WITHIN THE INCENTIVE DISTRICTS 

TO BE A PUBLIC PURPOSE, AND EXEMPT FROM REAL PROPERTY TAXATION; 
IDENTIFYING CERTAIN PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS MADE, TO BE 
MADE, OR IN THE PROCESS OF BEING MADE, THAT WILL BENEFIT OR SERVE THE 

PARCELS IN THE INCENTIVE DISTRICTS; REQUIRING THE OWNERS OF THOSE 
PARCELS TO MAKE SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF REAL PROPERTY TAXES; 

ESTABLISHING A MUNICIPAL PUBLIC IMPROVEMENT TAX INCREMENT 
EQUIVALENT FUND FOR THE DEPOSIT OF SUCH SERVICE PAYMENTS IN LIEU OF 
REAL PROPERTY TAXES; APPROVING AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND 

DELIVERY OF A TAX INCREMENT FINANCING AGREEMENT WITH ARISTA VILLAS 
MOUNT VERNON, LLC AND OTHER AGREEMENTS AND APPROVING RELATED 

MATTERS AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code (“R.C.”) Sections 5709.40, 5709.42, 5709.43, 5709.82 
and 5709.83 (the “TIF Statute”) provide that this City Council (the “Council”) of the City of 
Mount Vernon, Knox County, Ohio (the “City”) may, under certain circumstances, authorize one 
or more incentive districts within the City, and declare the Improvements (as defined below) to real 
property located within those incentive districts, to be a public purpose, exempt a percentage of 
such Improvements from real property taxation, identify certain public infrastructure 
improvements made, to be made, or in the process of being made, that will benefit or serve that 
real property, identify one or more specific projects being, or to be, undertaken in the incentive 
districts that place additional demand on the designated public infrastructure improvements, 
provide for payments in lieu of real property taxes by the owners of the real property, and establish 
a public improvement tax increment equivalent fund and accounts and subaccounts therein; and 
 

WHEREAS, the real property comprising each of the Incentive Districts, defined below 
and described on Exhibit A attached hereto and incorporated herein (the “Property” with each 
parcel comprising the Property being referred to individually as a “Parcel”) is located within the 
City and is (i) not more than three hundred (300) total acres in size, (ii) enclosed by a continuous 
boundary, and (iii) not currently subject to another real property tax exemption authorized 
pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(B) nor included within an existing incentive district established 
under R.C. Section 5709.40(C); and  
 

WHEREAS, Arista Villas Mount Vernon, LLC (the “Developer”) intends to construct or 
cause to be constructed what is currently anticipated to include one hundred (100) single-family 
homes and appurtenances related thereto to be conveyed to future owners in fee simple (the 
“Project”) upon the Property, all as further described pursuant to that certain Development 
Agreement executed between the City and the Developer on [________, 2026] and approved by 
this Council pursuant to Ordinance [______] on [________, 2026]; and  
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WHEREAS, the public infrastructure improvements described by Exhibit B attached 

hereto and incorporated herein (the “Public Infrastructure Improvements”) will benefit or serve 
the Parcels comprising each of the Incentive Districts, and as required by R.C. Section 
5709.40(C)(3)(a), this Council has determined that the Project will place additional demand on 
the Public Infrastructure Improvements to be located at the Property and within each of the 
Incentive Districts; and 
 

WHEREAS, as required by R.C. Section 5709.40(A)(5)(f), this Council has approved a 
written Economic Development Plan (the “Plan”) for each of the Incentive Districts and 
delineated an “overlay” (as defined by R.C. Section 5709.40(A)(6)) upon a map of the proposed 
Incentive Districts pursuant to its adoption of Resolution [__] on [_________, 2026]; and 
  

WHEREAS, as required by R.C. Section 5709.40(A)(5)(f), the Engineer for the City has 
certified, effective [________, 2026], that the public infrastructure serving each of the Incentive 
Districts is inadequate to meet the development needs of the Incentive Districts, all as further 
evidenced by the Plan; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(C)(2)(a), the City held a public hearing 
on [_______, 2026], which such hearing occurred not later than thirty (30) days prior to the date 
on which this Council considered adoption of this Ordinance, notice of the public hearing was 
sent by first-class mail to each owner of each Parcel to be located within the boundaries of the 
proposed Incentive Districts not later than thirty (30) days prior to the public hearing, and this 
Council has not received any written request for any Parcel to be excluded from inclusion in any 
Incentive District from any owner pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(C)(2)(a); and 
 

