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Legislative Session Minutes 

May 28, 2024 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council
Committee Meeting Schedule
May 28, 2024

5:26-6:26 p.m. Executive session: Investigation of 
charges or complaints against an 
employee or official, compensation 

Employee & Community Relations Woods 

6:33-6:46 p.m. Mayor’s Youth Council Employee & Community Relations Woods 

6:46-6:50 p.m. Safety and Service job titles Employee & Community Relations Woods 

6:50-7:07 p.m. Codified Ordinance Chapter 135 Employee & Community Relations Woods 

7:07-7:13 p.m. DORA signage Land Use & Development Keener 

- 05-28-24 Committee Meeting Schedule

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Mel Severns Councilman Present 

Mike Miller Fourth Ward Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 

John Ruckman Second Ward Present 

Bruce Hawkins President Present 

Amber Keener At Large Excused 

Woods made a motion to excuse Keener, with a second by Severns. Motion to excuse passed 

by a voice vote of 6-0. 

INVOCATION 

Ross Slaughter, First Presbyterian Church, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

All recited in unison. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

- City Council - Legislative Session - May 13, 2024 7:30 PM
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Seavolt made a motion to accept the minutes from Council's Legislative Session of May 13, 2024, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to accept passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Keener 

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Council accepted without comment the minutes for the Parks and Recreation Committee and Land Use and 

Development Committee meetings of May 13, 2024. 

- 05-13-24 Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes

- 05-13-24 Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE 

Council did not request a hearing on the liquor permit application for K&LCCC Inc., dba Longs Drive Thru, 2 

Mount Vernon Ave., Mount Vernon. 

- 05-28-24 Liquor License Permit

PROCLAMATION 

None. 

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 4  

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S 

DESIGNATED OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREA SIGNAGE; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan
Mahan made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-54, with a 

second by Woods. Both Mahan and Law Director Rob Broeren noted that if the legislation is not adopted by 

May 31, 2024, then the City would revert to previous legislation on the matter of Designated Outdoor 

Refreshment Area signage before various amendments took effect. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote 
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of 6-0. Mahan made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-54, with a second by Woods. Motion to adopt 

passed by a roll-call vote of 4-2, with Severns and Woods voting no. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [4 TO 2] 

MOVER: James Mahan, First Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

NAYS: Woods, Severns 

EXCUSED: Keener 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 5  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

DISPOSE OF VEHICLES IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT NOT NEEDED 

FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-55, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-55, with a second by Woods. Police Chief Robert Morgan noted that one of the vehicles 

his department wishes to get rid of is an old patrol car, while the other three are forfeitures, and explained where 

the funds from various vehicle sales go. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Keener 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 6  

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF JESSI 

BUSENBURG TO THE UTILITIES COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON FOR A TWO (2) YEAR TERM; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2024-56, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Woods made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2024-56, with a second by Mahan. Mayor Matthew Starr spoke about the qualifications of Jessi 

Busenburg to be appointed to a full two-year term on the Utilities Commission. She previously filled an 

unexpired term on the board. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Keener 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 2  

AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE, ADOPT AND ENACT THE FEBRUARY 

2024 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES; TO 

REPEAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; TO PUBLISH THE 

ENACTMENT OF NEW MATTER; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan
Mahan made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2024-22, with a second by Woods. Motion to adopt passed by a 

roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: James Mahan, First Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Keener 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 4  

AN ORDINANCE CHANGING VARIOUS JOB TITLES WITHIN THE 

SAFETY AND SERVICE DEPARTMENTS; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Ordinance No. 2024-24, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Woods made a motion to amend 

Ordinance No. 2024-24, to change the title of Administrative Assistant in the Police Department to Executive 

Assistant, with a second by Severns. Motion to amend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Woods made a motion 

to adopt Ordinance No. 2024-24 as amended, with a second by Mahan. Motion to adopt as amended passed by a 

roll-call vote of 6-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Keener 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 6  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 135 

OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON 

REGARDING EMPLOYEE TRAVEL; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Ordinance No. 2024-26, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Miller made a motion to amend 

Ordinance No. 2024-26, to state that only meals on overnight trips by City employees will be reimbursed, with 

a second by Woods. Motion to amend failed by a roll-call vote of 2-4, with Seavolt and Miller voting yes. 

Woods made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2024-26, with a second by Mahan. Motion to adopt passed by a 

roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Keener 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 7  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

PARCEL #70-50046.000 AND PARCEL #70-50054.000, ALSO KNOWN AS 

875 HARCOURT ROAD, FROM THE PRESENT ZONING OF CLINTON 

TOWNSHIP GB - GENERAL BUSINESS, TO GB - GENERAL BUSINESS; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan
Ordinance No. 2024-27 was given a first reading. There will be a public hearing on the legislation at 6:40 p.m. 

on Monday, June 24, 2024. Law Director Rob Broeren explained the state requirement for a public hearing on 

rezoning legislation.  

