
 

City of Mount Vernon Page 1 Updated 3/7/2024 3:04 PM  

Special Meeting Minutes 

March 6, 2024 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Mel Severns Councilman Present 

Mike Miller Fourth Ward Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 

John Ruckman Second Ward Present 
 

Amber Keener At Large Excused 

Bruce Hawkins President Absent 
 

Woods presided as President Pro-Tem in the absence of Hawkins. Seavolt made a motion to 

excuse Keener, with a second by Severns. Motion to excuse passed by a voice vote of 6-0. 
 

PUBLIC PORTION 

Nineteen residents spoke about Resolution No. 2024-23, to enter into contract with ODOT for the rehabilitation and 

improvement of Edgewood Road. Before they did so, Severns detailed guidelines on how the meeting would be 

conducted and the speakers accommodated. 

 

James Stallard, 202 S. Edgewood Road, said the proposal would increase traffic, that the City's details on the 

proposal were inadequate, that property values along Edgewood Road should the proposal proceed are a concern, 

and that Council abuses the emergency clause on legislation. 

 

Joe Noonan, 207 S. Edgewood Road, asked about the City's process for notifying residents of the proposal, and 

suggested that the City has ulterior motives for proceeding with the proposal. 

 

Dennis Swingle, 1101 E. Chestnut St., said the proposal would have a major impact on the neighborhood, suggested 

that the City's details on the proposal were inadequate, and asked where the plans were that enabled the City to 

acquire State funds for the project. 

 

Tammy Swingle, 1101 E. Chestnut St., said the proposal would increase traffic, that homes would be lost, and that a 

bypass is needed instead. She also suggested that the City had not shared details of the proposal with residents. 

 

Greg Childers, 7 Marita Drive, asked what traffic surveys were done related to the proposal, and added that he liked 

the absence of sidewalks on Edgewood Road. 

 

Rick Hall, 101 Marita Drive, expressed concerns that Edgewood Road would be connected to Coshocton Avenue, 

and that it would lead to increased truck traffic. 

 

Stan Wood, 1011 E. Chestnut St., expressed concerns about traffic congestion, asked if the proposal would lead to 

more traffic signals, how much Edgewood would be widened, whether sidewalks would be required, if infrastructure 

improvements would still take place if the proposal was rejected, and where the funds for the project would come 

from. 
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Sterling Hamilton, 944 E. High St., said the proposal would be disruptive and lower the quality of life in the 

neighborhood. 

 

Mike Hillier, 215 E. Sugar St., said the City's details on the proposal were inadequate and that the legislation's 

emergency clause was unnecessary. He added that insertion of the word "multimodal" referred to truck traffic, asked 

whether the City would resort to eminent domain, acknowledged that infrastructure work is needed, asked if 

sidewalks were a requirement of any funding agreements, and suggested property values would suffer. 

 

Zack Thurman, 6 S. Edgewood Road, suggested that the proposal could be dangerous for children and that safety 

should be a priority. 

 

Alvin Murray, 105 N. Edgewood Road, said the proposal would not be safe for pedestrians, and suggested Upper 

Gilchrist Road be utilized as a bypass around the city. 

 

Jennifer Shoman, 200 N. Edgewood Road, suggested that connecting Edgewood to Coshocton Avenue is the 

proposal's ultimate goal, won't relieve traffic congestion, and said the City's details on the proposal were inadequate. 

She also asked which properties the City would acquire. 

 

Bob Beck, 10 Woodside Drive, said the City's details on the proposal were inadequate, that connecting Edgewood to 

Coshocton Avenue is the proposal's ultimate goal, that there's already too much traffic on Edgewood, and that the 

legislation's emergency clause was unnecessary. 

 

Charles Albert, 1000 New Gambier Road, said the project raises safety issues, and that the City ultimately wants a 

bypass to connect to State Routes 13 and 661. 

 

Bruce Malek, 25 Dixie Drive, said the public hadn't been allowed to give its input until today, that the legislation is 

premature, and suggested that connecting Edgewood to Coshocton Avenue is the proposal's ultimate goal. 

 

Emily Wood, 943 E. High St., said transparency should be a priority for the City and suggested that the proposal 

puts her house at risk. 

 

Clyde Kahrl, 507 E. Gambier St., noted that infrastructure improvements are needed, that Edgewood is very narrow, 

and that the proposal would require the removal of some houses on East High Street. 

