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Special Meeting Minutes 

August 19, 2024 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Mel Severns Councilman Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 

John Ruckman Second Ward Present 

Bruce Hawkins President Present 
 

 

Amber Keener At Large Absent 

Mike Miller Fourth Ward Absent 
 

Keener and Miller were absent. Also present were the Clerk and Mayor Matthew Starr. 
 

KNOX COUNTY COMPREHENSIVE PLAN 

- 08-19-24 Together Knox 

During the working session and in preparation for the Meeting in a Box associated with the Knox County 

Comprehensive Plan, Mayor Matthew Starr explained that the City has a major role in the plan, and that 

consensus-building isn't the goal so much as learning what stakeholders are telling us, aiding community 

leaders in their decision-making. He added that the plan will be used along with the City's Strategic Plan to help 

drive policy for the next seven to 10 years. 

 

Council members began the exercise by identifying what they consider to be the treasures of the City. 

Mentioned were safety, recreation/parks, services, relatively affordable housing, schools, people, farms, trees, 

conservation of the downtown, community events, neighborhoods, local businesses, history, nature, small-town 

feel and walkability. 

 

Next, Council identified strong and weak areas of the City on a map. Identified as strong areas were 

Ariel~Foundation Park, downtown, Hiawatha Water Park, Memorial Park and the educational corridor. 

Identified as weak were the west side, the North Sandusky Street corridor, truck traffic downtown, Columbus 

Road, traffic on Coshocton Avenue and no shopping on Harcourt Road. 

 

Ariel-Foundation Park was identified as strong because of its walkability, events, aesthetics and lakes. 

Downtown was identified as strong because of its attractiveness, parking and the Woodward Opera House. 

Memorial Park was identified as strong because it attracts people and because of the bike trail. Hiawatha Water 

Park was identified as strong because it attracts people and is an option for low-income residents. The 

educational corridor was identified as strong because of its walkability and because it's an example of entities 

working together. 

 

The North Sandusky Street corridor was identified as weak because of its appearance. The West High Street 

corridor was identified as weak because of its appearance and empty store fronts. Columbus Road was 

identified as weak because of blight, trailer parks and the intersection at South Main Street. Coshocton Avenue 

was identified as weak because of traffic. 
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Next, Council identified desired outcomes. These included better economic opportunities, more infrastructure 

improvements, improved entry corridors, more restaurants and retail, fresh-looking businesses, more investment 

in parks, better traffic patterns, dimmer street lights, less noise, fewer trucks downtown, less blight, and retail in 

places other than Coshocton Avenue. 

 

Mayor Starr noted that the last data collection for the Knox County Comprehensive Plan will be on Aug. 23, 

that at least 1,000 responses are desired, and that more responses from the 25-34 age group would be helpful. 

He added that the plan draft will be presented in October or November, with completion by year's end.   

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

The meeting was adjourned at 7:14 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________      __________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council              Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

 

CD on file/th 
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