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Special Meeting Minutes 

December 16, 2024 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council
Committee Meeting Schedule
December 16, 2024

7:25-7:27 p.m. Employee dishonesty policy Employee & Community Relations Woods 

- 12-16-24 Committee Meeting Schedule

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Amber Keener At Large Present 

Mel Severns Councilman Present 

Mike Miller Fourth Ward Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 

John Ruckman Second Ward Present 

Bruce Hawkins President Present 

<RollCallList Status=”Absent”> 

{Attendee(*):First 

Last} 

{Attendee(*):Title} Absent 

INVOCATION 

Council Person Mel Severns performed the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

All recited in unison. 

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF PUBLIC CONCERN 

Tonja Kent, 202 Maplewood Ave., suggested that the public should have a say in plans for new municipal buildings, 

noted that she would be making a public records request for grant application documentation, suggested that the 

construction of new municipal buildings could bankrupt the City, that the City's 2023 and 2024 budgets were not 

balanced, and accused the City of conflicts of interest, lack of transparency and non-professionalism. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 
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R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 2 8  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR TO ACQUIRE EMPLOYEE DISHONESTY AND FAITHFUL 

PERFORMANCE OF DUTY INSURANCE POLICY; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-128, with a 

second by Keener. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Woods made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-128, with a second by Keener. Woods noted that the legislation was needed because of a 

change in State law. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: Amber Keener, At Large 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 0  

A RESOLUTION TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES 

FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, DURING FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 2025. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Resolution No. 2024-130 was given a second reading. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 12/23/2024 7:30 PM 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 1  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-131, with a 

second by Seavolt. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Woods made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-131, with a second by Seavolt. Auditor Paul Mayville commented on the legislation. 

Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, Tammy Woods 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 2  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 

5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATION. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-132, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-132, with a second by Woods. Auditor Paul Mayville commented on the legislation. 

Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 3  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-133, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-133, with a second by Woods. Auditor Paul Mayville explained that the legislation was 

needed in anticipation of funds received from the County, including ARPA funds, and Engineer Brian Ball 

added that the City needs to have contracts in place if it doesn't want to lose the ARPA funds. Safety-Service 

Director Tanner Salyers added that City funds are available to cover until the funds are received from the 

County. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

None. 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

None. 
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REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

Safety-Service Director Tanner Salyers reviewed 63 funds outside the General Fund as Council considered 

Resolution No. 2024-130, to make appropriations for current expenses for the City during the fiscal year ending 

December 31, 2025. Re the 204 Cemetery Fund, he noted that while all the money in the fund was slated to be 

appropriated that did not mean it would be spent, and that that was the case with many funds. He added that if 

revenues were insufficient then money would not be spent. Re the 208 Municipal Income Tax 1/2 Fund, Salyers 

suggested that some townships may not be paying their fair share of Fire/EMS services. Re the 219 Lodging Excise 

Tax Fund, it was suggested that the bed tax disbursement needs to be revisited to take into account Air B&B's. Re 

the 222 Hiawatha Water Park Scholarship Fund, it was noted that it would be revisited to expend the money. Re the 

224 Income Tax Police Fund, there was a discussion on why the amount appropriated for Police pensions has risen; 

it was noted that salaries have gone up, that there is the possibility of State legislation requiring more funding on the 

local level, and that the 2024 payouts have been delayed. Re the 229 OneOhio Opioid Fund, Mayor Matthew Starr 

noted that the money there would be directed towards education. Re the 720 Sewer System Revenue Fund, Engineer 

Brian Ball suggested appropriations for environmental consultants would need to be adjusted. Re the 401 Capital 

Improvement Fund, Ball reviewed the plan to rehabilitate the brick streets, sidewalks and other infrastructure on 

West Hamtramck and West Burgess Streets using CDBG grant funds. Miller suggested that the brick streets on East 

Hamtramck and West Burgess Streets are in worse shape, but Ball noted that those streets east of North Main Street 

don't qualify for federal aid. Miller suggested more time is needed to decide to go through with this project, and Ball 

advised against returning grant funds. Miller added that Council should know the full cost of projects when it votes 

on applying for grants. 

Mayor Matthew Starr noted that Council would receive an update on the disbursement of ARPA funds. 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

Council decided that a previously announced Council meeting on Thursday, December 19, 2024 for the limited 

purpose of discussing the 2025 appropriations process, if necessary, would not be necessary. An additional public 

notice was distributed on December 17, 2024 announcing the cancellation. 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

Seavolt made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Woods. Meeting adjourned at 9:22 p.m. 

