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Municipal Planning Commission  January 11, 2024 

Regular Meeting Minutes 4:00 PM 

 

VIDEO BROADCASTING/RECORDING 

The meeting videos are now being broadcast live and published on YouTube.com 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofmountvernon3369 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Brian Ball City Engineer Present 

Tanner Salyers Safety Service Director Present 

Anne Ellsworth Member Present 

Matthew T. Starr Chairman Present 

Todd Hawkins Member Excused 

Austin Swallow Member Present 

Eric Diehl Alt. Member Present 

Jason West Alt. Member Excused 

Lacie Blankenhorn Development Services Manager Present 

Rob Broeren Law Director Present 

Others in attendance: Mary Therese Collins; James Mahan; Godon Loveland; Mel Severns; Rebecca Abbott 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

- Municipal Planning Commission - Regular Meeting - Dec 14, 2023 4:00 PM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Eric Diehl, Alt. Member 

SECONDER: Tanner Salyers, Safety Service Director 

AYES: Salyers, Ellsworth, Starr, Swallow, Diehl 

EXCUSED: Hawkins, West 

PUBLIC HEARINGS 

- 2024-MPC-02 : Petition to Vacate an Alley Adjacent to E High ST Between 
Potwin ST and S Catherine ST 

Blankenhorn introduced the case.  
Collins (sworn in) - explained she would like to vacate the 6’ wide platted alley beside her house.  It was 
previously vacated on the other half of the block.  It does not lead to anything.  Half of the alley would allow 
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her better access to her property for maintenance.   
It was discovered during testimony that structures, a fence and a shed, have been placed on the City owned 
alley by neighboring property owners.   
There was no further testimony and no correspondence submitted via the Development Services Director.   
There were no engineering concerns.  There are no City utilities in the alley and it doesn’t go anywhere.  In this 
rare case, the City Engineer supports this vacation request. 
The county auditor’s website shows a backyard shed was installed on the neighbor’s property in 2009 and the 
garage is dated 1915. The Safety Service Director will send correspondence to have the structures removed 
from City property.   
Diehl made a motion to accept the vacation of the alley.   
Salyers said Councilman Miller reached out about this request and wanted to know if the fire or police chief 
had any issue with this vacation.  Salyers reached out to both chiefs and they are ok with it.   
There was no further discussion.   

RESULT: RECOMMEND [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Eric Diehl, Alt. Member 

SECONDER: Austin Swallow, Member 

AYES: Salyers, Ellsworth, Starr, Swallow, Diehl 

EXCUSED: Hawkins, West 

- Petition to vacate alley adjacent to E High ST between Potwin ST and S 
Catherine ST. 

- 2024-MPC-01 : Petition to Vacate Alley Adjacent to Potwin ST Between Oak 
ST and E Gambier ST 

Blankenhorn introduced the case.  

Abbott (sworn in) explained her request to vacate the platted alley beside her garage.  Water is currently 

draining toward the foundation of her garage from this City owned piece of land.  The undeveloped platted 

alley land area is 10’ x 42’ that doesn’t go anywhere.  It is located between 2 garages and the rear of the 

adjoining properties.  Vacating this platted alley would allow Abbott to divert the water away from her garage 

and create a garden area beside her garage.   

Loveland (sworn in) explained this is an unused alleyway.  Their research showed it is not needed to access 

utilities.  He and Abbott have been sharing the upkeep of the area.  Vacating would allow them to split the 

property.   

There was no further testimony and there was no correspondence submitted through the Development 

Services Manager.  Blankenhorn did point out, if this vacation is approved, it may bring the existing garages on 

the adjoining properties into setback compliance.  

The City Engineer did not have any concerns.   

There were no legal concerns.   

Swallow made a motion to recommend vacation of the 10’ x 42’ undeveloped alley as presented.   

Starr said typically alley’s aren’t recommended for vacation, but these 2 presented today are rare exceptions 

that can help clean up some neighborhood issues.   
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RESULT: RECOMMEND [UNANIMOUS] Next: 1/22/2024 7:30 PM 

MOVER: Austin Swallow, Member 

SECONDER: Anne Ellsworth, Member 

AYES: Salyers, Ellsworth, Starr, Swallow, Diehl 

EXCUSED: Hawkins, West 

- Petition to Vacate alley adjacent to Potwin St between Oak ST and Gambier 
ST. 