WHEREAS, this Council has determined that it is in the best interest of the City to 
establish [two (2)] Incentive Districts (each an individual “Incentive District” and collectively, 
the “Incentive Districts”) inclusive of the Property, declare the Improvements to the Property to 
be a public purpose, and to exempt a percentage of such Improvements from real property 
taxation as provided in this Ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to the TIF Statute, the boundaries of the Incentive Districts are 
coextensive with the boundaries of, and will include only, the respective portions of one or more 
Parcels comprising the Property, as specifically identified and depicted by Exhibit A attached 
hereto and incorporated herein; and 
 

WHEREAS, under R.C. Section 5709.42, this Council has determined to require the 
owner or owners of each Parcel comprising the Property within each Incentive District, together 
with their successors and assigns (each an “Owner”, and collectively the “Owners”), to make 
service payments in lieu of real property taxes on the portion of the Improvements exempted 
from real property taxation pursuant to this Ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, under R.C. Section 5709.43, this Council has determined to establish a 
municipal public improvement tax increment equivalent fund for the deposit of service payments 
in lieu of real property taxes (the “Arista Villas Incentive District TIF Fund”); and 
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WHEREAS, this Council desires that the Treasurer of Knox County, Ohio (the “County 

Treasurer”) forward service payments in lieu of real property taxes in the manner prescribed by 
Section 4 of this Ordinance, all in accordance with R.C. Sections 5709.42 and 5709.43; and 
 

WHEREAS, it is the intention of this Council to pay to the Mount Vernon City School 
District and the Knox County Career Center (the “School Districts”) certain compensation 
payments in the amount of the real property taxes that would have been payable to each of the 
School Districts if the Improvements had not been exempted from real property taxation pursuant 
to this Ordinance; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City sent notice of this Council’s intention to exempt the Improvements 
from real property taxation to the Boards of Education of each School District in accordance 
with R.C. Sections 5709.40(D) and 5709.83 and hereby ratifies the giving of such notice by the 
City; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City desires that the Public Infrastructure Improvements be constructed 
in conjunction with the Project and desires to enter into the tax increment financing agreement 
(the “TIF Agreement”) substantially in the form attached hereto as Exhibit C and incorporated 
herein, including as may be amended from time to time, all in order to set forth the manner in 
which the costs of the Public Infrastructure Improvements shall be paid; and  
 

WHEREAS, the City has provided a forty-five (45) business day notice to the Board of 
Commissioners of Knox County, Ohio (the “County”) pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(E) prior 
to taking formal action to adopt this Ordinance and has determined to pay to the County, if 
applicable, certain compensation payments pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(E) either pursuant 
to one or more County Compensation Agreements (as defined herein) or the compensation 
payments that would be otherwise due to the County pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(E).   
 

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Ordained by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 
Ohio that:  
 
SECTION I. This Council hereby establishes each of the following Incentive Districts: 

Arista Villas Incentive District No. 1 and Arista Villas Incentive District 
No. 2.  Each Incentive District consists of a portion of one or more Parcels 
comprising the Property.  The boundaries of each Incentive District are 
depicted on Exhibit A hereto and incorporated herein.   

Pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(C), this Council finds and determines 
that it is in the best interest of the City to declare the increase in the 
assessed value of each Parcel comprising the Property within each 
Incentive District after the effective date of this Ordinance (the 
“Improvements”) to be a public purpose and to authorize an exemption 
from real property taxation equal to one hundred percent (100%) of such 
Improvements (the “TIF Exemptions”).  The TIF Exemption shall 
commence with respect to each Incentive District on the earlier of (i) the 
first tax year following the effective date of this Ordinance for which 
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Improvements attributable to the construction of one or more structures 
totaling at least two million five hundred thousand dollars ($2,500,000.00) 
in true value first appear on the tax list and duplicate of real and public 
utility property within the boundaries of the individual Incentive District 
or (ii) tax year 2035 (the “Commencement Date”).  The TIF Exemption 
shall end, with respect to each Incentive District, on the earlier of (i) thirty 
(30) years after the Commencement Date or (ii) the date on which the 
Public Infrastructure Improvements are paid in full and the City can no 
longer require Service Payments from the Owners, all in accordance with 
the requirements of the TIF Statute.   

