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Legislative Session Minutes 

December 23, 2024 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council
Committee Meeting Schedule
December 23, 2024

6:40-7:04 p.m. Executive Session: Property 
acquisition 

Land Use & Development Keener 

7:05-7:19 p.m. 2025 appropriations Finance & Budget Seavolt 

- 12-23-24 Committee Meeting Schedule

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Amber Keener At Large Present 

Mel Severns Councilman Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 

John Ruckman Second Ward Present 

Bruce Hawkins President Present 

<RollCallList Status=”Absent”> 

Mike Miller Fourth Ward Absent 

INVOCATION 

The Rev. Doug Pummell, Mulberry Street Global Methodist Church, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

All recited in unison. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

Seavolt made a motion to accept the minutes of the Legislative Session of December 9, 2024 and the special Council 

meeting of December 16, 2024, with a second by Woods. Motion passed by a voice vote of 6-0. 

- City Council - Legislative Session - Dec 9, 2024 7:30 PM

- City Council - Special Meeting - Dec 16, 2024 7:30 PM
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RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Council accepted without comment the minutes for the Finance and Budget Committee and Parks and Recreation 

Committee meetings of December 9, 2024. 

- 12-09-24 Finance and Budget Committee Meeting Minutes

- 12-09-24 Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE 

None. 

PROCLAMATION 

None. 

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN 

Joel Mazza, Worthington, noted that his apartment development on North Mulberry Street was fully leased in 42 

days and that there's a waiting list for phase two. He added that the residents there deserve improved sidewalks, 

brick streets and infrastructure. He thanked the City for instituting new traffic patterns on West Hamtramck and 

West Burgess Streets. 

Vicki Fitzgerald, 206 E. High St., suggested that the City has no character and that the government has lost the 

confidence of its residents, adding that the City's historic districts are vital. She asked why the City has not consulted 

mitigation experts on the downtown buildings slated for demolition and why it didn't have to go before the 

Historical Review Commission concerning their demolition. 

Vicki Adams, 1105 Martinsburg Road, called for more transparency from the City and voiced her opposition to the 

demolition of buildings downtown. She added that the structure on the east side of North Main Street between the 

Public Square and East Chestnut Street, built by Henry B. Curtis, should be preserved. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 0  

A RESOLUTION TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES 

FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, DURING FISCAL 

YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 2025. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Seavolt made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-130, with a second by Woods. Motion to adopt passed by 

a roll-call vote of 6-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Miller 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 4  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR OF 

THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO GRANT EASEMENTS TO OHIO 

POWER COMPANY (DBA AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER); AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan
Keener made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-134, with a 

second by Mahan. Keener made a motion to amend Resolution No. 2024-134, to make 15 changes to Exhibit A, 

mostly changing "AEP" to "Land Bank." Sam Filkins of the Knox County Area Development Foundation 

detailed the proposed amendments. Mahan seconded the motion to amend, which was passed by a roll-call vote 

of 6-0. Keener made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-134 as amended, with a second by Woods. Motion 

to adopt as amended passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Amber Keener, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Miller 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 5  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR OF 

THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO GRANT AN EASEMENT TO OHIO 

POWER COMPANY (DBA AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER); AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan
Keener made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-135, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Keener made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-135, with a second by Mahan. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Amber Keener, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Miller 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 6  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR TO PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO 

PARTICIPATE IN FEDERAL COMMUNITY PROJECT FUNDING FOR 

FISCAL YEAR 2026 FOR MUNICIPAL BUILDING CONSTRUCTION; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Streets and Public Buildings:  Severns, Ruckman 

Resolution No. 2024-136 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 1/13/2025 7:30 PM 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 3 7  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-137, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-137, with a second by Woods. Auditor Paul Mayville commented on the legislation. 

Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Miller 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

None. 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

None. 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

Mayor Matthew Starr wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a Happy Hanukkah. Safety-Service Director Tanner 

Salyers thanked Council for its work on the 2025 appropriations, and wished everyone a Merry Christmas and a 
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Happy Hanukkah. Auditor Paul Mayville thanked the Administration for its work on the 2025 appropriations. 

