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City Council May 13, 2024 

Legislative Session Agenda 7:30 PM 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council
Committee Meeting Schedule
May 13, 2024

6:55-7:05 p.m. Insurance updates Employee & Community Relations Woods 

7:05-7:10 p.m. Parks project updates Parks & Recreation Miller 

7:10-7:15 p.m. 0 Vernonview Drive rezoning Land Use & Development Keener 

- 05-13-24 Committee Meeting Schedule

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

Rick Graumlich, Mount Vernon Association of Police Chaplains 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

- City Council - Legislative Session - Apr 22, 2024 7:30 PM

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

- 04-08-24A Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes

- 04-08-24B Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes

- 04-22-24 Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes
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- 04-22-24A Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes

- 04-22-24B Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes

- 04-22-24C Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes

- 04-22-24A Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes

- 04-22-24B Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE 

None. 

PROCLAMATION 

None. 

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN 

Zach Green, Knox Public Health, re quarterly update 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 0  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR TO ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL AND ENTER INTO AN 

AGREEMENT WITH MEDICAL MUTUAL FOR THE PROVISION OF 2024 - 

2025 MEDICAL HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 1  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 2  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 
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R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 3  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 

5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATION. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 5 4  

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S 

DESIGNATED OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREA SIGNAGE; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 1 8  

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 551 OF THE CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO. 

Fire, Police and Civil Defense:  Mahan, Seavolt 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 0  

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MOUNT VERNON FIRE 

DEPARTMENT TO COLLECT FEES FOR REQUIRED INSPECTIONS AND 

TESTS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Fire, Police and Civil Defense:  Mahan, Seavolt 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 1  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

PARCEL #66-07961.000, ALSO KNOWN AS 0 VERNONVIEW DRIVE, FROM 

THE PRESENT ZONING OF R-1 - SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT, TO PND - 

PLANNED NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICT. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 2  

AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE, ADOPT AND ENACT THE FEBRUARY 

2024 REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES; TO 

REPEAL ORDINANCES IN CONFLICT THEREWITH; TO PUBLISH THE 

ENACTMENT OF NEW MATTER; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Land Use and Development: Keener, Mahan

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 
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O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 4  

AN ORDINANCE CHANGING VARIOUS JOB TITLES WITHIN THE 

SAFETY AND SERVICE DEPARTMENTS; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 5  

AN ORDINANCE TO MODIFY THE POSITION OF LAW DIRECTOR 

INTERN, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 2 6  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 135 

OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON 

REGARDING EMPLOYEE TRAVEL; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 



PRESS RELEASE 
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
May 8, 2024 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

May 13, 2024 

6:55-7:05 p.m. Insurance updates 
Employee & Community Relations 

Woods 

7:05-7:10 p.m. Parks project updates 
Parks & Recreation 

Miller 

7:10-7:15 p.m. 0 Vernonview Drive rezoning 
Land Use & Development 

Keener 

The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 
Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 

1.1

Packet Pg. 5

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

: 
05

-1
3-

24
 C

o
m

m
it

te
e 

M
ee

ti
n

g
 S

ch
ed

u
le

  (
C

o
m

m
it

te
e 

M
ee

ti
n

g
s)



 

 

 

 

 

 

Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2024 – 6:26 p.m. to 6:34 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

      Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Robert Morgan, Police Chief 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Tom Hinkle, Public Works Director 

Denise Neff, Human Resources 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Several additional City employees 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages  

 

The committee discussed the latest Knox Comprehensive Plan, which will include a larger role for the City than 

previous such plans. Mayor Matthew Starr discussed the makeup of the plan’s steering committee, which will 

consist of about 30 people, and noted that the plan will look ahead to the next five to seven years. The chair added 

that the last plan came out in 2018. No further meetings on the matter were requested. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Amber Keener, Chair 

Land Use and Development Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
AK/th 
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Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 8, 2024 – 6:57 p.m. to 7:04 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

      Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Robert Morgan, Police Chief 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Tom Hinkle, Public Works Director 

Denise Neff, Human Resources 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Several additional City employees 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages  

 

The committee discussed Resolution No. 2024-37, approving the PND comprehensive development plan as 

submitted by Lemmon Development and approved by the Mount Vernon Municipal Planning Commission for 

parcel #71-00050.000 on Upper Gilchrist Road. The chair noted that the plan doesn’t call for sidewalks, and Law 

Director Rob Broeren explained that the development’s roads would be private. James Mahan noted that because 

the proposed housing units would be rentals, the development would not have a homeowners’ association. Mel 

Severns expressed concern that the rents would be higher than initially projected. Bruce Hawkins noted that six 

members of Council would have to vote against the resolution to reverse the Municipal Planning Commission’s 

recommendation. No further meetings on the matter were requested. Resolution No. 2024-37 was up for a second 

reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. A public hearing on the legislation was scheduled for 

