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Utilities Commission  July 3, 2025 

Commission Meeting Agenda 8:30 AM 

 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

June 5, 2025 

ADJUSTMENT JOURNAL 

June 2025 Adjustment Journal-None 

NEW BUSINESS 

Ordinance No.____-2025, An Ordinance Establishing Requirements for Backflow 

Prevention and the Control of Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG) 

- Ordinance No.___-2025 

Added-Project H2Overhaul 

- Project H2Overhaul 

OLD BUSINESS 

OTHER 



ORDINANCE NO. ___-2025 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING REQUIREMENTS FOR BACKFLOW PREVENTION AND 

THE CONTROL OF FATS, OILS, AND GREASE (FOG)  

 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon seeks to protect the public water supply from 

contamination and to prevent blockages and overflows in the public wastewater system; and 

WHEREAS, this ordinance establishes requirements for permitting, inspection, and enforcement 

of backflow prevention devices and FOG control systems; 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT 

VERNON, OHIO: 

 

Section 1. Purpose and Authority 

This ordinance establishes permitting, inspection, and enforcement procedures for: 

 

● Backflow prevention devices, to protect the public water supply from contamination due 

to backflow or cross-connection hazards. 

● Fats, oils, and grease (FOG), to prevent their accumulation in the public wastewater 

system, which can cause blockages, obstructions, and sanitary wastewater overflows. 

● This ordinance shall be enforced by the City of Mount Vernon Code Enforcement 

Department under its authority to protect public health, safety, and welfare. 

 

Section 2. Applicability 

This ordinance applies to: 

● All properties required to install or maintain backflow prevention devices; 

● All food service establishments, vehicle service facilities, industrial facilities, commercial 

kitchens, and other facilities that discharge FOG into the municipal wastewater system. 

 

Section 3. Definitions 

The following are applicable definitions for reference within this ordinance: 

● Backflow Prevention Device: A mechanical assembly that prevents the reverse flow of 

water from a private system into the public water supply. 

● Fats, Oils, and Grease (FOG): Organic polar compounds derived from animal or plant 

sources, petroleum-based oils, or other substances found in food preparation, vehicle 

maintenance, or industrial processes. 

● Food Service Establishment: A facility that prepares or serves food for commercial 

purposes. 

● Vehicle Service Facility: an establishment offering maintenance, repair, cleaning, and 

diagnostic services for vehicles like cars, trucks, and motorcycles. Services include oil 

changes, tire rotations, brake repairs, engine diagnostics, car washing, and detailing, 

using specialized equipment and trained technicians to ensure safe and efficient vehicle 

operation. 

● Commercial and Industrial Facilities: A facility engaged in manufacturing, processing, or 

other industrial activity potentially generating FOG in its wastewater. 
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● Grease Control Device: A grease interceptor, trap, separator, or other equipment 

designed to remove FOG from wastewater. 

● Best Management Practices: Operational procedures designed to reduce the discharge 

of FOG into the municipal system. 

● Pretreatment Device: A plumbing system, such as a grease trap or interceptor, designed 

to remove FOG from wastewater before it enters the municipal wastewater system, 

preventing blockages. A backflow device, such as a backwater valve, prevents sewage 

from flowing back into a building from the sewer system. Both are required for 

compliance with local codes to protect public health and infrastructure. 

Section 4. Permit Requirements 

This section contains requirements for permitting related to backflow prevention devices and 

and FOG: 

A. Backflow Permits 

● Property owners required to maintain a backflow prevention device must obtain a permit 

from the Code Enforcement Department prior to installation or renewal prior to annual 

inspection. 

● The permit fee is $50 per device, with a maximum annual fee of $250 per property. 

 

B. FOG Permits 

● All commercial and industrial dischargers and FOG-generating businesses must install 

and maintain appropriate pretreatment devices. 

● All food service establishments, vehicle service facilities, industrial facilities, commercial 

kitchens, and other facilities that discharge FOG must obtain a FOG permit from the 

Code Enforcement Department prior to operation. 

● The annual FOG permit fee is $100 per property, due at the time of application or 

renewal. 

● Permits must be renewed annually and displayed on the premises. 

● Non-profit organizations are eligible for a reduced FOG permit fee of 50% per property, 

annually. 

 

Section 5. Installation, Inspection, and Maintenance 

This section relates to the installation, inspection, and maintenance of backflow devices and 

grease control devices: 

A. Backflow Devices 

● All devices must be installed and tested by a certified backflow-tester upon installation 

and at least every 12 months thereafter. 

● Property owners must retain testing and maintenance records and make them available 

to the City upon request. 

● Each device must have a visible tag showing the date of last test, tester's name, and any 

repairs. 

● Defective devices must be repaired or replaced at the owner's expense without delay. 

● Installation, inspection, and maintenance records must be kept on-site for at least three 

(3) years. 
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B. Grease Control Devices 

● All required facilities must install and maintain an approved grease control device, in 

accordance with manufacturer specifications and best management practices. 

● Grease control devices must be cleaned and serviced frequently enough to prevent FOG 

accumulation exceeding ⅓’’ of grease capacity or ¼’’ of solids capacity. 

● Installation, cleaning, maintenance, and inspection records must be kept on-site for at 

least three (3) years. 

 

Section 6. Best Management Practices 

All regulated FOG facilities must implement the following best management practices: 

● Train staff on FOG reduction and proper disposal 

● Post signs above sinks and drains discouraging FOG discharge. 

● Dry-wipe all equipment, utensils, and parts before washing. 

● Recycle used oil and grease. 

● Maintain receipts for disposal for a minimum of three years. 

● Prohibit use of food waste grinders or floor drains for FOG-laden waste. 

● Keep outdoor grease and oil containers covered and away from storm drains. 

 

Section 7. Access and Inspections 

This section relates to accessibility for inspection: 

● The Code Enforcement Department may inspect any regulated facility or property 

connected to the public systems with 24-hour notice. 

● Owners, lessees, or occupants must cooperate and provide requested documentation; 

refusal to do so may be deemed evidence of noncompliance. 

 

Section 8. Violations and Penalties 

This section identifies violations related to backflow, FOG, and general enforcement of this 

ordinance: 

A. Backflow Violations 

● First violation: Written notice and 30 days to comply. 

● Second violation: Civil fine of $100 per noncompliant device. 

● Third and subsequent violations: Fine of $250 per device and potential water service 

disconnection. 

B. FOG Violations 

Failure to comply with permit conditions, grease control device maintenance, or best 

management practices may result in a civil fine of up to $100 per violation. 

● Continued noncompliance may result in permit suspension or revocation, or further legal 

action. 

C. General Enforcement  

All permit fees and fines are in addition to any costs for testing, maintenance, or repairs, which 

remain the sole responsibility of the property owner. 
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Section 9. Appeals 

This section establishes an appeals procedure for violations resulting from the enforcement of 

this ordinance: 

Any person or facility seeking to dispute any action by the Department of Code Enforcement 

may submit a written appeal to the City of Mount Vernon Utility Commission within 10 business 

days of receiving the notice. The Utility Commission will take action at their next scheduled 

meeting. 
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