____________________________________  __________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council       Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

CD on file/th 



PRESS RELEASE 
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 11, 2024 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

December 16, 2024 

7:25-7:30 p.m. Employee dishonesty policy 
Employee & Community Relations 

Woods 
The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-128 

Meeting: 12/16/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Finance 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4151 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

ACQUIRE EMPLOYEE DISHONESTY AND FAITHFUL PERFORMANCE OF DUTY 

INSURANCE POLICY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon is a member of the Public Entities Pool of Ohio 

Plan, a joint self-insurance pool established pursuant to ORC 2744.081; and 

WHEREAS, the Ohio General Assembly, by the enactment of H.B. 291 (eff. March 20, 

2019), codified at Ohio Revised Code 3.061, has authorized political subdivisions to acquire 

employee dishonesty and faithful performance of duty policy coverage for officers, employees, 

and appointees of political subdivisions who are otherwise required by law to obtain individual 

surety bonds for the faithful performance of the discharge of their duties before assuming office; 

and 

WHEREAS, such employee dishonesty and faithful performance of duty policy may be 

in lieu of such officers, employees, and appointees being required to obtain individual surety 

bonds; and 

WHEREAS, under Ohio Revised Code Section 3.061(A)(2), “employee dishonesty and 

faithful performance of duty policy” is defined as a policy of insurance, or a coverage document 

issued by a joint self-insurance pool authorized under Ohio Revised Code Section 2744.081, to 

protect a political subdivision from financial or property loss caused by the fraudulent or 

dishonest actions of, and the failure to perform a duty prescribed by law for, an officer, 

employee, or appointee that is otherwise required by law to give an individual surety bond before 

the discharge of official duties; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon is a “political subdivision” for purposes of Ohio 

Revised Code Section 3.061; and 

WHEREAS, in accordance with Ohio Revised Code Section 3.061, the City of Mount 

Vernon must adopt a policy by Resolution authorizing the purchase of “employee dishonesty and 

faithful performance of duty policy” in lieu of requiring officers, employees, and appointees to 

acquire individual surety bonds before the beginning of the individuals term of office or 

employment; and 

WHEREAS, a City officer, employee, or appointee who is otherwise required by law to 

obtain a surety bond for the faithful performance of discharge of public duties shall not 

commence the discharge of duties until coverage by an “employee dishonesty and faithful 

performance of duty policy” is documented; and 

7.1
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WHEREAS, it is the desire of the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, in accordance 

with the authority granted to it under Ohio Revised Code Section 3.061, to adopt an employee 

dishonesty and faithful performance of duty policy in lieu of requiring those officers, employees, 

and appointees to obtain individual surety bonds for the faithful performance of the discharge of 

their public duties, and all of the following shall apply: 

1. Notwithstanding any section of the Revised Code requiring an officer, employee, or appointee

of the City of Mount Vernon to give bond before being entitled to enter upon the duties of the

office or employment, an officer, employee, or appointee shall be considered qualified to hold

the office or employment, without giving bond, on the date the oath of office is taken, certified,

and filed as required by law;

2. Notwithstanding Ohio Revised Code Section 3.30 or any other section of the Revised Code

that provides an office or employment is vacated upon the failure to file bond, the officer,

employee, or appointee shall be entitled to enter upon the duties of the office or employment

without acquiring an individual surety bond after (a) the date of the adoption of this Resolution,

(b) the acquisition of an employee dishonesty and faithful performance of duty policy from the

City of Mount Vernon, and (c) the oath of office is filed as provided in the preceding paragraph;

3. All officers, employees, or appointees who would otherwise be required to file a bond before

commencing the discharge of duties shall be covered by and are subject to the employee

dishonesty and faithful performance of duty policy instead of a surety bond requirement;

4. The coverage amount for an officer, employee, or appointee under the employee dishonesty

and faithful performance of duty policy acquired from the City of Mount Vernon shall be equal

to or greater than the maximum amount of the bond otherwise required by law.  If no amount, or

only a minimum amount, of coverage is specified in law for the particular officer, employee, or

appointee, the amount of coverage shall be an amount agreed upon by the City of Mount Vernon;

and

5. Prior to taking the oath of office and commencing the discharge of his or her duties, an officer,

employee, or appointee otherwise required by law to acquire an individual surety bond for the

faithful discharge of public duties shall first confirm that coverage under the City of Mount

Vernon's policy with the Public Entities Pool of Ohio is documented and effective as of the date

of commencement of the discharge of said public duties.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Safety-Service Director is hereby authorized to purchase an 

employee dishonesty and faithful performance of duty policy through the Pubic Entities Pool of 

Ohio to provide coverage for those officers, employees, or appointees who are otherwise 

required by law to acquire a surety bond before entering upon the discharge of public duties.  