April 22, 2024 at 6:45 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Amber Keener, Chair 

Land Use and Development Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
AK/th 
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Parks and Recreation Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 22, 2024 – 6:00 p.m. to 6:09 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Andrew Burns, Police Captain 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

The committee discussed Resolution No. 2024-48, to accept from the Ariel Corporation the gift of 

funding for construction and maintenance of a splash pad at Riverside Park, and Resolution No. 2024-49, 

to advertise for bids and enter into contract for construction of the splash pad. The chair detailed the 

project, and characterized it as positive for the community. Engineer Brian Ball explained that, to meet 

the deadline imposed by Ariel, ground would have to be broken on the project this May for the splash pad 

to be completed by May 2025. He added that there are three companies interested in bidding on the 

project, and that the handicap-accessible, family restrooms would be open year-round. Amber Keener 

noted that the project is in line with the master plan for the City’s parks system. No further meetings on 

the matter were requested. Resolution Nos. 2024-48 and 2024-49 were up for first readings at Council’s 

Legislative Session later in the evening. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________ 

Mike Miller, Chair 

Parks and Recreation Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 

MM/th 
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Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

April 22, 2024 – 6:10 p.m. to 6:16 p.m. 

 
COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

      Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

      Andrew Burns, Police Captain 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2024-20, to authorize the Fire Department to collect fees for 

required inspections and tests. Fire Chief Chad Christopher explained that the fees that the Fire 

Department is authorized to collect adhere to a common fee structure, and characterized them as growth 

paying for growth. Safety-Service Director Tanner Salyers added that the fees would represent the chance 

to recoup the cost of non-productive time for the Fire Department. No further meetings on the matter were 

requested. Ordinance No. 2024-20 was up for a second reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in 

the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

____________________________  

James Mahan, Chair  

Fire, Police, Civil Defense Committee,  

Mount Vernon City Council 

 
JM/th 
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Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

April 22, 2024 – 6:16 p.m. to 6:23 p.m. 

 
COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

      Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

      Andrew Burns, Police Captain 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

Police Captain Andrew Burns delivered his department’s quarterly report. He noted that there has been an 

increase in traffic and domestic violence calls, in part because of increased training there on the part of 

the department. Overall, the department is up 1,400 calls compared to the same point last year. Burns 

noted that the PAK United program has seen significant growth, and detailed a number of grants that the 

department has received. He added that the department currently has two positions vacant, and that filling 

them is a long process. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

____________________________  

James Mahan, Chair  

Fire, Police, Civil Defense Committee,  

Mount Vernon City Council 

 
JM/th 
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Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

April 22, 2024 – 6:23 p.m. to 6:36 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Andrew Burns, Police Captain 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2024-18, repealing Chapter 551 of the Codified Ordinances, 

regulating chronic nuisance properties. Police Captain Andrew Burns explained that as currently written 

the chapter makes it difficult to track criminal activity to a specific address, and that his department 

wouldn’t be limited if the chapter were repealed. The chair noted that the current chapter could suppress 

domestic violence calls and runs the risk of being weaponized by neighbors, while not addressing the 

issue with problem landlords. Law Director Rob Broeren noted the current chapter, adopted in 2019, was 

modeled after that of Bedford, Ohio, which was successfully sued over it. He added that the nuisance law 

in the Ohio Revised Code is more targeted, and proposed establishing a landlord registry for problem 

landlords. No further meetings on the matter were requested. Ordinance No. 2024-18 was up for a second 

reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. 

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________  

James Mahan, Chair  

Fire, Police, Civil Defense Committee, 

Mount Vernon City Council 

JM/th 
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Land Use and Development Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 22, 2024 – 6:36 p.m. to 6:41 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Andrew Burns, Police Captain 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2024-19, establishing the Mount Vernon Job Creation and Retention Tax 

Credit Program and making related authorizations. Jeff Gottke, president of the Knox County Area Development 

Foundation, noted that this would be another economic development tool for the City, and that his agency would 

still have to come to Council for specific project approvals if the ordinance is adopted. He added that the tax 

abatement would not affect withholding, and would be capped at 50 percent for up to 10 years. No further 

meetings on the matter were requested. Ordinance No. 2024-19 was up for a second reading at Council’s 

Legislative Session later in the evening.  

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________  

Amber Keener, Chair 

Land Use and Development Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
AK/th 
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Land Use and Development Committee Public Hearing Minutes 

April 22, 2024 – 6:45 p.m. to 7:15 p.m. 