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/10/2024 7:30 PM 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 8  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 183 

OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON 

REGARDING MUNICIPAL INCOME TAX; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 
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Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

Ordinance No. 2024-28 was given a first reading. Seavolt requested a 15-minute meeting of the Finance and 

Budget Committee on the legislation for June 10, 2024. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/10/2024 7:30 PM 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

Mayor Matthew Starr expressed his admiration for the Mayor's Youth Leadership Council, and noted that the 

Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony went well. 

Safety-Service Director Tanner Salyers thanked Mount Zion Lodge #9 for helping with the spring cleanup over the 

weekend, adding that the new structure of the event this year cut City costs by about a third. He also noted that the 

Hiawatha Water Park is open for the season. He added that an act of vandalism occurred at Dan Emmett Park, and 

that the perpetrators have been caught on video. 

Law Director Rob Broeren noted that the Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony went well. 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

Severns, Miller and Woods noted that the Memorial Day Parade and Ceremony went well. Miller, Seavolt and 

Woods asked that the Council meeting agendas and agenda packets be distributed earlier. 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

Seavolt made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Woods. Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

____________________________________  __________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council       Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

CD on file/th 



PRESS RELEASE 
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 22, 2024 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

May 28, 2024 

5:25-6:25 p.m. 
Executive session: Investigation of 
charges or complaints against an 

employee or official, compensation 

Employee & Community Relations 
Woods 

6:25-6:40 p.m. Mayor’s Youth Council 
Employee & Community Relations 

Woods 

6:40-6:50 p.m. Safety and Service job titles 
Employee & Community Relations 

Woods 

6:50-7:00 p.m. Codified Ordinance Chapter 135 
Employee & Community Relations 

Woods 

7:00-7:15 p.m. DORA signage 
Land Use & Development 

Keener 

The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 
Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 
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Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

May 13, 2024 – 7:09 p.m. to 7:24 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Denise Neff, Human Resources 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

The chair suggested that several vacant positions be filled by year’s end, and Safety-Service Director 

Tanner Salyers noted that the interview process is ongoing. He described a meeting earlier in the day on 

handicapped-accessible restrooms and picnic tables in the City parks, noted that Jeff Derr has been hired 

as the full-time Recreation Director, and discussed a new recreational facility reservation system. Also 

discussed were safety features at Ariel~Foundation Park, investments in Shellmar Park and preliminary 

plans to name the CA&C Depot grounds American Heritage Park. The chair suggested the City find time 

to focus on smaller maintenance projects at the parks as well. Salyers reiterated that the Administration 

would provide quarterly updates to the committee on parks projects. No further meetings on the discussed 

items were requested.  

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________ 

Mike Miller, Chair 

Parks and Recreation Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 

MM/th 
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Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes 

May 13, 2024 – 7:24 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Denise Neff, Human Resources 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2024-21, amending the classification of parcel #66-07961.000, also 

known as 0 Vernonview Drive, from the present zoning of R-1 – Single Family District, to PND – Planned 

Neighborhood District. The chair noted that during the Legislative Session later in the evening she would move to 

postpone the second reading of the legislation from that evening to June 10 to June 24, 2024, and move to postpone 

the scheduled public hearing on the legislation from May 28 to June 24, 2024. Law Director Rob Broeren noted 

that he spoke with an attorney for hte developer that owns the parcel, who expressed concern that Council would 

defeat the ordinance over concern about dense housing in that area. Broeren added that PND zoning allows for 

denser housing than R-1, and stressed that the ordinance only addresses a rezoning proposal for the parcel, not a 

potential site plan. The chair added that the parcel is surrounded by parcels that are zoned R-1. No further meetings 

on the matter were requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________  

Amber Keener, Chair 

Land Use and Development Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
AK/th 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Planning and Zoning 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2024-54 DOC ID: 4033 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S DESIGNATED OUTDOOR 

REFRESHMENT AREA SIGNAGE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon created a Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area 

by Resolution 2021-81 on September 27, 2021; and  

WHEREAS, the City amended the DORA to allow permanent border signage to be 

applied to the ground by Resolution 2023-53 on June 26, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the City's amended DORA signage resolution expires on May 31, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, after almost a year of use, it has been concluded by the DORA Approval 

Subcommittee and the Experience Mount Vernon Board of the Directors that the current border  

signage, while an improvement on the original mobile signage, could be improved. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That Exhibit B of Resolution 2021-81 is replaced in its entirety by the 

attached Exhibit B.  

SECTION 2:   The Clerk of Council is hereby instructed to forward a copy of this 

Resolution to the Ohio Division of Liquor Control and to the investigative unit of the Ohio 

Department of Public Safety, all in accordance with ORC §§4301.82(C) and 4301.82(F)(3). 