The Public Infrastructure Improvements described in Exhibit B hereto, 
made, to be made, or in the process of being made, are hereby designated 
as public infrastructure improvements that benefit or serve, or that will 
benefit or serve, the Incentive Districts. As required by R.C. Section 
5709.40(C)(3)(a), this Council hereby determines that the Project will 
place additional demand on the Public Infrastructure Improvements to be 
located at the Property and within each of the Incentive Districts. 

SECTION II. Pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.42, this Council directs and requires each 
Owner of each Parcel comprising the Property included within each 
Incentive District to make annual service payments in lieu of real property 
taxes with respect to the Improvements allocable to each Parcel to the 
County Treasurer on or before the final dates for payment of real property 
taxes.  Service payments in lieu of real property taxes, including any 
penalties and interest at the then current rate established under R.C. 
Sections 323.121 and R.C. 5703.47, will be charged and collected in the 
same manner and in the same amount as the real property taxes that would 
have been charged and payable against the Improvements if they were not 
subject to the TIF Exemptions authorized by this Ordinance.  Such service 
payments in lieu of taxes, penalties, and interest, and any other payments 
with respect to Improvements that are received by the County Treasurer in 
connection with the reduction required by R.C. Sections 319.302, 321.24, 
323.152 and 323.156, as the same may be amended from time to time, or 
any successor provisions, as the same may be amended from time to time 
(the “Property Tax Rollback Payments,” and together with the service 
payments in lieu of real property taxes, penalties, and interest described 
above, the “Service Payments”), will be allocated and distributed in 
accordance with Section 4 of this Ordinance.   

SECTION III.   This Council hereby establishes, pursuant to and in accordance with the 
provisions of the TIF Statute, the Arista Villas Incentive District TIF Fund 
into which the City shall deposit all Service Payments collected with 
respect to the Property and received from the County Treasurer.  Within 
the Arista Villas Incentive District TIF Fund, the Fiscal Officer of the City 
is hereby authorized to establish one or more accounts or sub-accounts 
associated with the applicable Incentive District, as may be required from 
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time to time in the sole discretion of the Fiscal Officer, including the 
following separate sub-accounts: 

1. Arista Villas Incentive District No. 1 TIF Fund Sub-Account; and   
2. Arista Villas Incentive District No. 2 TIF Fund Sub-Account 

The City, in its sole discretion, may utilize Service Payments deposited 
into the Arista Villas Incentive District TIF Fund and its associated 
accounts and sub-accounts for the purposes authorized by the TIF Statute, 
this Ordinance, and other generally applicable Ohio law, including, but not 
limited to, paying costs of the Public Infrastructure Improvements in a 
manner consistent with the TIF Agreement and, if applicable, one or more 
County Compensation Agreements.  The Arista Villas Incentive District 
TIF Fund shall exist so long as Service Payments are collected and used 
for the purposes described above, after which the Arista Villas Incentive 
District TIF Fund and its associated accounts and sub-accounts are to be 
dissolved and any surplus funds remaining in the Arista Villas Incentive 
District TIF Fund shall be transferred to the City’s general fund, all as set 
forth under R.C. Section 5709.43. 

SECTION IV.   At the same time and in the same manner as real property tax 
distributions, the City requests that the County Treasurer distribute the 
Service Payments applicable to each Incentive District as follows: 

FIRST, to the appropriate taxing authorities the portion of the 
Service Payments that represent payments required under R.C. 
5709.40(F), as required by the County Treasurer pursuant to R.C. 
Section 5709.43(C); and  

SECOND, to each of the School Districts the amount of the real 
property taxes that would have been payable to each of the School 
Districts if the Improvements had not been exempted from taxation 
pursuant to this Ordinance; and  

THIRD, the remainder to the City for deposit into the Arista Villas 
Incentive District TIF Fund.  