The Safety-Service Director is further authorized to effect all policies and procedures necessary 

to carry out this Resolution and administer the terms of the employee dishonesty and faithful 

performance of duty policy in accordance with this Resolution. 

SECTION 2:   This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the 

further reason to allow the immediate use of insurance coverage rather than bonds for 

employee dishonesty, the said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of 

7.1
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passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-

thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it 

shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

HISTORY: 

12/09/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Resolution No. 2024-128 was given a first reading. Woods asked for a five-minute meeting of 

the Employee and Community Relations Committee on the legislation on December 16, 2024.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-128, with a second by Keener. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Woods 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-128, with a second by Keener. Woods noted that 

the legislation was needed because of a change in State law. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call 

vote of 7-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: Amber Keener, At Large 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-130 

Meeting: 12/16/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4153 

A RESOLUTION TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES FOR THE CITY 

OF MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, DURING FISCAL YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 

2025. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio:  

SECTION 1:  That the Auditor of the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to make appropriations for current expenses of the City of Mount 

Vernon, during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2025, as listed on Exhibit A. 

SECTION 2:    This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of 

the City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon 

the passage and approved by the Mayor. 

HISTORY: 

12/09/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Resolution No. 2024-130 was given a first reading.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Resolution No. 2024-130 was given a second reading.

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 12/23/2024 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 12/16/2024 10:39 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-131 

Meeting: 12/16/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4154 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to transfer funds as follows: 

1. From account 101.3600.54472, Law Library, to account 101.3600.54494,

Networking Systems, in the amount of $10,000.00.

2. From account 101.3600.54119, Urban Improvement, to account 101.3600.54494,

Networking Systems, in the amount of $4,771.86.

SECTION 2:   This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 

City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon its 

date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-131, with a second by Seavolt. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Woods 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-131, with a second by Seavolt. Auditor Paul 

Mayville commented on the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, Tammy Woods 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 12/16/2024 10:53 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-132 

Meeting: 12/16/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4155 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW 

CERTIFICATION. 

WHEREAS, the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon did make the 

necessary inquiries that these billed amounts as indicated are legitimate and proper and did 

approve payment in the amounts shown; and 

WHEREAS, at the time of the making of such contract or order and at the time of the 

execution of such certificate a sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract or 

order was in the treasury or in the process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free 

from any previous encumbrances. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to pay bills as follows: 

1. To Frost Brown Todd LLC in the amount of $7,362.39, to be taken from account

402.3600.54115, TIF-Contract Engineer. 

2. To Insight Public Sector in the amount of $3,269.23, to be taken from account

401.3600.55511, Equipment. 

3. To Treasurer, State of Ohio in the amount of $10,434.16, to be taken from

account 701.2720.54115, Plant Services Received. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 

City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon its 

date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-132, with a second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-132, with a second by Woods. Auditor Paul 

Mayville commented on the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0.
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Resolution 2024-132 Meeting of December 16, 2024 

Updated: 12/16/2024 10:53 AM by Todd Hill Page 2 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 12/16/2024 12:48 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-133 

Meeting: 12/16/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4156 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to make supplemental appropriations as follows: 

1:  To account 401.3600.54119, Capital Improvements Fund, in the amount of 

$850,000.00 (FY 2024 Fairgrounds Road Utility Improvements and Resurfacing Project to begin 

work on joint project with Knox County until County can reimburse City for work on project) 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 

City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.20, it shall become effective upon its 

date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-133, with a second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-133, with a second by Woods. Auditor Paul 

Mayville explained that the legislation was needed in anticipation of funds received from the 

County, including ARPA funds, and Engineer Brian Ball added that the City needs to have 

contracts in place if it doesn't want to lose the ARPA funds. Safety-Service Director Tanner 

Salyers added that City funds are available to cover until the funds are received from the County. 

Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 
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