SECTION 3:   This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to allow the new 

DORA signage to be installed before the expiration of Res. 2023-53, and said Resolution shall 

therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it 

receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the 

City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

HISTORY: 

05/13/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Resolution No. 2024-54 was given a first reading. Keener requested a 15-minute meeting of the 

Land Use and Development Committee on the legislation for May 28, 2024, and added that 

Experience Mount Vernon would not be invited to the meeting.
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Resolution 2024-54 Meeting of May 28, 2024 

Updated: 5/9/2024 9:56 AM by Todd Hill Page 2 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mahan made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-54, with a second by Woods. Both Mahan and Law Director Rob Broeren noted that if the 

legislation is not adopted by May 31, 2024, then the City would revert to previous legislation on the 

matter of Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area signage before various amendments took effect. Motion 

to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Mahan made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 

2024-54, with a second by Woods. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 4-2, with 

Severns and Woods voting no.

RESULT: ADOPTED [4 TO 2] 

MOVER: James Mahan, First Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Janis Seavolt, Mike Miller, James Mahan, John Ruckman 

NAYS: Tammy Woods, Mel Severns 

EXCUSED: Amber Keener 

13.1
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NO
BEVERAGES

BEYOND
THIS POINT

Mount Vernon

DORA

Aluminum Sign
Size of a standard

parking sign or smaller

SIGN EXAMPLE
EXHIBIT B.1
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EXHIBIT B.3 -sign Locations
18-inch signs (20)

Intersection: N. Main & Chestnut1.
1 sign on Southwest corner sidewalk at crossinga.
1 sign on southeast corner sidewalk at crossingb.

Intersection: N. Mulberry & W. Chestnut2.
1 sign on Southwest corner sidewalka.
1 sign on southeast corner sidewalkb.

Intersection: West High & Mechanic3.
1 sign on south sidewalk  at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.

Intersection: West Vine & South Mechanic4.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)b.

Intersection: West Gambier & South Mechanic5.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)b.

Intersection: West Ohio & South Mechanic6.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)b.

Intersection: East Ohio & South Gay7.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East Gambier & South Gay8.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East Vine & South Gay9.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East High & South Gay10.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East Chestnut & South Gay11.
1 sign on southeast corner of sidewalk between crosswalks for Chestnut & Gaya.

10-inch signs (4)
Around South Main Plaza (Dog Fountain) - AS PICTURED1.

1 sign at the S. Main Street break in fence, near drinking fountaina.
1 sign at the W. Gambier Street break in fence, near the tree lineb.

Walnut Alley2.
1 sign at W. Chestnut & Walnut Alleya.
1 sign at W. High and Walnut Alleyb.

Page iii DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3C
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Page iv DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Page v DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Page vi DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Page vii DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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New 3' fence to be installed by MVNU
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Updated: 5/22/2024 11:52 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-55 

Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4034 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO DISPOSE OF 

VEHICLES IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY 

OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Sections 721.01 and 721.15 authorize municipalities to 

dispose of personal property and vehicles no longer needed for municipal use. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Council finds that the City of Mount Vernon Police Department 

owns the following vehicles that are no longer needed for public use. Council also finds that the 

value of the vehicle is in excess of $1,000.00.   

1) 2021 Ford Explorer Vin: 1FM5K8AB6MGC45196

2) 2007 Blue Chevy Tahoe Vin: 1GNFK13097R285543

3) 2003 Silver Honda Civic Vin: 1HGEM21553L002329

4) 2005 Black Honda Accord Vin:1HGCM56425A073012

SECTION 2:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon be 

authorized and directed to sell or dispose of the vehicles pursuant to any method authorized by 

Revised Code Section 721.15. 

SECTION 3:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

of expediting the sale or trade of these items to return the proceeds to constructive use by the 

City, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval 

by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 

elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force 

from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-55, with a second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-55, with a second by Woods. Police Chief Robert 

Morgan noted that one of the vehicles his department wishes to get rid of is an old patrol car, 
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Resolution 2024-55 Meeting of May 28, 2024 

Updated: 5/22/2024 11:52 AM by Todd Hill Page 2 

while the other three are forfeitures, and explained where the funds from various vehicle sales 

go. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Amber Keener 
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Updated: 5/24/2024 8:41 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2024-56 

Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Reappointment 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4039 

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE RE-APPOINTMENT OF JESSI BUSENBURG TO THE 

UTILITIES COMMISSION FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON FOR A TWO (2) YEAR 

TERM; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Council for the City of Mount Vernon confirm the Mayor's re-

appointment of Jessi Busenberg, 3 Laurel Court, Mount Vernon, Ohio, to the Utilities 

Commission of the City of Mount Vernon, beginning May 29, 2024 and expiring on May 29, 

2026. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that an emergency exists in the usual daily operation of the various departments of the municipal 

government and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and 

approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 

members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it shall take effect and 

be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2024-56, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Woods 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2024-56, with a second by Mahan. Mayor Matthew Starr 

spoke about the qualifications of Jessi Busenburg to be appointed to a full two-year term on the 

Utilities Commission. She previously filled an unexpired term on the board. Motion to adopt 

passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Amber Keener 
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Updated: 4/17/2024 8:41 AM by Rob Broeren Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Planning and Zoning 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

ORDINANCE 2024-22 DOC ID: 4011 

AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE, ADOPT AND ENACT THE FEBRUARY 2024 

REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES; TO REPEAL ORDINANCES IN 