Treasurer David Stuller wished everyone a Merry Christmas. 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

Severns wished everyone a Merry Christmas, Happy Hanukkah and Happy New Year, and thanked the 

Administration for its work on the 2025 appropriations. Mahan thanked the City for its downtown holiday lights 

display, and thanked the Administration and Council for their work on the 2025 appropriations. Seavolt wished 

everyone a Merry Christmas, and thanked everyone for their work on the 2025 appropriations. Woods wished 

everyone a Merry Christmas. Ruckman wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. Keener wished 

everyone a Merry Christmas, thanked the Administration for its work on the 2025 appropriations, and thanked 

Experience Mount Vernon for the holiday decorations downtown. Hawkins noted that the woods at the Mount 

Vernon Developmental Center are going to become part of the Knox County Parks. 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

Seavolt made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Keener. Meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 

____________________________________  __________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council       Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

CD on file/th 



PRESS RELEASE 
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
December 18, 2024 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

December 23, 2024 

6:40-6:55 p.m. 
Executive Session: 

Property acquisition 
Land Use & Development 

Keener 

6:55-7:15 p.m. 2025 appropriations 
Finance & Budget 

Seavolt 
The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 

Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 
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Finance and Budget Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

December 9, 2024 – 6:20 p.m. to 6:42 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

James Mahan, First Ward 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Paul Mayville, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Robert Morgan, Police Chief 

Aaron Reinhart, Utilities Director 

James Brown, Shade Tree Commission 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

The committee discussed Resolution No. 2024-130, to make appropriations for current expenses for the 

City during the Fiscal Year ending December 31, 2025. Safety-Service Director Tanner Salyers was asked 

to estimate the carryover from 2024 and 2025, and responded that these figures were presently unknown. 

He added that the 2025 budget was based on 2024 revenues. Auditor Paul Mayville commented that his 

staff is still dealing with transition issues from the previous Auditor, but is focused on a conservative 

budget for 2025. Salyers added that a more collaborative process with Council and the public with this 

budget is a goal. Council’s meeting schedule for the remainder of the month was detailed --- a working 

session on the budget at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 12, followed by a special Legislative Session at 7:30 p.m. 

on Monday, Dec. 16, another working session on the budget at 6 p.m. Thursday, Dec. 19 (if necessary), 

and then the last regularly scheduled Legislative Session of the year at 7:30 p.m. on Monday, Dec. 23. 

Resolution No. 2024-130 was scheduled to receive its first reading at Council’s Legislative Session later 

in the evening. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________ 

Janis Seavolt, Chair 

City of Mount Vernon 

JS/th 
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Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

December 9, 2024 – 6:42 p.m. to 6:59 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

James Mahan, First Ward 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Paul Mayville, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Robert Morgan, Police Chief 

Aaron Reinhart, Utilities Director 

James Brown, Shade Tree Commission 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

The committee heard James Brown, chair of the Shade Tree and Beautification Commission, present his 

annual report. He noted that in 2024 the City planted 418 trees, pruned 500 and removed 44. He spoke 

about the potential of public/private partnership projects, and discussed upgrades at Shellmar and Arch 

Parks, Bee City, changes in how the water truck is utilized, and the possibility of making the Public 

Square a level-one arboretum. He added that the City will remove about 80 Bradford pear trees in 2025, 

plant trees along Cougar Drive, look for a location for disc golf and continue to remove invasive plants. 

