
MOUNT VERNON 

HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION 

AGENDA ● MARCH 14, 2024 

 Regular Meeting Council Chambers 4:00 PM 

  40 Public Square, Mount Vernon, OH 43050 

City of Mount Vernon Page 1 Updated 3/1/2024 12:25 PM  

I. VIDEO BROADCASTING & RECORDING 

The meeting videos are now being broadcast live and published on YouTube.com 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofmountvernon3369 

II. CALL TO ORDER 

III. MINUTES APPROVAL 

1. Historical Review Commission - Regular Meeting - Dec 14, 2023 4:00 PM 

IV. HRC-ITEM NUMBERS 

1. 2024-HRC-01 - Certificate of Appropriateness for 117 E High ST 

V. ADJOURN 



  
 

Updated: 3/1/2024 12:20 PM by Lacie Blankenhorn  Page 1 

 Historical Review Commission Meeting: 03/14/24 4:00 PM 

 40 Public Square Dept: Historical Review Commission 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  

  Category: N/A 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 

  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 

 HRC-ITEM NUMBER (ID # 3980) DOC ID: 3980  
 

2024-HRC-01 - CERTIFICATE OF APPROPRIATENESS FOR 117 E HIGH ST 

Per City of Mount Vernon Planning and Zoning Code Chapter 1172, Historic District as request 

for a Certificate of Appropriateness has been submitted for a new lobby addition and loading 

dock enclosure at 117 E High ST. 

4.1
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City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 
Historic Review Commission 
 
Application for Certificate of Appropriateness 
  

              

Applicant:    
 

Name:              
 
Address:             
 
Email:          Phone:      

 
 
Site Information: 
 

Address:             
 
Parcel Number:         Deed Volume and Page:     
 
Zoning District:          

 
Owner:               

 
Address:             
 

Project Description:             

              

             

              

              

Site plans, building elevations, renderings, and any other drawings, details, or brochures, as well 
as the detailed narrative statements must be attached to this application. 
 

Projects that required a Public Hearing require a $75.00 deposit.  Applicant will be billed for any costs which exceed 
the deposit.  General maintenance projects typically do not require a Public Hearing. 

               
 
Applicant hereby certifies that the information submitted on this application and on any sketches, drawings or 
other documents required to be submitted with the application are true and exact. 
 
 
              
Signature of Applicant      Date 
 
              
 

FOR OFFICIAL USE ONLY 
 
Case No.:      
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mhentosh
Text Box
New lobby addition, loading dock enclosure, and north facade + penthouse re-cladding



Knox County Service Center: North Entry Addition  1 |1 

Knox County Service Center: North Entry Addition 

Historic District Review 

The attached documentation accompanies an application for a Certificate of Appropriateness by the City 
of Mount Vernon Historic Review Commission regarding a new addition to the Knox County Service 
Center requested by the Knox County Commissioners. 

Project Scope  

Knox County Commissioners are looking to improve the rear entry [North] into their Service Center 
building with a 2,000sf building addition. Currently the rear entrance serves as the building’s only 
accessible entry. This project improves the accessibility of the entrance with a new lobby and vestibule 
space and encloses the existing loading area with a new garage [1,000sf each]. The project improves 
existing site grading concerns of water penetration. The current grading slopes toward the building and 
is causing maintenance problems.  

The proposed entrance addition serves to signify and improve the building entrance, including new 
lighting fixtures and improved signage. As part of this addition, the project also includes a renovation to 
the existing building façade at that location. The existing material is a yellow brick. This brick would be 
clad with metal panels to match the proposed addition and the nearby Board of Elections building that 
was renovated in 2019.  

Project Prompt 

The current north entrance is connected to a network of parking lots, serving as the primary entry for 
employees and the public. Existing conditions, however, cause a disconnect between access and entry. 
For this reason, a new lobby addition is proposed that encloses the adjacent loading dock. The new 
addition is designed as a barrel-vaulted inspirated from the pedestals on the southside entry of the 
Service Center which function as a gateway from the street. The new storefront entrance is covered 
from the overall building mass and will feature a stone finish. The design is inspired by the history of the 
founding of Mt. Vernon and the natural vernacular - stone deposits of the Glaciated Allegheny Plateau - 
to create the ground on which Mount Vernon rests today. 

Design Intent 

An emphasis was placed on designing an entry that differentiates and dignifies itself through form, while 
also drawing inspiration from the historic nature of Mount Vernon. The exterior metal panels match the 
nearby Knox County Board of Elections building by request of the Commissioners and define a cohesive 
updated look to the building’s commonly used entry point and surrounding county campus.  