CONFLICT THEREWITH; TO PUBLISH THE ENACTMENT OF NEW MATTER; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, certain provisions within the Codified Ordinances should be amended to 

conform with current State law as required by the Ohio Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, various ordinances of a general and permanent nature have been passed by 

Council which should be included in the Codified Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, Council has heretofore entered into a contract with the Walter H. Drane 

Company to prepare and publish an annual revision; and 

WHEREAS, the codification of such ordinances, together with the new matter to be 

adopted, the matters to be amended and those to be repealed are before the Council; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the editing, arrangement and numbering or renumbering of the 

following ordinances and parts of ordinances are hereby approved as parts of the various 

component codes of the Codified Ordinances of Mount Vernon, Ohio, so as to conform to the 

classification and numbering system of the Codified Ordinances, to-wit: 

Ord. No. Date C.O. Section

2023-33 8-23-23 1155.03(d) 

2023-44 12-11-23 187.02(a), 187.07 

(e), 187.09, 

187.14(g), (h), (I) 

SECTION 2:  That, the following sections and chapters are hereby added, amended or 

repealed as respectively indicated in order to comply with current State law. 

Traffic Code 

301.35 School Bus. (Amended) 

303.991 Committing an Offense While Distracted Penalty. (Amended) 

331.38 Stopping for School Bus; Discharging Children. (Amended) 

331.46 Restrictions on the Operation of School Buses. (Added) 

15.1
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Ordinance 2024-22 Meeting of May 28, 2024 

Updated: 4/17/2024 8:41 AM by Rob Broeren Page 2 

333.03 Maximum Speed Limits; Assured Clear Distance Ahead. (Amended) 

333.11 Electronic Wireless Communication Device Use Prohibited While 

Driving.  

(Amended) 

337.16 Number of Lights; Limitations on Flashing, Oscillating or Rotating Lights. 

(Amended) 

337.26 Child Restraint System Usage. (Amended) 

337.33 Lights and Sign on Transportation for Preschool Children. (Added) 

341.04 Commercial Drivers Prohibitions. (Amended) 

341.05 Criminal Offenses. (Amended) 

General Offenses Code 

501.01 General Provisions and Penalty Definitions. (Amended) 

505.15 Rights of Blind, Deaf or Hearing Impaired, or Mobility Impaired Person, 

or Trainer with Assistance Dog. (Added) 

509.06 Inducing Panic. (Amended) 

509.09 Impeding Public Passage of an Emergency Service Responder. (Amended) 

513.01 Drug Abuse Control Definitions. (Amended) 

513.17 Adult Use Cannabis Control; Limitations on Conduct by Individuals. 

(Added) 

529.07 Open Container Prohibited. (Amended) 

533.08 Procuring; Engagement in Sexual Activity for Hire. (Amended) 

537.03 Assault. (Amended) 

537.12 Misuse of 9-1-1 System. (Amended) 

537.16 Illegal Distribution of Cigarettes, Other Tobacco Products, or Alternative 

Nicotine Products; Transaction Scans. (Amended) 

549.10 Possessing Replica Firearm in School. (Amended) 

549.12 Concealed Handgun Licenses; Possession of Revoked or Suspended 

License;  Additional Restrictions; Posting Signs Prohibiting Possession. 

(Amended) 

SECTION 3:  That the complete text of the sections listed above are set forth in full in 

the current replacement pages to the Codified Ordinances which are hereby attached to this 

ordinance as Exhibit A. The listing above of each new section by reference to its title shall 

constitute sufficient publication of new matter contained therein. 

SECTION 4:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure and 

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to align the 

City's codified ordinances with recent changes to the Ohio Revised Code, and said Ordinance 

shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided 

that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of 

the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 
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Ordinance 2024-22 Meeting of May 28, 2024 

Updated: 4/17/2024 8:41 AM by Rob Broeren Page 3 

HISTORY: 

04/22/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-22 was given a first reading.

05/13/24 City Council SECOND READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-22 was given a second reading.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Mahan made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2024-22, with a second by Woods. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: James Mahan, First Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Amber Keener 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

ORDINANCE 2024-24 

Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Personnel 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4021 

AN ORDINANCE CHANGING VARIOUS JOB TITLES WITHIN THE SAFETY AND SERVICE 

DEPARTMENTS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the following job titles are changed as indicated:  

Current Job Title Proposed Job Title 

Police Captain  Assistant Police Chief 

Project Engineer Construction Manager 

Executive Secretary (Fire)  Executive Administrator 

Executive Secretary (Police) Administrative Assistant 

These changes of title do not change the compensation or any duties of the listed 

positions. 

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason to 

provide appropriate job titles based on current duties performed, become effective upon its date 

of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take 

effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.  

HISTORY: 

05/13/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-24 was given a first reading. Woods requested a 10-minute meeting of the 

Employee and Community Relations Committee on the legislation for May 28, 2024.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Ordinance No. 