No further meetings on the matter were requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________ 

Mike Miller, Chair 

Parks and Recreation Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 

MM/th 

8.2

Packet Pg. 8

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

: 
12

-0
9-

24
 P

ar
ks

 a
n

d
 R

ec
re

at
io

n
 C

o
m

m
it

te
e 

M
ee

ti
n

g
 M

in
u

te
s 

 (
R

ec
ei

ve
 C

o
m

m
it

te
e 

R
ep

o
rt

s)



Updated: 12/9/2024 10:35 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-130 

Meeting: 12/23/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4153 

A RESOLUTION TO MAKE APPROPRIATIONS FOR CURRENT EXPENSES FOR THE CITY 

OF MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, DURING FISCAL YEAR ENDING, DECEMBER 31, 

2025. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio:  

SECTION 1:  That the Auditor of the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to make appropriations for current expenses of the City of Mount 

Vernon, during the fiscal year ending December 31, 2025, as listed on Exhibit A. 

SECTION 2:    This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of 

the City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon 

the passage and approved by the Mayor. 

HISTORY: 

12/09/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Resolution No. 2024-130 was given a first reading.

12/16/24 City Council SECOND READING 

Resolution No. 2024-130 was given a second reading.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-130, with a second by Woods. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Mike Miller 
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Updated: 12/18/2024 2:45 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 12/23/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Lands 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2024-134 DOC ID: 4157 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO GRANT EASEMENTS TO OHIO POWER COMPANY (DBA 

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the Knox County Land Reutilization Corp. (the Land Bank) owns 18 East 

Vine Street and has determined that it is necessary to bring additional power to the building as 

part of its refurbishment; and 

WHEREAS, to provide this power, Ohio Power Company (dba American Electric 

Power) will need easements across City-owned property; and  

WHEREAS, the City wishes to assist the Land Bank in bringing the property located at 

18 East Vine Street back into productive use. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That Council hereby authorizes the Safety-Service Director of the City of 

Mount Vernon to grant the easements, attached as Exhibits A and B, to Ohio Power Company 

(dba American Electric Power). 

SECTION 2: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and more specifically to 

assist Ohio Power Company to provide electrical service to the citizens of Mount Vernon, Ohio, 

and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by 

the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 

elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force 

from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Keener made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-134, with a second by Mahan. Keener made a motion to amend Resolution No. 2024-134, 

to make 15 changes to Exhibit A, mostly changing "AEP" to "Land Bank." Sam Filkins of the 

Knox County Area Development Foundation detailed the proposed amendments. Mahan 

seconded the motion to amend, which was passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Keener made a 

motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-134 as amended, with a second by Woods. Motion to adopt 

as amended passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.
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Resolution 2024-134 Meeting of December 23, 2024 

Updated: 12/18/2024 2:45 PM by Todd Hill Page 2 

RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Amber Keener, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Mike Miller 
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EASEMENT AND RIGHT OF WAY 

On this _ day of ___________ , 2024, The City of Mount Vernon Ohio, whose 
address is 40 Public Square, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050, (“Grantor”), whether one or more 
persons, owns an interest in a tract of real property that is more particularly described 
lands of the Grantor, situated in the State of Ohio, Knox County, City of Mount Vernon, 
Tax Parcel Number 66-50090.000 in that certain document, recorded in Official Record 
Book 298, Page 594, of the real property records of Knox County, Ohio. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of Ten and NO/100 Dollars ($10.00) 
and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, Grantor hereby grants, conveys and warrants this Easement and 
Right of Way (“Easement”) to Ohio Power Company, an Ohio corporation, a unit of 
American Electric Power, whose principal business address is 1 Riverside Plaza, 
Columbus, Ohio 43215, (“AEP”)AEP for electric transmission, distribution, and 
communication lines and appurtenant equipment and fixtures, being, in, on, over, 
under, through and across to supplement the Original Easement insofar as it encumbers 
such tract of real property owned by Grantor as more particularly described above. 

Auditor/Key/Tax Number: 66-50090.000 

The location, width, and boundaries of the easement area are hereby revised, modified, 
and clarified to be as described and depicted on Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof (“Easement Area”). 