The City shall then use the Service Payments for the following purposes, 
as identified and approved by the City from time to time:  

FIRST, to the City on the date which is 30 business days after each 
semi-annual date on which the County Auditor settles real property 
taxes with the City (each, a “Payment Date”) to reimburse the 
City’s reasonable legal fees and administrative costs associated 
with administering the TIF Exemptions and carrying out its 
ongoing obligations under the TIF Agreement (the “City’s 
Administrative Costs”), including without limitation any payment 
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to third party administrators assisting the City in its administration 
of the tax increment financing program created by this Ordinance; 

 
SECOND, to the Developer, to reimburse the Developer for all 
remaining costs associated with the Public Infrastructure 
Improvements constructed by, or on behalf of, the Developer until 
the Developer’s expenses have been reimbursed in full (the 
“Developer Reimbursement Amount”), all on the terms and 
conditions further provided in and described by the TIF 
Agreement; and  

 
THIRD, payment of the costs of any Public Infrastructure 
Improvements defined by R.C. Section 5709.40(A)(8) and selected 
in the sole discretion of the City, made, to be made, or in the 
process of being made that will benefit or serve the Parcels of the 
Property included within the Incentive Districts, all as authorized 
under Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.40 and more particularly 
defined by Exhibit B attached hereto and incorporated herein, and  

FOURTH, for any other lawful purpose pursuant to this Ordinance, 
the TIF Statute, its related laws and rules, and other generally 
applicable Ohio law.  

SECTION V.   This Council hereby approves (i) the TIF Agreement to be executed by 
and among the City and the Developer, in substantially the form attached 
hereto as Exhibit C and incorporated herein and (ii) one or more County 
Compensation Agreements, if applicable, to be executed between the City 
and the County pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(E)(2).  The Mayor and 
the Fiscal Officer, together with their designees, are hereby authorized to 
execute and deliver the TIF Agreement and, if applicable, the one or more 
County Compensation Agreements authorized by this Ordinance, together 
with such changes as are not inconsistent with this Ordinance and as are 
not materially adverse to the City as may be approved by the Mayor, 
which such approval shall be evidenced conclusively by the execution of 
the TIF Agreement and the County Compensation Agreements authorized 
by this Ordinance by the Mayor and the Fiscal Officer.  The Mayor and 
the Fiscal Officer, together with their designees, are authorized and 
directed to sign any other agreement, document, instrument, amendment, 
or certificate and to take such actions as are necessary or appropriate to 
consummate or implement the transactions described in or contemplated 
by this Ordinance, the TIF Agreement, and, if applicable, the County 
Compensation Agreements.    

SECTION VI.   This Council further authorizes and directs the Mayor and the Fiscal 
Officer, or their designees, and other appropriate officers of the City to: (i) 
make such arrangements as are necessary and proper for the collection of 
Service Payments from the Owners of any of the Parcels comprising the 
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Property and included within any of the Incentive Districts, (ii) facilitate 
the payment of the Service Payments from the County Treasurer to the 
City for deposit into the Arista Villas Incentive District TIF Fund, (iii) 
prepare and sign all agreements, documents, instruments, amendments, or 
certificates as may be necessary to implement this Ordinance from time to 
time, including, but not limited to, any applications for real property tax 
exemption and remission (Form DTE-24) that may be required with 
respect to each Incentive District; and (iv) take all other actions as may be 
appropriate to implement this Ordinance.   

For the avoidance of doubt, R.C. Section 5709.911 shall govern the 
priority status of the TIF Exemptions authorized pursuant to this 
Ordinance.  Pursuant to R.C. 5709.40(C), 5709.911, and the TIF 
Agreement, the City may apply for the TIF Exemptions authorized 
pursuant to this Ordinance.  