COUNCIL PRESENT: Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Ruckman, Second Ward 

Mike Miller, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

Mel Severns, At-Large 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE: Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Andrew Burns, Police Captain 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

A public hearing was held to discuss Resolution No. 2024-37, approving the PND Comprehensive Development 

Plan as submitted by Lemmon Development and approved by the Mount Vernon Municipal Planning Commission 

for parcel #71-00050.000 on Upper Gilchrist Road. Jeff Gottke, president of the Knox County Area Development 

Foundation, presented an overview of the area’s housing needs, and stated that the City needs to build 400 homes 

annually to meet demand, while the last housing development here was finished in 2007. Marsha Kelso, 12848 

Upper Gilchrist Road, asked if the proposed development’s rents were too high, whether the schools, hospital and 

roads could handle more residents, and whether there would be additional Police protection. Jim Stulka, 12000 

Upper Gilchrist Road, asked how many rental units the area needed, and suggested the proposed development’s 

rents were too high. Patrick Mackie of Lemmon Development noted that the development’s entrance has been 

moved to the south, that landscape buffering has been increased, and that the proposed rents are in line with their 

other communities. Mel Severns and Mike Miller expressed concern about the rents being too high. Resolution No. 

2024-37 was up for a third reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening.  

Respectfully submitted, 

____________________________  

Amber Keener, Chair 

Land Use and Development Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
AK/th 
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Updated: 5/8/2024 3:25 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-50 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Personnel 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4031 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

ACCEPT THE PROPOSAL AND ENTER INTO AN AGREEMENT WITH MEDICAL MUTUAL 

FOR THE PROVISION OF 2024 - 2025 MEDICAL HEALTH INSURANCE COVERAGE; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO: 

SECTION 1: That the Safety-Service Director is authorized to accept the proposal and 

enter into an agreement with Medical Mutual for the provision of 2024-2025 healthcare 

insurance coverage, which agreement shall be substantially in the form of “Exhibit A” attached 

hereto and made a part hereof. 

SECTION 2: This Resolution is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason that to 

secure health insurance coverage for City employees before the current policy lapses on May 31, 

2023, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided 

that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of 

the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 
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Updated: 5/9/2024 9:42 AM by Todd Hill A Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-51 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Terry Scott 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4027 A 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to make supplemental appropriations as follows: 

1. To Account 101.2650.55513, Arbor Plantings, in the amount of $179,412.64.

(Ariel Foundation - Arbor Plantings)

2. To Account 101.2650.55514, Arbor Removal/Sidewalks, in the amount of

$104,578.30.

(Ariel Foundation - Arbor Removal/Sidewalks)

3. To Account 224.2100.55511, Fire-Equipment, in the amount of $10,000.00.

(Grant for Fire Gear Replacements)

4. To Account 101.2320.54312, Workforce Development, in the amount of $250.00.

(Anonymous Donor in appreciation for the efforts of all employees)

5. To Account 101.3600.53313, Waste Removal (Clean-Up), in the amount of

$2,000.00.

(Grant Award from DKMM - Tire Round-Up Program)

SECTION 2: This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the 

City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.20, it shall become effective upon its 

date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 
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Updated: 5/9/2024 9:48 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-52 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and Budget  

Seavolt, Woods

Category: Finance

Prepared By: Terry Scott 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4028 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he 

herewith is, authorized and directed to transfer funds as follows: 

1. From Account 101.2320.54111, Services Received, to Account

101.2320.53111, Dues/Supplies & Incidentals, in the amount of

$2,300.00.

2. From Account 101.3600.54424, Insurance - Liability, to Account

101.1600.54465, Income Tax Refunds, in the amount of $70,000.00.

3. From Account 701.2740.54118, Environmental Consultants, to

Account 701.2700.55521, New Water Meters, in the amount of

$16,200.00.

4. From Account 720.2840.54118, Environmental Consultants, to

Account 720.2800.55521, New Water Meters, in the amount of

$16,200.00.

SECTION 2:   This Resolution provides for appropriations for the 

current expenses of the City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 

731.30, it shall become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the 

Mayor. 
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Updated: 5/9/2024 9:52 AM by Todd Hill A Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-53 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and 

Budget  Seavolt, Woods 

Category: Finance 

Prepared By: Terry Scott 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4029 A 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW 

CERTIFICATION. 

WHEREAS, the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon did 

make the necessary inquiries that these billed amounts as indicated are legitimate 

and proper and did approve payment in the amounts shown; and 

WHEREAS, at the time of the making of such contract or order and at the 

time of the execution of such certificate a sufficient sum appropriated for the 

purpose of such contract or order was in the treasury or in the process of collection 

to the credit of an appropriate fund free from any previous encumbrances. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he 

herewith is, authorized and directed to pay bills as follows: 

1. To Sedgwick Managed Care Ohio, in the amount of $6,915.00, to be taken

from Account 101.2320.54111, Services Received.

2. To Public Entities Pool of Ohio, in the amount of $3,706.00, to be taken

from Account 101.3600.54424, Insurance-Property.