 

Michael Smith, 210 S. Edgewood Road, noted that infrastructure improvements are needed, suggested that the 

proposal won't fix speed or traffic issues, and that only a bypass would. 

 

Bruce Malek, 25 Dixie Drive, returned and asked Council not to pass the legislation. 

 

Dennis Swingle, 1101 E. Chestnut St., returned and distributed several photos of Edgewood to Council. 

 

Arturo Faustino, 943 E. High St., said he has invested a lot of money into his home and has no idea what will 

happen to it. 

 

Jennifer Shoman, 200 N. Edgewood Road, returned and said the proposal would lower property values and is not a 

good solution. 

 

Dennis Swingle, 1101 E. Chestnut St., returned and said the proposal would lower property values. 

 

Michael Smith, 210 S. Edgewood Road, returned and blamed previous City Councils for the proposal. 

 

Seavolt made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Miller. Meeting adjourned at 7:26 p.m. 

- Resolution No. 2024-23 
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- Edgewood Phase I SOW

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

COMMUNICATIONS 

- 03-06-24 Koester Letter

- 03-06-24 Malek Letter

- 03-06-24 Noonan Letter

- 03-06-24 Shoman Letter

- 03-06-24 Smith Letter

- 03-06-24 Stallard Letter

- 03-06-24 Swingle Letter

 __________________________________ 

  Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

____________________________________ 

Tammy Woods, Council President Pro-Tem     

CD on file/th 
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 City Council Meeting: 02/26/24 7:30 PM  

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Streets and Public Buildings  

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Severns, Ruckman  

       Category: Streets  

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill  

 RESOLUTION 2024-23 DOC ID: 3965  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION FOR 

THE REHABILITATION AND IMPROVEMENT OF EDGEWOOD ROAD (KNO CR 63A 0.00); 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon, Knox County, Ohio, hereinafter referred to as 

the Local Public Agency (LPA) has determined the need for the described project: 

Widening of Edgewood Road from Gambier Road (US-229) to US-36. Roadway 

improvements are to include widening, drainage improvements, and multimodal 

improvements. 

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City of Mount Vernon of Knox County, Ohio. 

SECTION 1 - Consent Statement 

Being in the public interest, the LPA gives consent to the Director of Transportation to 

complete the above described project as detailed in the LPA-ODOT-Let Agreement entered into 

between the parties, if applicable. 

SECTION 2 - Cooperation Statement 

The LPA shall cooperate with the Director of Transportation in the development and 

construction of the above described project and shall enter into an LPA Federal ODOT Let 

Project Agreement, if applicable, as well as any other agreements necessary to develop and 

construct the Project. 

For a breakout of costs and funding sources by Phase, please refer to Agreement 40144, 

Attachment 1. 

The LPA further agrees to pay 100% of the cost of those features requested by the LPA 

which are determined by the State and Federal Highway Administration to be unnecessary for 

the Project. 

The LPA further agrees that change orders and extra work contracts required to fulfill the 

construction contracts shall be processed as needed. The State shall not approve a change order 

or extra work contract until it first gives notice, in writing, to the LPA. The LPA shall contribute 

its share of the cost of these items in accordance with other sections herein. 

The LPA agrees that if Federal Funds are used to pay the cost of any consultant contract, 

the LPA shall comply with 23 CFR 172 in the selection of its consultant and administration of 

the consultant contract. Further the LPA agrees to incorporate ODOT’s “Specifications for 

Consulting Services” as a contract document in all of its consultant contracts. The LPA agrees to 

require, as a scope of services clause, that all plans prepared by the consultant must conform to 
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ODOT’s current design standards and that the consultant shall be responsible for ongoing 

consultant involvement during the construction phase of the Project. The LPA agrees to include a 

completion schedule acceptable to ODOT and to assist ODOT in rating the consultant’s 

performance through ODOT’s Consultant Evaluation System. 

SECTION 3 - Utilities and Right-of-Way Statement 

The LPA agrees to acquire and/or make available to ODOT, in accordance with current 

State and Federal regulations, all necessary right-of-way required for the described Project. The 

LPA also understands that right-of-way includes eligible utility costs. 

The LPA agrees to be responsible for all utility accommodation, relocation and 

reimbursement and agrees that such accommodation, relocations, and reimbursements shall 

comply with the current provisions of 23 CFR 645 and the ODOT Utilities Manual. 

