
Utilities Commission Minutes  
Commission Meeting  
 
January 8, 2026  

  
CALL TO ORDER   
 

Present Absent Excused 

Safety Service Director Tanner 
Salyers 
Engineer Brian Ball 
Jessi Busenburg 

Gordon Gantt 
Mayor Matthew StarrSecond 
Ward John Ruckman 

Public Utilities Director Aaron 
Reinhart 

 
Others in attendance: David Hall fill-in for Aaron Reinhart, Robin DePolo, Scott Zimmerman, Maureen Hall, 
Rob Broeren, April Brady, Sara Mankins 

MINUTES APPROVAL   

 December 4, 2025 

approve December 4, 2025 meeting minutes 
 Motion to Approve 
RESULT: Adopted [3 TO 0] 
MOVER: Jessi Busenburg 
SECONDER: Engineer Brian Ball 
AYES: Tanner Salyers, Brian Ball, Jessi Busenburg 
NAYS: None 
  
NEW BUSINESS   

OLD BUSINESS   

 Backflow/FOG legislation discussion 

Mr. Broeren gives an update and handout for the backflow/FOG legislation. He states that the 
legislation is completed and works off of our current code, then shifts the permitting to code 
enforcement, and allows the control board to set the various fees, and reserves to the utilities 
commission the ability to adopt additional rules consistent with this to enforce or otherwise 
regulate it. 
 
Mr. Salyers states we will allow this commission, code enforcement, utilities, and engineering to 
take a look over this for the next month, and then look to February for a recommendation from 
this board onto council for a first reading, for council maybe in late February.  

 Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) Guidance Manual 

Mr. Salyers asks if we received any public comments from the 28-day comment period. Mr. Ball 



and Mr. Hall each had not heard of anything from their departments. 
 
Mr. Ball would move to adopt the Stormwater Management Plan Guidance Manual as an 
addendum to the stormwater utilitity rules and regulations of the City of Mount Vernon. 
 
Ms. Busenburg seconded the motion. 
 
Mr. Salyers asks if there's any discussion. 
 
Mr. Ball explains the importance of the records. 
 
 Motion to Approve 
RESULT: Adopted [3 TO 0] 
MOVER: Engineer Brian Ball 
SECONDER: Jessi Busenburg 
AYES: Tanner Salyers, Brian Ball, Jessi Busenburg 
NAYS: None 
OTHER   

Sara Mankins speaks on behalf of a family friend about their situation with unpaid water bills 
and disconnection. She states the form is stupid and that maybe the form should be changed for 
the in-house auto-pay. Ms. Mankins thinks the policy should be changed for people who are not 
frequent flyers. 
 
Ms. DePolo explains that the policy is applied fairly and equally to everyone. She states she 
understands the form is lengthy but we have to have all the basics covered.  
 
Mr. Salyers explains that we have been transitioning to OpenGov which will be more modern 
and possibly add a box to the form to check if you want something paid that is in arrears. 
 
Discussions were made back and forth regarding the different options that could help rectify this 
issue and about the other options for paying their bills. The other options for paying bills are 
cash, check, money order, or debit/credit card.  
 
Mr. Ruckman asked for an update on the dike.  
 
Mr. Ball explained the continued efforts, and thanked the commission for the support of the 
walnut sales, which collected $21,000 in sales which have been deposited and has been 
reinvested into clearing vegetation south of High Street.   
ADJOURN   

Mr. David Hall made a motion to adjourn, with a second from Ms. Busenburg. Meeting 
adjourned at 9:00 a.m. 
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Commission Meeting Minutes 8:30 AM 

 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status Arrived 

Brian Ball Member Present  

Tanner Salyers Chairman Present  

Jessi Busenburg Member Present  

Aaron Reinhart Member Present  

Gordon Gantt Alt. Member Absent  

 

Others in attendance: Scott Zimmerman, Mike Hillier, Robin DePolo, John Ruckman, Dave 

Hall, Maureen Hall, Rob Broeren 

 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

November 6, 2025 

- approve November 6, 2025 meeting minutes 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Aaron Reinhart, Member 

SECONDER: Jessi Busenburg, Member 

AYES: Ball, Salyers, Busenburg, Reinhart 

ABSENT: Gantt 

ADJUSTMENT JOURNAL 

November 2025 Adjustment Journal-None 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Mike Hillier/double billing 

Mr. Hillier speaks of his concerns of how he is being charged for his 2 unit property. 

 

He hands out his last bill, states one is for his house and one is for his rental. He states he was 

charged double for his rental which uses less water than his residence does. 

 

Mr. Hillier states he can't raise the rent due to his tenants being on a lease to cover the costs 

of the rise in the water/wastewater rates that is coming. He is not asking for repayment, he 

just feels he is being double charged and asks to be billed correctly going forward. He was 

here in March and several times since and feels he and his wife have been treated unfairly. 

 

Mr. Salyers explains the background of utility billing and how we will be moving forward 

now that we have a code enforcement department.  

 

Conversations were made back and forth which are recorded on youtube. 

 

Mr. Ball explains the basic philosophy of billing.  

 

Mr. Hillier states "he will put this in Knox Pages and put it out there so landlords will hear it 

and if that doesn't get any movement I'm probably going to call channel 6 so the state can 

hear this and maybe that will help the cause or maybe it won't." 

Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) Guidance Manual 

- to accept and open the 28 day public comment period 

Mr. Platt explains the importance of the Stormwater Management Plan (SMP) Guidance 

Manual. 

 

Mr. Ball explains the overall proposal is that this will become a formal attached appendix 

to the stormwater rules and regulations so it can be on the website. And explains the 

public comments will be accepted for 28 days.  

 

Mr. Broeren explains we can attach any of the comments to the agenda for the January 

meeting. 

 

Mr. Salyers explains the process of the proposals for developers to have a small fee to 

help cover the costs of our administrative staff to look over these before they are 

submitted. 

 

Mr. Salyers entertains a motion to accept and open the 28 day public comment period. 

 

Mr. Ball makes that motion, Ms. Busenburg seconds the motion. 
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RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Brian Ball, Member 

SECONDER: Jessi Busenburg, Member 

AYES: Ball, Salyers, Busenburg, Reinhart 

ABSENT: Gantt 

- Smp 

OLD BUSINESS 

Backflow/FOG legislation discussion 

Mr. Broeren states they are about 95% complete, and asks Mr. Ball if he can borrow a bit of 

time from Mr. Platt to cross check the sites. He anticipates that by next week he will be able 

to distribute to the members of the commission so it can be fully reviewed at the next 

meeting, so we will bring it to utility commission in January and should be ready to launch it 

in February for city council. 

OTHER 

- Adjourn Motion 

Mr. Reinhart made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Ms. Busenburg, second and the meeting was 

adjourned at 9:15 am. 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Aaron Reinhart, Member 

SECONDER: Jessi Busenburg, Member 

AYES: Ball, Salyers, Busenburg, Reinhart 

ABSENT: Gantt 

 

 

________________________________ 

Tanner Salyers, Chairman 
 

 

___________________________________ 

April Brady, Recording Secretary 
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