SECTION VII.   Pursuant to R.C. Section 5709.40(I), the Mayor and the Fiscal Officer, 
together with their designees, are authorized and directed to deliver a copy 
of this Ordinance to the Director of the Ohio Department of Development 
(“ODOD”) within fifteen (15) days of its adoption.  On or before March 
31st of each year that a TIF Exemption authorized pursuant to this 
Ordinance remains in effect, the Mayor and the Fiscal Officer, together 
with their designees, are authorized to prepare and submit the status report 
required under R.C. Section 5709.40(I) to the Director of ODOD. 

SECTION VIII.   In accordance with R.C. Section 5709.832, this Council hereby 
determines that no entity doing business upon any Parcel or any portion of 
any Parcel comprising the Property and included within any Incentive 
District shall deny any individual employment based on considerations of 
race, religion, sex, disability, color, national origin, or ancestry. 

 
SECTION IX.   The City acknowledges that it has created, or has joined, an applicable Tax 

Incentive Review Council (the “TIRC”) with the membership of the TIRC 
constituted in accordance with R.C. Section 5709.85.  The TIRC shall, in 
accordance with R.C. Section 5709.85, annually review all TIF 
Exemptions resulting from the declarations set forth in this Ordinance and 
any other such matters as may properly come before the TIRC, all in 
accordance with R.C. Section 5709.85. 

 
SECTION X.   This Council finds and determines that all formal actions of this Council and 

any of its committees concerning and relating to the passage of this 
Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and that all 
deliberations of this Council and any of its committees that resulted in those 
formal actions were in meetings open to the public, all in compliance with 
the law including R.C. Section 121.22. 
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SECTION XI.   That this Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 
necessary for the immediate preservation of public peace, property, health, 
and safety in the City, and to specifically allow for the timely development 
of the Project at the Property, it shall take effect immediately upon its 
adoption.  

 
 

 
     ________________________________ 

      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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EXHIBIT A 

Description of Parcels 

The parcels to be included within the Arista Villas Incentive Districts pursuant to the TIF 
Ordinance include those parcels of real property identified by the County Auditor of Knox 
County, Ohio as having the Permanent Parcel Identification Number 66-07961.000, as such 
parcels may be further sub-divided, combined, re-combined, re-numbered, or re-platted from 
time to time.  
 
For ease of reference, the following maps of the parcels to be included within the Arista Villas 
Incentive Districts are provided below with the relevant portion of the parcels comprising the 
real property outlined in red as well as the respective overlays associated with the Arista Villas 
Incentive Districts. 
 
The real property located within the Arista Villas Incentive Districts is estimated to include 39.92  
acres of real property.   
 

[See Attached] 
 

 

Description of Incentive Districts 
 

It is presently expected that the Developer will complete the Project in a series of one or more 
phases and sub-phases.  Each of the Incentive Districts is composed of the portion of the Parcels 
comprising the Property, as follows: 
 

[See Attached] 
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Arista Villas Incentive District 1 

The Arista Villas Incentive District 1 is composed of the following Parcels of the Property that 
are, or will be, located within the area labeled Phase 1, below: 
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Arista Villas Incentive District 2 

The Arista Villas Incentive District 2 is composed of the following Parcels of the Property that 
are, or will be, located within the area labeled Phase 2, below: 
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EXHIBIT B 

Public Infrastructure Improvements 

The Public Infrastructure Improvements consist generally of acquiring and constructing the 
Public Infrastructure Improvements described below in accordance with the Ordinance to which 
this Exhibit B is attached, the TIF Statute, its related rules and laws, and other generally 
applicable Ohio law, including, but not limited to, the following: 
 

• Any costs of the Public Infrastructure Improvements identified by, and on the terms of, 
the TIF Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit C and incorporated herein.  
  