The Easement is also supplemented by the addition of the following language: 

AEP, its successors and assigns, are granted the right to construct, reconstruct, operate, 
maintain, alter, inspect and patrol (by ground or air), protect, repair, replace, renew, 
upgrade, relocate within the Easement Area, remove and replace poles, towers, and 
structures, made of wood, metal, concrete or other materials, including cross arms, 
guys, anchors, anchoring systems, grounding systems, underground conduits, ducts, 
vaults, transformers, pedestals, risers, pads, communications facilities, and all other 
appurtenant equipment and fixtures, and to string conductors, wires and cables. The 
electric facilities may consist of a variable number of towers, poles, wires, guys, anchors 
and associated fixtures, including the right to enlarge, and may transmit electricity of 
any voltage or amperage, together with the right to add to said facilities from time to 
time, and the right to do anything necessary, useful or convenient for the enjoyment of 
the Easement Area herein granted, together with the privilege of removing at any time 
any or all of said facilities erected on the Easement Area. 
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AEP and its successors and assigns, shall have the right, in AEP’s reasonable discretion, 
to cut down, trim, and otherwise control, using herbicides or tree growth regulators, or 
other means, and at AEP’s option, to remove from the Easement Area any and all trees, 
overhanging branches, vegetation, brush, including all root systems or other 
obstructions. AEP shall also have the right to cut down, trim, remove, and otherwise 
control trees situated on lands of the Grantor which adjoin the Easement Area, when in 
the reasonable opinion of AEP those trees may endanger the safety of, or interfere with 
the construction, operation or maintenance of AEP’s facilities or ingress or egress to, 
from or along the Easement Area. 

AEP and its successors and assigns are granted the right of unobstructed ingress and 
egress, at any and all times, on, over, across, along and upon the Easement Area, and 
across the adjoining lands of Grantor as may be reasonably necessary to access the 
Easement Area for the above referenced purposes. 

In no event shall Grantor, its heirs, successors, and assigns plant or cultivate any trees 
or place, construct, install, erect or permit any temporary or permanent building, 
structure, improvement or obstruction including but not limited to, storage tanks, 
billboards, signs, sheds, dumpsters, light poles, water impoundments, above ground 
irrigation systems, swimming pools or wells, or permit any alteration of the ground 
elevation, over or within the Easement Area. AEP may, at Grantor’s cost, remove any 
structure or obstruction if placed within the Easement Area and may re-grade any 
alterations of the ground elevation within the Easement Area. AEP shall repair or pay 
Grantor for actual damages to growing crops, fences, gates, field tile, drainage ways, 
drives, or lawns caused by AEP in the exercise of the rights herein granted. 

The failure of AEP to exercise any of the rights granted herein, including but not limited 
to the removal of any obstructions from the Easement Area, shall not be deemed to 
constitute a waiver of the rights granted herein and the removal of any facilities from the 
Easement Area shall not be deemed to constitute a permanent abandonment or release 
of the rights granted herein. 

The terms and conditions as supplemented by this instrument, are the complete 
agreement, expressed or implied between the parties hereto and shall inure to the 
benefit of and be binding on their respective successors, assigns, heirs, executors, 
administrators, lessees, tenants, licensees, and legal representatives. 

This instrument may be executed in counterparts, each of which will be deemed an 
original, but all of which taken together will constitute one and the same instrument. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this Easement effective the day, 
month and year first above written. 

GRANTOR 
The City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 

___________________________________ 
By: Tanner Sawyer 
Title: Safety-Service Director 

State of Ohio ) 

County of Knox ) 

This instrument was acknowledged before me on the ____ day of _____________  

2024, by Tanner Sawyer, Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio, on 
behalf of said agency. 

Notary Public 
Print Name: _______ 

This Document prepared by: 
P. Robert Broeren, Jr.
Director of Law
The City of Mount Vernon
5 North Gay Street, Suite 222
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050
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EASEMENT AND RIGHT OF WAY 

On this _ day of ___________ , 2024, The City of Mount Vernon Ohio, whose 
address is 40 Public Square, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050, (“Grantor”), whether one or more 
persons, owns an interest in tracts of real property that is more particularly described 
lands of the Grantor, (1) situated in the State of Ohio, Knox County, City of Mount 
Vernon, Tax Parcel Number 66-50090.000 in that certain document, recorded in 
Official Record Book 298, Page 594, of the real property records of Knox County, Ohio, 
and (2) situated in the State of Ohio, Knox County, City of Mount Vernon, Tax Parcel 
Number 66-50091.000 in that certain document, recorded in Official Record Book 296, 
Page 163, of the real property records of Knox County, Ohio. 