2024-24, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Woods 

made a motion to amend Ordinance No. 2024-24, to change the title of Administrative Assistant 

in the Police Department to Executive Assistant, with a second by Severns. Motion to amend 

passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Woods made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2024-24 as 

amended, with a second by Mahan. Motion to adopt as amended passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.
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RESULT: ADOPTED AS AMENDED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Amber Keener 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

ORDINANCE 2024-26 

Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Personnel 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4032 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 135 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON REGARDING EMPLOYEE 

TRAVEL; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the majority of the City’s rules regarding employee travel have not been 

revised in more than two decades. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

SECTION 1: That Section 135.02 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

135.02 TRAVEL AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 

(a) All travel by City officials or employees to places outside the City for the purpose of

attending meetings, conferences or schools, or carrying out other non-routine City business 

requiring such travel, shall be approved as directed by this section. 

(b) Written application shall be made to the proper authority for permission to travel. Such

application shall show the purpose of the trip, the destination, the duration of the travel and an 

itemized, estimated cost. 

(c) (1)   The President of Council shall, in advance, approve his/her own travel expenses and

that of Council. 

(2) The Mayor shall, in advance, approve his/her own travel expenses and that of all

employees in the Safety and Service departments of the City. Emergency travel may be 

authorized by the Safety-Service Director if the Mayor is unavailable or the expenses do not 

exceed the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

(3) The Judge of the Municipal Court, Auditor, Treasurer and Law Director shall,

in advance, approve their own travel expenses and the travel expenses of those employees 

who work in their Office. 

(d) Attendance, by employees in the Safety and Service departments of the City, at

seminars that are without cost to the City, may be approved by the Safety-Service Director. 

SECTION 2: That Section 135.021 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

135.021 TRAVEL EXPENSES GENERALLY. 

(a) General Information.

(1) Travel by air, rail, bus or other common carrier shall be at the lowest available rate.

(2) Officials and employees shall present tax exemption certificates when purchasing tickets

so that Federal taxes will not be assessed. 
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(3) Officials and employees shall be personally responsible for any charges assessed when

cancellations are not made within the time limits specified, except in an emergency or in other 

extenuating circumstances approved by the mayor proper authority as directed by Section 

135.02. 

(b) Employees and officials required to use their own vehicles on official City business shall

be reimbursed at the per-mile rate allowed for the current tax year by the Internal Revenue 

Service for employee business expenses as approved by the appropriate authority as directed by 

Section 135.02. 

(c) When two or more employees or officials travel on the same trip, and in the same vehicle,

mileage is paid to only one person. The names of all persons traveling together in the same 

vehicle shall be listed on the Purchase Order. 

(d) The mileage rate provided, as prescribed by the Internal Revenue Service for business

expenses, shall constitute full compensation of expenses incurred in the use of privately owned 

vehicles when traveling on official City business, including insurance. 

(e) Other transportation expenses:

(1) Reimbursement for parking charges, ferry fares, taxi fares and bridge, highway and

tunnel tolls may be claimed. 

(2) Any expenses directly chargeable to the operation of the vehicle, such as road service

and towing charges, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), may be reimbursed subject to approval 

as directed by Section 135.02. 

(3) All items reimbursed under this subsection shall be listed separately and individually on

the Purchase Order. 

SECTION 3: That Section 135.06 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

135.06 LODGING AND MEALS. 

(a) Lodging expenses incurred while traveling on official City business shall be reimbursed at

a single room rate including that and other fees, subject to approval of the appropriate authority 

directed by Section 135.02. 

(b) An allowance shall be made for meals and incidentals in any amount which shall be up to

the maximum of the meal allowance based on federal meal and incidental expense per diem 

rates for the continental United States as published by the General Services Administration 

for each full day of travel. thirty-five dollars ($35.00) per day. Exception to the above 

allowance is to be made for breakfasts, lunches, dinners and other meals which are in connection 

with official meetings, seminars or conventions, as these are included in the agenda program as 

indicated on the registration schedule, which shall be paid in full. When an agenda program is 

not included on the registration, a copy of the agenda must be submitted upon return from the 

meeting, seminar or convention. 

(c) Tipping will be permitted as a reimbursement for meals only, limited to the maximum of

fifteen percent (15%) and shall be included as part of the per day maximum allowance listed in 

subsection (b) above. Any other tipping shall not be a reimbursable expense. Alcoholic 

beverages shall not be a reimbursable expense. 

(d) To receive reimbursement for meals, a detailed receipt shall be submitted for each meal.

Officials and employees shall be responsible for obtaining the proper receipt, prior to leaving the 

establishment. Receipts for all expense claims must be submitted within twenty-one days after 
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such expenses are incurred in order to receive reimbursement for such expenses, unless there are 

extenuating circumstances involved. 

(e) To be eligible for reimbursement, all travel and other expenses must be approved in

advance by the appropriate authority directed by Section 135.02. The proper authority, as 

directed by Section 135.02, Mayor shall have the authority, upon submission of an estimate to 

permit an advance of the moneys to cover anticipated costs. When expense are submitted to the 

City Auditor, as provided in subsection (d) hereof, final adjustments shall be made. Additional 

expenses shall be reimbursed by the City at the rates provided in this section. Any excess 

advance shall be refunded to the City by the employee or official. 