3. To Columbia Gas of Ohio, in the amount of $1,062.65, to be taken from

Account 701.2740.55514, Line Maintenance & Repairs ($531.33) &

Account 720.2840.55514, Line Maintenance & Repairs ($531.32).

4. To Evans, Mechwart, Hambleton & Tilton, Inc., in the amount of $4,025.00,

to be taken from Account 710.3210.54118, Environmental Consultants.

5. To Coughlin Automotive, LLC, in the amount of $112,242.00, to be taken

from Account 701.2740.55511, Distribution-Equipment ($56,121.00) and

Account 720.2840.55511, Collection-Equipment ($56,121.00).

6. To D & K Hathaway, LLC, in the amount of $3,800.00, to be taken from

Account 101.2600.53312, Maintenance & Repairs.
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Resolution 2024-53 Meeting of May 13, 2024 

Updated: 5/9/2024 9:52 AM by Todd Hill A Page 2 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the 

current expenses of the City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 

731.30, it shall become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the 

Mayor 
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Updated: 5/9/2024 9:56 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Planning and Zoning 

SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2024-54 DOC ID: 4033 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S DESIGNATED OUTDOOR 

REFRESHMENT AREA SIGNAGE; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon created a Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area 

by Resolution 2021-81 on September 27, 2021; and  

WHEREAS, the City amended the DORA to allow permanent border signage to be 

applied to the ground by Resolution 2023-53 on June 26, 2023; and 

WHEREAS, the City's amended DORA signage resolution expires on May 31, 2024; and  

WHEREAS, after almost a year of use, it has been concluded by the DORA Approval 

Subcommittee and the Experience Mount Vernon Board of the Directors that the current border  

signage, while an improvement on the original mobile signage, could be improved. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That Exhibit B of Resolution 2021-81 is replaced in its entirety by the 

attached Exhibit B.  

SECTION 2:   The Clerk of Council is hereby instructed to forward a copy of this 

Resolution to the Ohio Division of Liquor Control and to the investigative unit of the Ohio 

Department of Public Safety, all in accordance with ORC §§4301.82(C) and 4301.82(F)(3). 

SECTION 3:   This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to allow the new 

DORA signage to be installed before the expiration of Res. 2023-53, and said Resolution shall 

therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it 

receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the 

City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 

14.5

Packet Pg. 28



NO
BEVERAGES

BEYOND
THIS POINT

Mount Vernon

DORA

Aluminum Sign
Size of a standard

parking sign or smaller

SIGN EXAMPLE
EXHIBIT B.1

14.5.a

Packet Pg. 29

A
tt

ac
h

m
en

t:
 D

O
R

A
 r

ev
is

ed
 E

x.
 B

 5
-2

02
4 

 (
20

24
-5

4 
: 

N
ew

 D
O

R
A

 S
ig

n
ag

e)



EXHIBIT B.3 -sign Locations
18-inch signs (20)

Intersection: N. Main & Chestnut1.
1 sign on Southwest corner sidewalk at crossinga.
1 sign on southeast corner sidewalk at crossingb.

Intersection: N. Mulberry & W. Chestnut2.
1 sign on Southwest corner sidewalka.
1 sign on southeast corner sidewalkb.

Intersection: West High & Mechanic3.
1 sign on south sidewalk  at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.

Intersection: West Vine & South Mechanic4.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)b.

Intersection: West Gambier & South Mechanic5.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)b.

Intersection: West Ohio & South Mechanic6.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)b.

Intersection: East Ohio & South Gay7.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East Gambier & South Gay8.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East Vine & South Gay9.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East High & South Gay10.
1 sign on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)a.
1 sign on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)b.

Intersection: East Chestnut & South Gay11.
1 sign on southeast corner of sidewalk between crosswalks for Chestnut & Gaya.

10-inch signs (4)
Around South Main Plaza (Dog Fountain) - AS PICTURED1.

1 sign at the S. Main Street break in fence, near drinking fountaina.
1 sign at the W. Gambier Street break in fence, near the tree lineb.

Walnut Alley2.
1 sign at W. Chestnut & Walnut Alleya.
1 sign at W. High and Walnut Alleyb.

Page iii DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3C
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Page iv DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Page v DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Page vi DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Page vii DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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E Gambier
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Page ix DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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South Main
Plaza Fountain

New 3' fence to be installed by MVNU
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Page xi DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Updated: 4/3/2024 11:51 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

ORDINANCE 2024-18 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Fire, Police and Civil Defense  

Mahan, Seavolt 

Category: Police 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 3998 

AN ORDINANCE REPEALING CHAPTER 551 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO. 