The conjoined loading dock enclosure includes a new overhead door, which will match adjacent 
overhead doors on the vehicle service building, reinforcing consistency on the northeast portion of the 
site. 
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 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 

KNOX COUNTY SERVICE CENTER
NORTH ENTRY ADDIT ION

117 E .  H IGH STREET,  MT.  VERNON OHIO 43050
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SUBMITTAL CONTENTS

-] Project Narrative
2] Existing Conditions
3] Adjacent Proper ties
5] Site Plan
6] Site Plan : Addition
7] Massing Diagram 	
8] Building Elevation 		
9] Rendered Elevation 	
10] Exter ior Render ing

Th Knox  County  Serv ice  Cente r  func t ions  as  the  p r imary  en t ry  fo r  many  members 
o f  the  pub l i c  and emp loyees  a l i ke .  However,  ex i s t ing  cond i t ions  cause  a  d isconnect 
be tween the  bu i ld ing  approach,  access ,  and en t ry.  For  th i s  reason,  The  Knox  County 
Commiss ioners  have  reques ted  an  add i t ion  des ign  inc lud ing  a  new lobby  add i t ion , 
rec ladd ing  o f  the  ex is t ing  nor th  facade,  and enc losure  o f  the  ad jacent  load ing  dock . 

The  new add i t ion  takes  i t s  bar re l -vau l ted  insp i ra t ion  f rom the  pedesta ls  on  the  souths ide 
en t ry  o f  the  Serv ice  Cente r  wh ich  func t ion  as  a  ga teway  f rom the  s t ree t .  The  new 
recessed en t ryway  i s  ca rved f rom the  overa l l  mass  and h igh l igh ted  w i th  a  s tone- l i ke 
f i n i sh .  The  des ign  i s  i nsp i red  by  the  h is to r ic  na r ra t i ve  and Mount  Vernon’s  shap ing  and 
s tone  depos i ts  o f  the  G lac ia ted  A l l egheny  P la teau  wh ich  carved away  land to  c rea te  the 
g round on  wh ich  Mount  Vernon res ts  today.

An  emphas is  was  p laced on  des ign ing  an  en t ry  tha t  pu l l s  f rom the  h is to r ic  na tu re  o f 
Mount  Vernon,  wh i l e  emp loy ing  a  contempora ry  fo rm tha t  w i l l  de f ine  the  p rocess ion 
fo r  decades  to  come.  The  ex te r io r  meta l  pane l  pu l l s  i nsp i ra t ion  f rom a  nearby  e leva to r 
sha f t  add i t ion  on  the  Knox  County  Board  o f  E lec t ions  bu i ld ing  by  reques t  o f  the 
Commiss ioners .  The  des ign  p roposa l  uses  the  same mate r ia l  to  re -c lad  the  ex is t ing  nor th 
wa l l  and  de f ine  a  cohes ive  updated  look  to  the  bu i ld ing ’s  common ly  used en t ry  po in t . 

PROJECT NARRATIVE
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EXIST ING CONDIT IONS

CANOPY TO BE REMOVED

RED BRICK WILL  BE 
PRESERVED

YELLOW BRICK FACADE
TO BE RE-CLAD

 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 
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ADJACENT PROPERTIES

EAST -  FACING SOUTH;  EAST VEHICLE SERVICE BUILDING WEST -  FACING NORTH ACROSS CHESTNUT

WEST,  FACING SOUTH FROM E.  SUGAR ST.
RENOVATED 2019,  METAL PANEL REFERENCE.

WEST -  FACING SOUTH;  WEST PARKING LOT

 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 
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ADJACENT PROPERTIES

SOUTH,  FACING SOUTH FROM HIGH ST. EAST -  FACING NORTH FROM HIGH ST.

WEST,  FACING NORTH FROM HIGH ST. NORTH,  FACING NORTH FROM CHESTNUT;  NORTH PARKING LOT

 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 

4.1.c

Packet Pg. 9

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 h

is
to

ri
c_

re
vi

ew
_p

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
_2

02
4.