• Construction, reconstruction, extension, opening, improving, widening, grading, draining, 
curbing, or changing of, as well as the continued maintenance of, the lines and traffic 
patterns of roads, highways, streets, bridges (both roadway and pedestrian), traffic 
calming devices, sidewalks, bikeways, medians, and viaducts accessible to and serving 
the public, and providing lighting systems, signalization, and traffic controls, and all 
other appurtenances thereto; and 

 
• Construction, reconstruction, or installation of, as well as the continued maintenance of, 

public utility improvements (including any underground publicly owned utilities), storm 
and sanitary sewers (including necessary site grading therefor), water and fire protection 
systems, and all other appurtenances thereto; and 

 
• Construction, reconstruction, or installation of publicly owned gas, electric, and 

communication service facilities, and all other appurtenances thereto; and 
 

• Construction or reconstruction of one or more public parks, including grading, trees and 
other park plantings, park accessories and related improvements, and all other 
appurtenances thereto; and 

 
• Construction or installation of streetscape and landscape improvements including trees 

and shrubs, landscaping mounds and fencing, tree grates, planting beds, signage, curbs, 
sidewalks, street and sidewalk lighting, trash receptacles, benches, newspaper racks, 
burial of overhead utility lines and related improvements, and all other appurtenances 
thereto; and  

 
• Construction of one or more public parking facilities, including public surface parking 

and public parking structures and related improvements, and all other appurtenances 
thereto; and 

 
• Demolition and excavation, including demolition and excavation on private property 

when determined to be necessary for economic development purposes; and 
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• Acquisition of real estate or interests in real estate (including easements) necessary to 

accomplish the foregoing improvements; and 
 

• Any ongoing administrative expenses relating to the Public Infrastructure Improvements 
as well as maintaining the Service Payments in the Arista Villas Incentive District TIF 
Fund, including, but not limited to, engineering, architectural, legal, and other consulting 
and professional services; and 

 
• All inspection fees and other governmental fees related to the foregoing; and 

 
• Any and all other costs of the Public Infrastructure Improvements, as determined by the 

City in its sole discretion and in accordance with the Ordinance to which this Exhibit B is 
attached, the TIF Statute, its related rules and laws, and other generally applicable Ohio 
law.  

 
The Public Infrastructure Improvements specifically include the costs of financing the Public 
Infrastructure Improvements, including the items of “costs of permanent improvements” set forth in 
Ohio Revised Code Section 133.15(B), and incurred with respect to the Public Infrastructure 
Improvements.  “Costs” specifically include any reimbursement payments for the reimbursement of 
the costs of the Public Infrastructure Improvements and the debt service on any bonds or other 
obligations issued to finance the Public Infrastructure Improvements (including fees and 
administrative expenses of, and reserve funds necessary to pay or service any bonds or other 
obligations) (the “Debt Service”), all as determined by the City in its sole discretion and in 
accordance with the Ordinance to which this Exhibit B is attached, the TIF Statute, its related 
rules and laws, and other generally applicable Ohio law. 
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EXHIBIT C 

Form of TIF Agreement 

[See Attached] 

 

 
 
 

Page 73 of 76



  
 

Updated: 6/4/2026 11:10 AM by Zac Sherman Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 7/13/2026 7:30 PM  
 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Parks & Recreation 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hager, Jacklin  
       Category: Contract  
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 
  Initiator: Tanner Salyers 
 Ordinance 2026-27   

 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A CREMATION 
SCATTERING GARDEN WITHIN MOUND VIEW CEMETERY; AUTHORIZING THE FINAL 

DISPOSITION OF CERTAIN INDIGENT CREMATED REMAINS THEREIN; AND 
ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR THE CARE AND DISPOSITION OF SUCH REMAINS. 

 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code § 1721.21 authorizes cemetery authorities to establish 
and maintain scattering grounds or gardens for the dignified disposition of cremated remains; and 
 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code § 4717.27 recognizes scattering within a cemetery 
scattering garden as a lawful method of final disposition of cremated remains; and 
 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code § 9.15 requires municipalities to provide for the 
disposition of indigent or otherwise unclaimed deceased persons when required by law but does 
not require that cremated remains be individually interred following cremation; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City of Mount Vernon owns and operates Mound View Cemetery and 

desires to establish a dedicated scattering ground for the dignified, permanent, and respectful 
disposition of cremated remains; and 
 

WHEREAS, City Council finds that establishing a scattering garden will provide a 
lawful, respectful, and fiscally responsible method of final disposition for indigent cremated 
remains while preserving cemetery space and ensuring an opportunity for family members to 
claim the remains prior to final disposition. 
  