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the sum of Ten and NO/100 Dollars ($10.00) 
and other good and valuable consideration, the receipt and sufficiency of which are 
hereby acknowledged, Grantor hereby grants, conveys and warrants this Easement and 
Right of Way (“Easement”) to Ohio Power Company, an Ohio corporation, a unit of 
American Electric Power, whose principal business address is 1 Riverside Plaza, 
Columbus, Ohio 43215, (“AEP”)AEP for electric transmission, distribution, and 
communication lines and appurtenant equipment and fixtures, being, in, on, over, 
under, through and across to supplement the Original Easement insofar as it encumbers 
such tract of real property owned by Grantor as more particularly described above. 

Auditor/Key/Tax Number: (1) 66-50090.000 
(2) 66-50091.000

The location, width, and boundaries of the easement area are hereby revised, modified, 
and clarified to be as described and depicted on Exhibit “A”, attached hereto and made a 
part hereof (“Easement Area”). 

The Easement is also supplemented by the addition of the following language: 

AEP, its successors and assigns, are granted the right to construct, reconstruct, operate, 
maintain, alter, inspect and patrol (by ground or air), protect, repair, replace, renew, 
upgrade, relocate within the Easement Area, remove and replace poles, towers, and 
structures, made of wood, metal, concrete or other materials, including cross arms, 
guys, anchors, anchoring systems, grounding systems, underground conduits, ducts, 
vaults, transformers, pedestals, risers, pads, communications facilities, and all other 
appurtenant equipment and fixtures, and to string conductors, wires and cables. The 
electric facilities may consist of a variable number of towers, poles, wires, guys, anchors 
and associated fixtures, including the right to enlarge, and may transmit electricity of 
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any voltage or amperage, together with the right to add to said facilities from time to 
time, and the right to do anything necessary, useful or convenient for the enjoyment of 
the Easement Area herein granted, together with the privilege of removing at any time 
any or all of said facilities erected on the Easement Area. 

AEP and its successors and assigns, shall have the right, in AEP’s reasonable discretion, 
to cut down, trim, and otherwise control, using herbicides or tree growth regulators, or 
other means, and at AEP’s option, to remove from the Easement Area any and all trees, 
overhanging branches, vegetation, brush, including all root systems or other 
obstructions. AEP shall also have the right to cut down, trim, remove, and otherwise 
control trees situated on lands of the Grantor which adjoin the Easement Area, when in 
the reasonable opinion of AEP those trees may endanger the safety of, or interfere with 
the construction, operation or maintenance of AEP’s facilities or ingress or egress to, 
from or along the Easement Area. 

AEP and its successors and assigns are granted the right of unobstructed ingress and 
egress, at any and all times, on, over, across, along and upon the Easement Area, and 
across the adjoining lands of Grantor as may be reasonably necessary to access the 
Easement Area for the above referenced purposes. 

In no event shall Grantor, its heirs, successors, and assigns plant or cultivate any trees 
or place, construct, install, erect or permit any temporary or permanent building, 
structure, improvement or obstruction including but not limited to, storage tanks, 
billboards, signs, sheds, dumpsters, light poles, water impoundments, above ground 
irrigation systems, swimming pools or wells, or permit any alteration of the ground 
elevation, over or within the Easement Area. AEP may, at Grantor’s cost, remove any 
structure or obstruction if placed within the Easement Area and may re-grade any 
alterations of the ground elevation within the Easement Area. AEP shall repair or pay 
Grantor for actual damages to growing crops, fences, gates, field tile, drainage ways, 
drives, or lawns caused by AEP in the exercise of the rights herein granted. 