WHEREAS, Chapter 551 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon was 

adopted by Ordinance 2019-27 on June 24, 2019 to regulate chronic nuisance properties within 

the City; and 

WHEREAS, the Chief of Police, Chair of Council’s Police and Fire Committee, and City 

Law Director reviewed Chapter 551 and determined that it is not able to be enforced as it was 

envisioned by Council; and  

WHEREAS, after discussion, review and further consideration, Council deems it 

acceptable and appropriate to repeal Chapter 551 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Mount Vernon, Knox County, State of Ohio in its entirety. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT 

VERNON, STATE OF OHIO: 

SECTION 1: That the entire Chapter 551 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of 

Mount Vernon, entitled Chronic Nuisance Properties, as set forth in the attached Exhibit A, is 

hereby repealed. 

HISTORY: 

04/08/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-18 was given a first reading. Mahan requested a 10-minute meeting of the 

Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee on the legislation for April 22, 2024.

04/22/24 City Council SECOND READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-18 was given a second reading.
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CHAPTER 551

Chronic Nuisance Properties
551.01  Definitions.
551.02  Violation.
551.03  Procedure.
551.04  Burden of proof; affirmative defenses.
551.05  Impact.
551.06  Other penalties.

551.01 DEFINITIONS.
(a) CHRONIC NUISANCE PROPERTY.

(1) Property on which three or more nuisance activities and/or two felony drug activities have occurred during any
six month period; or

(2) Property on which any person associated with the property has engaged in three or more nuisance activities
within any six month period.

(b) NUISANCE ACTIVITIES. Any of the following activities, behaviors, or criminal conduct:
(1) Any falsification violation under Section 525.02, obstruction of official business violation under Section 525.07,

obstructing justice violation under Section 525.08, resisting arrest violation under Section
525.09, compliance with lawful order of Police Officer - fleeing violation under Section 303.01,
misuse of 9-1-1 System violation under Section 537.12, failure to disclose personal information
violation under Section 525.17 of the Codified Ordinances;

(2) Any alcohol violations under Chapter 529 of the Codified Ordinances;'
(3) Any animal violations under Chapter 505 of the Codified Ordinances;
(4) Any drug violation under Chapter 513 of the Codified Ordinances;
(5) Any gambling violation under Chapter 517 of the Codified Ordinances;
(6) Any offense against another person under Chapter 537 of the Codified Ordinances, excluding any Chapter 537

offenses where the person in charge or person associated with the property is a victim of the
offense and not the perpetrator;

(7) Any violation under Section 521.14 of the Codified Ordinances, illegal distribution of cigarettes or other
tobacco products;

(8) Any disorderly conduct, disturbance of the peace, or other violation under Chapter 509 of the Codified
Ordinances;

(9) Any health, safety, or sanitation violation under Chapter 521 of the Codified Ordinances;
(10) Any sex offense under Chapter 533 of the Codified Ordinances;
(11) Any weapons, explosives, firearm, or handgun violation under Chapter 549 of the Codified Ordinances;
(12) Any activity or violation indicated to be a public nuisance anywhere in the Codified Ordinances; or
(13) Any activity or violation listed above under the corresponding sections of the Ohio Revised Code.

(c) PERMIT. To suffer, allow, consent to, acquiesce by failure to prevent, or expressly assent or agree to the doing of
an act.

(d) PERSON. Any natural person, agent, association, firm, partnership, or corporation capable of owning,
occupying, or using property.

(e) PERSON IN CHARGE, Any person, in actual or constructive possession of a property, including but not limited
to an owner or occupant of a property under his or her dominion, ownership, or control.

(f) PERSON ASSOCIATED WITH. Any person who, on the occasion of a nuisance activity, has entered,
patronized, visited, or attempted to enter, patronize, or visit a property or person present on a property, including without
limitation any officer, director, customer, agent, employee, or any independent contractor of a property, person in charge,
or owner thereof.

(g) PROPERTY or PREMISES. These terms may be used interchangeably in this chapter. Any public or private
building, lot, parcel, dwelling, rental unit, real estate or land or portion thereof including property used as a residential or
commercial property, Property consisting of more than one unit shall be limited to the unit or portion of the property on
which any nuisance activity occurs.

(h) FELONY DRUG ACTIVITY. Any violation charged under Ohio R.C. Chapters 2925 or 3917, the penalty for
which includes the possibility of incarceration in a penitentiary. This includes, but is not limited to, possession of a
controlled substance, permitting drug abuse, trafficking drugs, corrupting another with drugs, illegal manufacture of drugs,
and illegal assembly of chemicals. (Ord. 2019-27. Passed 6-24-19.)

551.02 VIOLATION.
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(a) Any property which is a chronic nuisance property is in violation of this section and subject to its remedies.
(b) Any person in charge who permits property to be a chronic nuisance property shall be in violation of this section

and subject to its remedies.
(Ord. 2019-27. Passed 6-24-19.)