(f) Reimbursement may be made to any City official for entertainment of any guest of the

City as approved in advance by the Mayor. 

(g) The City Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to reimburse employees or officials for

travel expenses and other expenses in accordance with subsections (a) through (f) hereof. 

SECTION 4:  This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason that an 

emergency exists in the usual daily operation of certain City departments and offices which are 

planning to send employees to various conferences, therefore, become effective upon its date of 

passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take 

effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

HISTORY: 

05/13/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-26 was given a first reading. Woods requested a 10-minute meeting of the 

Employee and Community Relations Committee on the legislation for May 28, 2024.

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Ordinance No. 

2024-26, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Miller 

made a motion to amend Ordinance No. 2024-26, to state that only meals on overnight trips by 

City employees will be reimbursed, with a second by Woods. Motion to amend failed by a roll-

call vote of 2-4, with Seavolt and Miller voting yes. Woods made a motion to adopt Ordinance 

No. 2024-26, with a second by Mahan. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Severns, Miller, Mahan, Ruckman 

EXCUSED: Amber Keener 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Planning and Zoning 

SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

ORDINANCE 2024-27 DOC ID: 4037 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PARCEL #70-50046.000 

AND PARCEL #70-50054.000, ALSO KNOWN AS 875 HARCOURT ROAD, FROM THE 

PRESENT ZONING OF CLINTON TOWNSHIP GB - GENERAL BUSINESS, TO GB - 

GENERAL BUSINESS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Mount Vernon has received an application for 

rezoning certain property within the City of Mount Vernon, specifically Parcel #70-50046.000 

and Parcel #70-50054.000, also known as 875 Harcourt Road; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Planning Commission for the City of Mount Vernon met on 

May 9, 2024 and voted unanimously to approve the zoning change for Parcel #70-50046.000 

from Clinton Township GB - General Business, to GB - General Business; and for Parcel #70-

50054.000 from Clinton Township GB - General Business, to GB - General Business. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the City of Mount Vernon hereby amends the zoning classification of 

Parcel #70-50046.000 and #70-50054.000, also known as 875 Harcourt Road. The zoning will be 

as indicated: 

PARCEL NO. PROPOSED ZONING 

#70-50046.000 GB - GENERAL BUSINESS 

#70-50054.000 GB - GENERAL BUSINESS 

SECTION 2:  That the zoning classification be recorded in Title XI of the Planning and 

Zoning Codes of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon. 

SECTION 3:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow for the development of business within the City, the said Ordinance shall, therefore, 

become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives 

the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of 

Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2024-27 was given a first reading. There will be a public hearing on the 

legislation at 6:40 p.m. on Monday, June 24, 2024. Law Director Rob Broeren explained the 

state requirement for a public hearing on rezoning legislation. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/10/2024 7:30 PM 
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 City Council Meeting: 05/28/24 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  Seavolt, Woods, 

  Category: Finance 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2024-28 DOC ID: 4038  
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 183 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON REGARDING MUNICIPAL 

INCOME TAX; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO: 

 

 SECTION 1: Section 183.03(B) of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows:  

 

An annual tax for the purposes specified in Section 183.012 

<https://codelibrary.amlegal.com/codes/mtvernonoh/latest/mtvernon_oh/0-0-0-29027>(A), 

hereof, shall be imposed on and after the first day of January, 20168, at the rate of one and one 

half two percent (1 ½ 2 %) per annum. 

 

 SECTION 2: Section 183.062(D) of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows:  

 

   (D)    For the purposes of division (A)(3) of this section, and except as provided in division 

(G) of this section, receipts from sales and rentals made and services performed shall be sitused 

to a municipal corporation as follows: 

 

 SECTION 3: Section 183.062(F)(1) of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

 

   (F)   (1)    Except as provided in divisions (F)(2) and (G) of this section, commissions received 

by a real estate agent or broker relating to the sale, purchase, or lease of real estate shall be 

sitused to the municipal corporation in which the real estate is located. Net profit reported by the 

real estate agent or broker shall be allocated to a municipal corporation based upon the ratio of 

the commissions the agent or broker received from the sale, purchase, or lease of real estate 

located in the municipal corporation to the commissions received from the sale, purchase, or 

lease of real estate everywhere in the taxable year. 

 

 SECTION 4: Section 183.062(G) of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

 

   (G)    If, in computing a taxpayer's adjusted federal taxable income, the taxpayer deducted any 

amount with respect to a stock option granted to an employee, and if the employee is not 

required to include in the employee's income any such amount or a portion thereof because it is 

exempted from taxation under divisions (11)(L) and (34)(A)(iv) of Section 183.03 of this 
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Chapter, by a municipal corporation to which the taxpayer has apportioned a portion of its net 

profit, the taxpayer shall add the amount that is exempt from taxation to the taxpayer's net profit 

that was apportioned to that municipal corporation. In no case shall a taxpayer be required to add 

to its net profit that was apportioned to that municipal corporation any amount other than the 

amount upon which the employee would be required to pay tax were the amount related to the 

stock option not exempted from taxation. 