The failure of AEP to exercise any of the rights granted herein, including but not limited 
to the removal of any obstructions from the Easement Area, shall not be deemed to 
constitute a waiver of the rights granted herein and the removal of any facilities from the 
Easement Area shall not be deemed to constitute a permanent abandonment or release 
of the rights granted herein. 

The terms and conditions as supplemented by this instrument, are the complete 
agreement, expressed or implied between the parties hereto and shall inure to the 
benefit of and be binding on their respective successors, assigns, heirs, executors, 
administrators, lessees, tenants, licensees, and legal representatives. 

This instrument may be executed in counterparts, each of which will be deemed an 
original, but all of which taken together will constitute one and the same instrument. 
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IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Grantor has executed this Easement effective the day, 
month and year first above written. 

GRANTOR 
The City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 

___________________________________ 
By: Tanner Sawyer 
Title: Safety-Service Director 

State of Ohio ) 

County of Knox ) 

This instrument was acknowledged before me on the ____ day of _____________  

2024, by Tanner Sawyer, Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio, on 
behalf of said agency. 

Notary Public 
Print Name: _______ 

This Document prepared by: 
P. Robert Broeren, Jr.
Director of Law
The City of Mount Vernon
5 North Gay Street, Suite 222
Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050
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Updated: 12/18/2024 2:48 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 12/23/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Lands 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2024-135 DOC ID: 4159 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO GRANT AN EASEMENT TO OHIO POWER COMPANY (DBA 

AMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER); AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City is constructing a splash pad at Riverside Park; and 

WHEREAS, the City and Ohio Power Company (dba American Electric Power) have 

determined that it is necessary to modify its current easement for electric transmission in and 

around the splash pad in Riverside Park. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That Council hereby authorizes the Safety-Service Director of the City of 

Mount Vernon to grant the easement attached as Exhibit A to Ohio Power Company (dba 

American Electric Power). 

SECTION 2: This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and more specifically to 

assist Ohio Power Company to provide electrical service to the citizens of Mount Vernon, Ohio, 

and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by 

the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 

elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force 

from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Keener made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-135, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Keener 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-135, with a second by Mahan. Motion to adopt 

passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Amber Keener, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Mike Miller 
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Easement & Right of Way 
Eas. OH____________ 

THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO HTTA THE CITY OF MT VERNON 

OHIO, “Grantor(s)”, in consideration of $1.00, the easement terms, and other good and valuable 

consideration from Ohio Power Company, an Ohio corporation and a unit of American Electric Power, 

700 Morrison Road, Gahanna, OH 43230, "Grantee", the receipt and sufficiency of which is 

acknowledged, grants and conveys with general warranty covenants to Grantee its successors, assigns, 

lessees, licensees and tenants, a right of way and easement, "Easement" for electric and other 

current/future energy or communication purposes, overhead and underground, in, on, over, through and 

across the following described lands situated in the City of Mount Vernon, Knox County, Ohio, 

containing 4.41 acres, per Auditor, as described in  Deed Records Book 78, Pages 82-83 of the Knox 

County Recorder's Office (Auditor’s Parcel # 66-50158.000). 

The Easement shall be contained within the limits of certain strips of land. The dimensions and 

approximate location of said Easement are depicted on Exhibit A, attached hereto and incorporated 

herein. 

This Easement conveys all necessary and convenient rights for the Easement's use, including, without 

limitation, the rights to: construct, operate, maintain, inspect, protect, repair, replace, enlarge, upgrade, 

extend and remove utility facilities and relocate within the Easement, all necessary and convenient 

facilities which include but are not limited to: poles, anchors, guys, supporting structures, conductors, 

conduits,  enclosures, grounding systems, foundations, manholes, transformers, and associated equipment, 

adding thereto from time to time; perform grading or filling for such facilities; cut, trim, remove and/or 

otherwise control, with herbicides or by other means, at Grantee's option (without any liability to 

Grantor), any trees, limbs or branches, brush, shrubs, undergrowth, of whatever size, buildings, structures, 

or other obstructions that in Grantee's reasonable judgment endanger or interfere with the safety or use of 

its facilities, both within and adjoining the Easement.  Within the Easement, Grantor shall not: place any 

structures, piles or debris, interfere with lateral support, change the level of the ground by excavation or 

mounding without Grantee's written consent, allow any construction that would be inconsistent with the 

National Electric Safety Code or Grantee's design standards, and, for underground lines, permit or cause 

any excavation, except for other utilities, provided such utilities rights do not conflict with this Easement.  