551.03 PROCEDURE.
(a) The Chief of Police or his designee, upon finding that two or more nuisance activities, or one felony drug activity,

declared in this section have occurred within any six month period, may cause a written notice and order to be served on
the owner of the property declaring that such property is a nuisance property. The notice shall contain the following
information:

(1) The street address or a legal description sufficient to identify the property.
(2) A statement detailing the nature of the nuisances, the estimated costs to abate any future nuisances, and that the

owner may avoid being charged the costs of abatement by taking steps to prevent any further
nuisance activity as set forth in this section.

(3) A statement that if a third or subsequent nuisance activity or second felony drug activity as declared in this
section occurs, within six months of the dates of the first two nuisance activities or first felony
drug activity, the City may abate the nuisance by responding to the activities using administrative
and law enforcement actions, and the costs of such abatement shall be assessed on the nuisance
property.

(b) Notice shall be deemed properly served by the following methods:
(1) Sent by first class mail to the address of the owner as listed in the County Auditor's office; and
(2) Posted on the front door or other conspicuous location of the property that is subject to the notice; or
(3) Delivered in person to the owner.

(c) Return of service shall be made by affidavit of the person serving, mailing or posting such notice, and when notice
is given by mail, such affidavit shall identify the property by County Auditor's parcel number and shall show the name and
address of the person to whom the notice was mailed and the date of mailing.

(d) If within six months after the two nuisances or first felony drug activity referred to in division (a) of this section has
occurred, a third nuisance activity or second felony drug activity as declared in this section occurs, the City shall notify
the owner that the property has been deemed a chronic nuisance property and direct the owner to abate the nuisance. If
the owner has not done so within thirty days, the City may abate the nuisance by responding to the activity using
administrative and law enforcement actions.

(1) Notice shall be posted on the premises or at the site of the nuisance directing the responsible party to abate the
nuisance. A copy of the notice shall be forwarded by first class mail to the address of the owner
as listed in the County Auditor's office. Personal service may be used in lieu of posting and
mailing.

(2) The notice to abate shall contain:
A. The street address or a legal description sufficient to identify the property.
B. A direction to abate the nuisance within thirty calendar days from the date of the notice.
C. A description of the nuisance.
D. A statement that, unless the nuisance is removed, the City may abate the nuisance and the cost of abatement

shall be charged to the owner or assessed against the property, or both.
(e) The owner of a nuisance property who receives a notice from the Chief of Police or his designee pursuant to this

section may appeal such notice by submitting a written request for reconsideration to the Safety-Service Director within
thirty days of the date of the notice. If the Safety-Service Director finds that the facts presented do not support the
declaration of a nuisance, the Director shall rescind the notice. Otherwise, the Safety-Service Director shall deny the
request. Any appeal from the decision of the Safety-Service Director shall proceed pursuant to Chapter 2506 of the
Ohio Revised Code. Any such appeal shall not stay any actions by the City to abate any subsequent nuisance activity.
(Ord. 2019-27. Passed 6-24-19.)

551.04 BURDEN OF PROOF; AFFIRMATIVE DEFENSES.
(a) In an action under this section, the City shall have the initial burden of proof to show by a preponderance of the

evidence that a violation under that section has occurred.
(b) The City shall be deemed to have failed to have met this standard if the owner demonstrates by a preponderance

of the evidence that:
(1) He or she was not the owner at the time of any of the nuisance activity that is the basis of the notice;
(2) He or she has knowledge of the nuisance activity, but has promptly and vigorously taken all actions necessary to

abate each nuisance including, without limitation, compliance with the requirements of Ohio R.C.
5321.17(C) and 5321.04(A)(9); or

(3) He or she had no knowledge of the nuisance activity and could not, with reasonable care and diligence; have
known of the nuisance activity; and upon receipt of the notice of the declaration of the property
as a nuisance property, he or she promptly took all actions necessary to abate the nuisance
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including, without limitation, compliance with the requirements of Ohio R.C. 5321.17(C) and
5321.04(A) (9).

(c) If the owner performed a background check prior to leasing and is in the process of eviction, either at the time of
the third nuisance/second felony drug activity or as a result of the third nuisance/second felony drug activity, the City shall
not deem the property a chronic nuisance. (Ord. 2019-27. Passed 6-24-19.)

551.05 IMPACT.
(a) Once a property has been determined to be a chronic nuisance property, the owner of that property shall be

charged for the actual cost of each subsequent service by the City for a nuisance or felony drug activity for that property.
(b) The Chief of Police or his or her designee shall also assess a civil penalty against an owner who violates any

provision of this chapter or fails to obey any order to abate a chronic nuisance. Assessments for nuisance activities shall
be imposed based on the number of nuisance or felony drug activities that occur on that property after it has been
deemed a chronic nuisance property. The assessment shall be issued as follows:

(1) For the first nuisance or felony drug activity, a civil penalty against the owner of one hundred and fifty dollars
($150.00) shall be imposed;

(2) For the second nuisance or felony drug activity, a civil penalty against the owner of two hundred and fifty dollars
($250.00) shall be imposed;.