This division applies solely for the purpose of making an adjustment to the amount of a 

taxpayer's net profit that was apportioned to a municipal corporation under this section. 

   (G)(1) As used in this division: 

               (a) "Qualifying remote employee or owner" means an individual who is an 

employee of a taxpayer or who is a partner or member holding an ownership interest in a 

taxpayer that is treated as a partnership for federal income tax purposes, provided that the 

individual meets both of the following criteria: 

                      (i) The taxpayer has assigned the individual to a qualifying reporting location.  

                      (ii) The individual is permitted or required to perform services for the 

taxpayer at a qualifying remote work location. 

              (b) "Qualifying remote work location" means a permanent or temporary location 

at which an employee or owner chooses or is required to perform services for the taxpayer, 

other than a reporting location of the taxpayer or any other location owned or controlled 

by a customer or client of the taxpayer. "Qualifying remote work location" may include 

the residence of an employee or owner and may be located outside of a municipal 

corporation that imposes an income tax in accordance with this chapter. An employee or 

owner may have more than one qualifying remote work location during a taxable year. 

               (c) "Reporting location" means either of the following: 

                      (i) A permanent or temporary place of doing business, such as an office, 

warehouse, storefront, construction site, or similar location, that is owned or controlled 

directly or indirectly by the taxpayer; 

                       (ii) Any location in this state owned or controlled by a customer or client of 

the taxpayer, provided that the taxpayer is required to withhold taxes under Section 4 of 

this Chapter, on qualifying wages paid to an employee for the performance of personal 

services at that location. 

               (d) "Qualifying reporting location" means one of the following: 

                       (i) The reporting location in this state at which an employee or owner 

performs services for the taxpayer on a regular or periodic basis during the taxable year; 

                       (ii) If no reporting location exists in this state for an employee or owner under 

division (G)(1)(d)(i) of this section, the reporting location in this state at which the 

employee's or owner's supervisor regularly or periodically reports during the taxable year; 

                       (iii) If no reporting location exists in this state for an employee or owner 

under division (G)(1)(d)(i) or (ii) of this section, the location that the taxpayer otherwise 

assigns as the employee's or owner's qualifying reporting location, provided the assignment 

is made in good faith and is recorded and maintained in the taxpayer's business records. A 

taxpayer may change the qualifying reporting location designated for an employee or 

owner under this division at any time. 

      (2) For tax years ending on or after December 31, 2023, a taxpayer may elect to apply 

the provisions of this division to the apportionment of its net profit from a business or 
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profession. For taxpayers that make this election, the provisions of division (F) of this 

section apply to such apportionment except as otherwise provided in this division. 

A taxpayer shall make the election allowed under this division in writing on or with the 

taxpayer's net profit return or, if applicable, a timely filed amended net profit return or a 

timely filed appeal of an assessment. The election applies to the taxable year for which that 

return or appeal is filed and for all subsequent taxable years, until the taxpayer revokes the 

election. 

The taxpayer shall make the initial election with the tax administrator of each municipal 

corporation with which, after applying the apportionment provisions authorized in this 

division, the taxpayer is required to file a net profit tax return for that taxable year. A 

taxpayer shall not be required to notify the tax administrator of a municipal corporation in 

which a qualifying remote employee's or owner's qualifying remote work location is 

located, unless the taxpayer is otherwise required to file a net profit return with that 

municipal corporation due to business operations that are unrelated to the employee's or 

owner's activity at the qualifying remote work location.  

After the taxpayer makes the initial election, the election applies to every municipal 

corporation in which the taxpayer conducts business. The taxpayer shall not be required to 

file a net profit return with a municipal corporation solely because a qualifying remote 

employee's or owner's qualifying remote work location is located in such municipal 

corporation. 

Nothing in this division prohibits a taxpayer from making a new election under this 

division after properly revoking 

a prior election. 

(3) For the purpose of calculating the ratios described in division (F)(1) of this section,

all of the following apply to 

a taxpayer that has made the election described in division (G)(2): 

(a) For the purpose of division (F)(1)(a) of this section, the average original cost of any

tangible personal property used by a qualifying remote employee or owner at that 

individual's qualifying remote work location shall be sitused to that individual's qualifying 

reporting location. 

(b) For the purpose of division (F)(1)(b) of this section, any wages, salaries, and other

compensation paid during the taxable period to a qualifying remote employee or owner for 

services performed at that individual's qualifying remote work location shall be sitused to 

that individual's qualifying reporting location. 

(c) For the purpose of division (F)(1)(c) of this section, and notwithstanding division

(F)(4) of this section, any gross receipts of the business or profession from services 

performed during the taxable period by a qualifying remote employee or owner for 

services performed at that individual's qualifying remote work location shall be sitused to 

that individual's qualifying reporting location. 