02
.1

2 
 (

39
80

 :
 2

02
4-

H
rc

-0
1)



SITE PLAN

EXISTING PARKING: 128 SPACES

EXISTING PARKING: 8 ADA SPACES

EXISTING PARKING: 70 SPACES

EXISTING STREET PARKING: 49 SPACES

EXISTING STREET PARKING: 27 SPACES

ADJACENT PARCEL WIDTH
108'-0"

PARCEL WIDTH
172'-4"

ADJACENT PARCEL WIDTH
93'-0" 50'-0"
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PROJECT LOCATION
PARCEL NUMBER: 

6650451000 ADJACENT PARCEL
#6609151000

ADJACENT PARCEL
#6600322000

ADJACENT PARCEL
#6650175000

E. CHESTNUT STREET

E. HIGH STREET
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SUBMITTED:

CONSULTANTS

THIS DRAWING SHALL NOT BE REPRODUCED, PUBLISHED, STORED IN AN ELECTRONIC RETRIEVAL SYSTEM, OR USED IN ANY WAY WITHOUT WRITTEN PERMISSION OF THE ARCHITECT. COPYRIGHT  C   MKC ARCHITECTS
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02.01.2024

ARCHITECTURAL SITE PLAN

A001
23-024

SCALE : 1" = 30'-0"A001A1 ARCHITECTURAL SITE PLAN

PARKING COUNTS
EXISTING PARKING LOT A: 128 SPACES

128 SPACES

EXISTING PARKING LOT B: 78 SPACES
70 SPACES
  8 ADA SPACES 

EXISTING STREET PARKING: 67 SPACES
27 SPACES [NORTH]
40 SPACES [SOUTH]

TOTAL EXISTING PARKING: 273 SPACES

GENERAL PARCEL INFORMATION
PARCEL NUMBER: 6650451000
PARCEL WIDTH: 172'-4" +/-
PARCEL DEPTH: 264'-0"
ZONING DISTRICT: B-3
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SITE PLAN:  ADDIT ION

5'-0" 12'-8" 5'-0"

3'-3" 8'-1"

20
'-7

"

2'-
8"

EX
IS

TI
NG

5'-
6"

R 4' - 0" R 4'
 - 0

"

52
'-1

1"
 V

.I.F
.

EXISTING SIDEWALK

6"
4'-0"

6"

6'-0" 6'-0" 6'-0" 6'-0" 4'-0"

A

EXISTING BUILDING

NEW ADDITION

52
'-1

1 3
/4"

47'-8 1/2"

2'-
1 3

/8"

EXISTING ELECTRICAL 
TRANSFORMER

NEW TRANSFORMER 
SCREEN TO MATCH 
CLADDING.

 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 

4.1.c

Packet Pg. 11

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 h

is
to

ri
c_

re
vi

ew
_p

re
se

n
ta

ti
o

n
_2

02
4.

02
.1

2 
 (

39
80

 :
 2

02
4-

H
rc

-0
1)



MASSING D IAGRAM

NEW ADDIT ION IS  WITHIN 
THE EX IST ING COURTYARD 
WITH EMPHASIS ON ENTRY. 

LOADING DOCK ENCLOSURE 
ADJACENT TO NEW LOBBY

EXIST ING FACADE 
RE-CLADDING TO MATCH 
ADDIT ION.  ENT IRETY OF 
PENTHOUSE TO BE RE-CLAD 
AS WELL.

EX IST ING KNOX COUNTY 
SERVICE CENTER

 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 
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NORTH ELEVATION

NEW ENTRY AND CANOPY.

LOADING DOCK ENCLOSURE 
ADJACENT TO NEW LOBBY

EXIST ING FACADE 
RE-CLADDING TO MATCH 
ADDIT ION.  ENT IRETY OF 
PENTHOUSE TO BE RE-CLAD 
AS WELL.

WINDOWS EX IST ING TO 
REMAIN.

RELOCATION OF KNOX COUNTY 
SERVICE CENTER S IGN.

 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 
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NORTH ELEVATION 
RENDERING

NEW ADDIT ION.

NEW BRONZE METAL PANEL

 MKC  | ARCHITECTS 
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PERSPECTIVE RENDERING  MKC  | ARCHITECTS 
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	Applicant: Maxwell Hentosh
	Address: 161 N. 4t Street, Columbus Ohio, 43215
	Email: mhentosh@mkcinc.com
	Phone: 440.465.4427
	Address_2: 117 E. High Street, Mt. Vernon Ohio 43050
	Parcel Number: 6650451000
	Deed Volume and Page: -/-
	Zoning District: O/I
	Owner: Knox County Commissioners
	Address_3: 117 E. High Street, Ste. 161, Mt. Vernon Ohio 43050
	Project Description 2: 
	Date: 02/12/2024
	Case No: 