(3) For the third nuisance or felony drug activity, a civil penalty against the owner of five hundred dollars ($500.00)
shall be imposed;

(4) For the fourth nuisance or felony drug activity, a civil penalty against the owner of seven hundred and fifty
dollars ($750.00) shall be imposed;

(5) For each nuisance or felony drug activity after the fourth, a civil penalty against the owner of one thousand
dollars ($1,000) shall be imposed.

(c) The determination that a premises is a chronic nuisance subject to remittance for the cost of enforcement pursuant
to this section and subject to civil penalties or criminal prosecution pursuant to this chapter shall be effective for a two
year period beginning with the date the property is declared to be a chronic nuisance property.

(1) If at any point during that two-year period another nuisance activity or felony drug activity occurs atthe
property, the two year period shall restart from the date of that activity. The two year period shall
restart for any subsequent nuisance or felony drug activity.

(d) In addition to other relief ordered, a court of competent jurisdiction may authorize the City to physically secure the
property against all access, use or occupancy in the event that the owner fails to do so within the time specified by the
court. In the event that the City is authorized to secure the property, all costs reasonably incurred by the City to
physically secure the property shall be paid to the City by the owner and maybe included in the City's money judgment,
including court costs. The court may in its discretion, award attorney fees to the prevailing party.
(Ord. 2019-27. Passed 6-24-19.)

551.06 OTHER PENALTIES.
(a) Whoever violates the provisions of this chapter is guilty of a minor misdemeanor and shall be fined one hundred

and fifty dollars ($150,00).
(b) A separate offense shall be deemed committed each day on which a violation occurs or continues.
(c) Permits, including those for occupancy, health, etc., granted to the owner may be subject to revocation based on

the declaration that a property is a chronic nuisance property.
(d) The declaration of a nuisance property, an order to abate a nuisance, or the assessment of costs by the City on a

property do not affect or limit the City's right or authority to bring a criminal prosecution or other legal action against any
person for violation of the City's ordinances or the Ohio Revised Code, including those provided for in Ohio R.C.
3767.06.
(Ord. 2019-27. Passed 6-24-19.)

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF MOUNT VERNON
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Updated: 4/5/2024 9:19 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

ORDINANCE 2024-20 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Fire, Police and Civil Defense  

Mahan, Seavolt 

Category: Fire 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4006 

AN ORDINANCE TO AUTHORIZE THE MOUNT VERNON FIRE DEPARTMENT TO 

COLLECT FEES FOR REQUIRED INSPECTIONS AND TESTS; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THERFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio, that:  

SECTION 1: That the Mount Vernon Fire Department is authorized to collect fees for 

required inspections and tests. The party requesting the inspection of test shall pay a fee in 

accordance with a fee schedule fixed from time to time by the Board of Control in order to 

recover the Mount Vernon Fire Department's costs related to the required inspections and tests. 

SECTION 2: This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow the City’s Fire Department to collect fees for required inspections, and said Ordinance 

shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided 

that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of 

the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 

HISTORY: 

04/08/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-20 was given a first reading. Mahan requested a five-minute meeting of the 

Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee on the legislation for April 22, 2024.

04/22/24 City Council SECOND READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-20 was given a second reading.
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Updated: 4/17/2024 9:55 AM by Rob Broeren Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and 

Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Planning and Zoning 

SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

ORDINANCE 2024-21 DOC ID: 4010 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PARCEL #66-07961.000, 

ALSO KNOWN AS 0 VERNONVIEW DRIVE, FROM THE PRESENT ZONING OF R-1 - 

SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT, TO PND - PLANNED NEIGHBORHOOD DISTRICT. 

WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Mount Vernon has received an application for 

rezoning certain property within the City of Mount Vernon, specifically Parcel #66-07961.000, 

also known as 0 Vernonview Drive; and 

WHEREAS, the Municipal Planning Commission for the City of Mount Vernon met on 

April 11, 2024 and voted 4-1 to approve the zoning change for Parcel #66-07961.000 from R1 - 

Single Family District, to PND - Planned Neighborhood District. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the City of Mount Vernon hereby amends the zoning classification of 

Parcel #66-07961.000, also known as 0 Vernonview Drive. The zoning will be as indicated: 

PARCEL NO. PROPOSED ZONING 

#66-07961.000 PND - Planned Neighborhood District 

SECTION 2:  That the zoning classification be recorded in Title XI of the Planning and 

Zoning Codes of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon. 