(4) Nothing in this division prevents a taxpayer from requesting, or a tax administrator

from requiring, that the taxpayer use, with respect to all or a portion of the income of the 

taxpayer, an alternative apportionment method as described in division (F)(2) of this 
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section. However, a tax administrator shall not require an alternative apportionment 

method in such a manner that it would require a taxpayer to file a net profit return with a 

municipal corporation solely because a qualifying remote employee's or owner's qualifying 

remote work location is located in that municipal corporation. 

(5) Except as otherwise provided in this division, nothing in this division is intended to

affect the withholding of taxes on qualifying wages pursuant to Section 4 of this Chapter. 

SECTION 5: Section 183.094 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as follows: 

(A) Any taxpayer that has duly requested an automatic six-month extension for filing the

taxpayer's federal income tax return shall automatically receive an extension for the filing of a 

municipal income tax return. The extended due date of the municipal income tax return shall be 

the fifteenth day of the tenth month after the last day of the taxable year to which the return 

relates. For tax years ending on or after January 1, 2023, the extended due date of City’s 

income tax return for a taxpayer that is not an individual shall be the 15th day of the 

eleventh month after the last day of the taxable year to which the return relates. 

(B) Any taxpayer that qualifies for an automatic federal extension for a period other than six-

months for filing the taxpayer's federal income tax return shall automatically receive an 

extension for the filing of a municipal income tax return. The extended due date of the municipal 

income tax return shall be the same as that of the extended federal income tax return. 

(C) A taxpayer that has not requested or received a six-month extension for filing the

taxpayer's federal income tax return may request that the tax administrator grant the taxpayer a 

six-month extension of the date for filing the taxpayer's municipal income tax return. If the 

request is received by the tax administrator on or before the date the municipal income tax return 

is due, the tax administrator shall grant the taxpayer's requested extension. 

(D) An extension of time to file under this chapter is not an extension of the time to pay any

tax due unless the Tax Administrator grants an extension of that date. 

(E) If the State Tax Commissioner extends for all taxpayers the date for filing state income

tax returns under division (G) of section 5747.08 of the Ohio Revised Code, a taxpayer shall 

automatically receive an extension for the filing of a municipal income tax return. The extended 

due date of the municipal income tax return shall be the same as the extended due date of the 

state income tax return. 

(F) If the Tax Administrator considers it necessary in order to ensure the payment of the

tax imposed by the City, the Tax Administrator may require taxpayers to file returns and 

make payments otherwise than as provided in this division, including taxpayers not 

otherwise required to file annual returns. 

(G) If a taxpayer receives an extension for the filing of a municipal income tax return

under divisions (A), (B), or (C) of this section, the Tax Administrator shall not make any 

inquiry or send any notice to the taxpayer with regard to the return on or before the date 

the taxpayer files the return or on or before the extended due date to file the return, 

whichever occurs first. If a Tax Administrator violates division (G) of this section, the 

municipal corporation shall reimburse the taxpayer for any reasonable costs incurred to 

respond to such inquiry or notice, up to $150. Division (G) of this section does not apply to 

an extension received under division (A) of this section if the Tax Administrator has actual 

knowledge that the taxpayer failed to file for a federal extension as required to receive the 
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extension under division (A) of this section or failed to file for an extension under division 

(C)of this section.

SECTION 6: Section 183.10(C) of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

(4) (a) For tax years ending on or before December 31, 2022, with respect to returns other

than estimated income tax returns, the Municipality shall impose a monthly penalty of twenty-

five dollars ($25) for each failure to timely file each return, regardless of the liability shown 

thereon for each month, or any fraction thereof, during which the return remains unfiled 

regardless of the liability shown thereon. The penalty shall not exceed a total of one hundred 

fifty dollars ($150) in assessed penalty for each failure to timely file a return. 

(b) For tax years ending on or after January 1, 2023, with respect to returns other

than estimated income tax returns, the City may impose a penalty not exceeding twenty-

five dollars ($25) for each failure to timely file each return, regardless of the liability shown 

thereon, except that the City shall abate or refund the penalty assessed on a taxpayer’s first 

failure to timely file a return after the taxpayer files that return. 

SECTION 7: Section 183.22 of the Codified Ordinances be added and to read as follows: 

183.22 ELECTION TO BE SUBJECT TO R.C. 718.80 TO 718.95 

The City of Mount Vernon hereby adopts and incorporates herein by reference Sections 

718.80 to 718.95 of the ORC for tax years beginning on or after January 1, 2018. 

“Taxpayer” has the same meaning as in section 718.01 of the ORC, except that “taxpayer” 

does not include natural persons or entities subject to the tax imposed under Chapter 5745 

of the ORC. “Taxpayer” may include receivers, assignees, or trustees in bankruptcy when 

such persons are required to assume the role of a taxpayer. 

SECTION 8: This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to bring the City’s tax code into compliance with recent changes made to the Revised Code, and 

said Ordinance shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the 

Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected 

to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from 

and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2024-28 was given a first reading. Seavolt requested a 15-minute meeting of the 

Finance and Budget Committee on the legislation for June 10, 2024.

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/10/2024 7:30 PM 
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