This Easement also conveys the right of ingress and egress in and over any reasonable routes at all times. 

If any governmental authority requires Grantee to relocate the facilities contemplated by this grant, this 
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Easement conveys the right to relocate such facilities to a comparable location of Grantee’s choosing, 

without the need for a new easement.   

Grantor may use its property for all purposes not inconsistent with the full enjoyment of the Easement, 

but Grantor acknowledges high voltage electric lines will be constructed within the Easement and Grantor 

shall use its property in a manner consistent with all applicable safety rules and regulations for working 

near electric lines. Safety/required clearance issues may be referred to Grantee's Engineering Group. 

Grantee shall restore the premises or pay reasonable damages done to fences, drains, seeded lawns (not 

landscaping), gates, ditches and crops caused by Grantee's use of the Easement.  Grantor has authority to 

grant this Easement.  No delay or omission by Grantee in exercising any right hereunder shall operate as a 

waiver or forfeiture of such right.  This Easement grant is effective and binding upon the parties, their 

successors, assigns, lessees, licensees, heirs and legal representatives, and if any term hereunder is held 

invalid, the remainder shall not be affected thereby. 

WITNESS, Grantor(s) signed this Easement on the _____ day of _____________________, 20__. 

The City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 

By:___________________________________          

 Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

STATE OF OHIO, } 

COUNTY OF _________________   } 

The foregoing instrument was acknowledged before me this ____day of ___________________, 20__, 

by Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director of The City of Mount Vernon, Ohio on its 

behalf.  

_______________________________________             

Notary Public 

_______________________________________       

Printed Name 

My Commission Expires___________________ 

Easement prepared by Ohio Power Company     TMC          Easement No. OH__________ 

Address: High Street West, Mt. Vernon, OH 43050     Drawing No. 88613498        W003733901 

 CALL BEFORE YOU DIG!!!    
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Updated: 12/18/2024 2:01 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-136 

Meeting: 12/23/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Streets and Public Buildings  

Severns, Ruckman 

Category: Grant 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4158 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

PREPARE AND SUBMIT AN APPLICATION TO PARTICIPATE IN FEDERAL COMMUNITY 

PROJECT FUNDING FOR FISCAL YEAR 2026 FOR MUNICIPAL BUILDING 

CONSTRUCTION; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, Community Project Funding allows certain federal funds to be directed 

toward eligible local projects serving Ohio's 12th Congressional District; and 

WHEREAS, each member of the U.S. Congress can submit 15 eligible projects to receive 

federal funding for FY 2026. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon is 

authorized and directed to apply to U.S. Representative Troy Balderson's office for Community 

Project Funding for FY 2026 for municipal building construction. 

SECTION 2:  The Safety-Service Director is further authorized and directed to enter into 

any agreements as may be necessary for obtaining financial assistance. 

SECTION 3:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow the City to apply for the program in a timely manner, the said Resolution shall, 

therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it 

receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the 

City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Resolution No. 2024-136 was given a first reading.

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 1/13/2025 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 12/23/2024 3:09 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-137 

Meeting: 12/23/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4161 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to transfer funds as follows: 

1. From account 101.2600.53312, Maintenance & Repair (Parks), to account

101.3600.54494, Networking Systems (Misc), in the amount of $10,000, for the purpose of email 

and G-Suite services. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 

City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon its 

date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-137, with a second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-137, with a second by Woods. Auditor Paul 

Mayville commented on the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ABSENT: Mike Miller 
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