SECTION 4 - Maintenance 

Upon completion of the Project, and unless otherwise agreed, the LPA shall: (1) provide 

adequate maintenance for the Project in accordance with all applicable State and Federal law, 

including, but not limited to, Title 23, U.S.C., Section 116; (2) provide ample financial 

provisions, as necessary, for the maintenance of the Project; (3) maintain the right-of-way, 

keeping it free of obstructions; and (4) hold said right-of-way inviolate for public highway 

purposes. 

SECTION 5 - Authority to Sign 

The LPA hereby authorizes, Safety Service Director of the City of Mount Vernon is 

hereby empowered on behalf of the City of Mount Vernon to enter into and execute contracts 

with the Director of Transportation which are necessary to develop plans for and to complete the 

above-described project; and to execute contracts with ODOT pre-qualified consultants for the 

preliminary engineering phase of the Project. 

Upon request of ODOT, Safety Service Director to execute any appropriate documents to 

affect the assignment of all rights, title, and interests of the City of Mount Vernon to ODOT 

arising from any agreement with its consultant in order to allow ODOT to direct additional or 

corrective work, recover damages due to errors or omissions, and to exercise all other contractual 

rights and remedies afforded by law or equity. 

SECTION 6 - Emergency Clause 

This Resolution is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the immediate 

preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason to immediately 

begin the process of the upgrade of Edgewood Road, become effective upon its date of passage 

and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of 

the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect 

and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
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      ________________________________ 

      Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council 

 

PASSED: ____________________, 2024 

 

 

ATTEST: _______________________________ 

      Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

 

 

APPROVED: _________________, 2024 

 

 

      ____________________________ 

      Matthew T. Starr, Mayor 
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The Edgewood Road Improvements project aims to address challenges associated with traffic congestion,
outdated utilities infrastructure, and much needed stormwater management. 
This project is two-phased and includes a phase I construction project for Edgewood Rd. from Rt. 229 (Gambier
Rd.) to E. High St. detailed below, and a phase II planning and design project for Edgewood Rd. from E. High St.
to Rt. 36 (Coshocton Ave.). While approval for the design of phase II is being sought, the administration is
focused largely on phase I of the Edgewood Road Improvements.
Both phases are part of the City’s larger goal to comprehensively address traffic congestion, particularly in our
residential neighborhoods, update and improve our extensive utilities infrastructure, and responsibly manage
stormwater. Public involvement and participation is critical in both phases and will be sought consistently
throughout the process. 

Phase I does NOT include construction
north of E High St.
Phase I will include construction between
RT. 229 to E High St. 
Extension of sanitary sewer from RT. 229 to        
E High St.
Installation of modern storm sewer,
including curb & gutter and catch basins
from RT. 229 to E High St.
Complete replacement of water lines from
RT. 229 to E High St. improving water flow
and reliability, reducing service disruptions. 
Regrading Edgewood Rd. between RT. 229
and E High St. for improved drainage and
overall safety.
Total resurfacing of Edgewood Rd. from  
RT. 229 to E High St.
Sidewalks planned for the west side of
Edgewood Rd. to connect existing sidewalks
south of RT. 229 with a crosswalk
installation included.
Limited property acquisition may be
required for sidewalk and utilities
installation.

With existing estimates, including built in costs for
contingencies, design, right of way acquisition,
environmental impacts, and inflation, anticipated
costs for phase I of the Edgewood Road
Improvements are approximately five million dollars.
The City has secured a grant from the Central Ohio
Rural Planning Organization (CORPO) totaling
$680,000 as well as $2 million from the Ohio
Department of Transportation (ODOT). An additional
grant request has been made for dollars from ODOT’s
Systemic Safety fund. The remaining costs will come
from numerous funds within Mount Vernon’s budget.

EDGEWOOD ROAD IMPROVEMENTS
PHASE I SCOPE OF WORK

A  C A P I T A L  P R O J E C T

Executive Summary

Project Details
Anticipated Costs

Anticipated Timeline
Design for Phase I & II to begin in Spring 2024.
Construction for Phase I to begin as early 
as Spring 2026.
As with any project, timelines are subject to change
due to factors both in and out of our control. 

PREPARED BY:
Tanner S. Salyers, 
Mount Vernon Safety Service Director
SafetyService@MountVernonOhio.org
740.393.9520
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