NOW, THEREFORE, Be It Ordained by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 
Ohio that:  
 

SECTION 1: Establishment of Scattering Garden. A cremation scattering garden is 
hereby established within Mound View Cemetery pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 1721.21. 
The Safety-Service Director shall designate the location of the scattering garden. 

 
SECTION 2: Purpose.  The scattering garden shall serve as a permanent location 

for the dignified final disposition of cremated human remains in accordance with Ohio law. The 
scattering garden may be utilized for:  

 
1. Persons whose cremated remains are authorized for scattering by the individual legally 

entitled to control disposition under Ohio law;  
2. Persons whose cremated remains are lawfully entrusted to the City for final 

disposition;  
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3. Indigent persons whose cremation and disposition are provided at public expense 
pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 9.15; and  

4. Any other lawful disposition authorized by the City’s Safety-Service Director. 
 
SECTION 3: Disposition of Indigent Cremated Remains When the City has lawfully 

cremated an indigent or otherwise unclaimed decedent pursuant to Ohio Revised Code § 9.15, 
the cremated remains shall be retained by the City for a period of not less than ninety (90) days 
following cremation before any final disposition by scattering. During this ninety-day period, 
any person legally authorized to control the disposition of the decedent's remains may claim the 
cremated remains upon:  

 
1. Providing satisfactory proof of identity and legal authority to receive the remains; and  
2. Reimbursing the City for its actual costs incurred in connection with the cremation and 

disposition of the decedent, to the extent permitted by law. 
 
If no legally authorized person claims the cremated remains within ninety (90) days, the 

City may provide final disposition by scattering the cremated remains within the Mound View 
Cemetery scattering garden. Such scattering shall constitute the City's complete and final 
disposition of the cremated remains unless otherwise required by law. Nothing in this Ordinance 
shall require the City to purchase or provide an individual burial lot, grave, niche, urn vault, or 
other place of interment when lawful scattering has been selected as the method of final 
disposition. 

 
SECTION 4: Dignified Disposition. All scattering conducted pursuant to this Ordinance 

shall be performed in a respectful and dignified manner consistent with Ohio Revised Code § 
4717.27 and the rules and regulations governing Mound View Cemetery. Scattering of indigent 
cremated remains may occur individually or as part of a scheduled communal memorial service 
conducted periodically by the City. 

 
SECTION 5: Permanent Records and Memorialization. The City of Mount Vernon’s 

Department of Public Works shall maintain a permanent record identifying every individual 
whose cremated remains are scattered within the scattering garden. Such record shall include, 
when known:  

● Name of the decedent;  
● Age;  
● Date of death;  
● Date of cremation;  
● Date of scattering; and  
● Any additional identifying information deemed appropriate by the City. 

 
The City may establish and maintain a common memorial monument, memorial wall, or memorial 
register recognizing those individuals whose remains have been scattered. Nothing herein shall 
require the installation of individual monuments or grave markers. 

 
SECTION 6: Administration. The Safety-Service Director is authorized to adopt 

reasonable administrative rules governing:  
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● Eligibility for use of the scattering garden;  
● Scheduling of scattering ceremonies;  
● Maintenance and preservation of the area;  
● Memorialization;  
● Access by the public;  
● Recordkeeping; and  
● Other matters necessary for the orderly administration of the scattering garden. 
 
SECTION 7: Fees. The Board of Control shall establish fees for use of the scattering 

garden by persons other than indigent descendants whose disposition is provided at public 
expense.  

No fee shall be charged to the estate of an indigent decedent for scattering authorized 
under this Ordinance. 
 

SECTION 8: No Property Interest. Use of the scattering ground shall not create an 
ownership interest, burial right, easement, or other property interest in any portion of Mound 
View Cemetery. 
 

SECTION 9: Severability. If any provision of this Ordinance is declared invalid by a 
court of competent jurisdiction, the remaining provisions shall remain in full force and effect. 

 
 

 
     ________________________________ 

      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 
 
PASSED: ____________________, 2026 
 
 
ATTEST: _______________________________ 
      Zachary Sherman, Clerk of Council 
 
 
APPROVED: _________________, 2026 
 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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