ADJOURN 

- Adjourn Motion 

Salyers made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Diehl seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 4:21 PM 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tanner Salyers, Safety Service Director 

SECONDER: Eric Diehl, Alt. Member 

AYES: Salyers, Ellsworth, Starr, Swallow, Diehl 

EXCUSED: Hawkins, West 
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 Municipal Planning Commission Meeting: 01/11/24 4:00 PM 

 40 Public Square Dept: Municipal Planning Commission 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  

  Category: Lands 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 

  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 

 MPC ITEM (ID # 3933) DOC ID: 3933  
 

2024-MPC-02 : PETITION TO VACATE AN ALLEY ADJACENT TO E HIGH ST BETWEEN 

POTWIN ST AND S CATHERINE ST 

Per Codified Ordinance 1155.03(d)(2) a Petition to Vacate has been submitted for review by the 
Municipal Planning Commission. 

 
Description of Request:  Petition to Vacate a 6' by 132' platted, undeveloped alley adjacent to E 
High ST between Potwin ST and S Catherine ST. 
 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Blankenhorn introduced the case.  

Collins (sworn in) - explained she would like to vacate the 6’ wide platted alley beside her house.  
It was previously vacated on the other half of the block.  It does not lead to anything.  Half of 
the alley would allow her better access to her property for maintenance.   

It was discovered during testimony that structures, a fence and a shed, have been placed on the 
City owned alley by neighboring property owners.   

There was no further testimony and no correspondence submitted via the Development 
Services Director.   

There were no engineering concerns.  There are no City utilities in the alley and it doesn’t go 
anywhere.  In this rare case, the City Engineer supports this vacation request. 

The county auditor’s website shows a backyard shed was installed on the neighbor’s property in 
2009 and the garage is dated 1915. The Safety Service Director will send correspondence to 
have the structures removed from City property.   

Diehl made a motion to accept the vacation of the alley.   

Salyers said Councilman Miller reached out about this request and wanted to know if the fire or 
police chief had any issue with this vacation.  Salyers reached out to both chiefs and they are ok 
with it.   

There was no further discussion.   
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RESULT: RECOMMEND [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Eric Diehl, Alt. Member 

SECONDER: Austin Swallow, Member 

AYES: Salyers, Ellsworth, Starr, Swallow, Diehl 

EXCUSED: Todd Hawkins, Jason West 
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 40 Public Square Dept: Municipal Planning Commission 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  

  Category: Lands 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 

  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 

 MPC ITEM (ID # 3932) DOC ID: 3932  
 

2024-MPC-01 : PETITION TO VACATE ALLEY ADJACENT TO POTWIN ST BETWEEN 

OAK ST AND E GAMBIER ST 

Per Codified Ordinance 1155.03(d)(2) a Petition to Vacate has been submitted for review by the 
Municipal Planning Commission. 

 
Description of Request:  Petition to Vacate a 10' by 42' platted, undeveloped alley adjacent to 
Potwin ST between Oak ST and E Gambier ST. 
 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Blankenhorn introduced the case.  

Abbott (sworn in) explained her request to vacate the platted alley beside her garage.  Water is 

currently draining toward the foundation of her garage from this City owned piece of land.  The 

undeveloped platted alley land area is 10’ x 42’ that doesn’t go anywhere.  It is located between 

2 garages and the rear of the adjoining properties.  Vacating this platted alley would allow 

Abbott to divert the water away from her garage and create a garden area beside her garage.   

Loveland (sworn in) explained this is an unused alleyway.  Their research showed it is not 

needed to access utilities.  He and Abbott have been sharing the upkeep of the area.  Vacating 

would allow them to split the property.   

There was no further testimony and there was no correspondence submitted through the 

Development Services Manager.  Blankenhorn did point out, if this vacation is approved, it may 

bring the existing garages on the adjoining properties into setback compliance.  

The City Engineer did not have any concerns.   

There were no legal concerns.   

Swallow made a motion to recommend vacation of the 10’ x 42’ undeveloped alley as 

presented.   

Starr said typically alley’s aren’t recommended for vacation, but these 2 presented today are 

rare exceptions that can help clean up some neighborhood issues.   
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RESULT: RECOMMEND [UNANIMOUS] Next: 1/22/2024 7:30 PM 

MOVER: Austin Swallow, Member 

SECONDER: Anne Ellsworth, Member 

AYES: Salyers, Ellsworth, Starr, Swallow, Diehl 

EXCUSED: Todd Hawkins, Jason West 
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