HISTORY: 

04/22/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-21 was given a first reading. Keener requested a five-minute meeting of the 

Land Use and Development Committee on the legislation for May 13, 2024.
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City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 

Application for Zoning Amendment 

Applicant’s Information 
Owner’s Name, Address, Phone, and Email Address 
 
 

Agent’s Name, Address, Phone, and Email Address 
 
 

Site Information 
Site Address 

 

Legal Description 

 
Parcel Number Deed Volume and Page Number 

 
 

Use of Property 
Present Use 

 

Present Zoning District 

 
Proposed Use 

 

Proposed Zoning District 

 
Documents to be Submitted 

The following documents must also be submitted with this application: 

1. A statement of the reason(s) for the proposed amendment.
2. A vicinity map at a scale approved by the Zoning Enforcement Officer showing property lines,

thoroughfares, existing and proposed zoning, and such other items as the Zoning Enforcement
Officer may require.

3. A statement on the ways in which the proposed amendment relates to the comprehensive plan.
4. The $150.00 filing fee as established by ordinance.

I hereby certify that the information submitted on this application and on any sketches, drawings or other 
documents submitted with this application is true and exact.   

Date: By: 

Filing Information 
Filing Date Fee deposit 

$150.00 

Date Paid Receipt Number 

This form revised 04-11-2023 

ARISTA VILLAS MOUNT VERNON LLC
100 INTERNATIONAL DR
23RD FLOOR
BALTIMORE MD 21202

Clint M Huhra
2344 York Road 
Timonium, MD 21093

clint@kngequity.com

410.322.1501

office@kngequity.com

888.299.2403

0 VERNONVIEW DR  MOUNT VERNON OH 43050 NW PT NE OF 25 39.916AC

66-07961.000 1974/559

Vacant Land

Mixed Use Neighborhood - SFD/Towns/Multifamily

3/22/2024

Clint M Huhra

R1

Planned Neighborhood District (PND)
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Arista Villas Mount Vernon, LLC

Application for Zoning Amendment

Arista Villas Mount Vernon LLC has submitted a proposal for a zoning

amendment to permit the existing property to host a blend of housing options for

the community. Under this proposed amendment, we, as the developer, would

have the opportunity to propose a combination of single-family dwellings,

townhomes, and multifamily units. This approach aligns with the existing

character of the surrounding areas, which already feature a mix of single-family

homes, senior living facilities, and other multifamily housing options.

The proposed amendment is intricately tied to the comprehensive plan,

integrating housing needs within the market while remaining consistent with its

framework. Recognizing the influx of residents from Columbus and other

influencing factors, it's imperative to address the area's housing demands while

preserving its rich history and allure. Additionally, our plan integrates existing

traffic patterns and desired roundabouts outlined in the town's master plan,

which will be gradually implemented in the coming years. We believe our

proposal aligns seamlessly with Mount Vernon's comprehensive planning,

ensuring a cohesive extension of the present landscape and future vision.
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ZONING DESIGNATION: GBZONING DESIGNATION: R-1

ZONING 

DESIGNATION: A-2

ZONING 

DESIGNATION: PND

ZONING 

DESIGNATION: M-1

ZONING 

DESIGNATION: PND

ZONING DESIGNATION: R-1

CURRENT ZONING: R-1

PROPOSED ZONING: PND

PROJECT LOCATION

V
E

R
N

O
N

 V
IE

W
 R

O
A

D

COSHOCTON

VICINITY MAP

39.916 ACRES

Salt Lake City, Utah
Athens, Ohio
801.558.7705
www.solstice.design

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

Project

Issue

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

Revisions

Notes

No.

© 2024 Solstice Design Studio

No. As indicated

A100.0

EXISTING SITE PLAN

2.22.2024

PND

ARISTA
VILLAS
VERNONVIEW DR

MOUNT VERNON, OH 43050

1" = 100'-0"

EXISTING SITE PLAN + ZONING MAP

1
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SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED

AREA 19.1 ACRES

DWELLING UNITS 46 LOTS

DENSITY 2.4 UNITS / AC

MIN FLOOR AREA 1,200 SQ FT

MIN LOT AREA 9,000 SQ FT

MIN LOT WIDTH 55' (MEASURED AT FRONT SETBACK)

LOT COVERAGE MAX 35%

MAX HEIGHT 2-STORY, 30'

FRONT SETBACK 30'

SIDE SETBACK 10'

REAR SETBACK 30'

MIN PARKING 2 PER DU, 1 ENCLOSED

TRASH COLLECTION INDIVIDUAL RECEPTACLES 

TO BE STORED IN GARAGE

ATTACHED TOWNHOMES

AREA 5.2 ACRES

DWELLING UNITS 24 UNITS

DENSITY 4.6 UNITS / AC

MIN FLOOR AREA 1,000 SQ FT

LOT COVERAGE MAX 40%

MAX HEIGHT 2-STORY, 30'

FRONT SETBACK 30'

SIDE SETBACK 10'

REAR SETBACK 20'

MIN PARKING 2 PER DU

TRASH COLLECTION INDIVIDUAL RECEPTACLES

TO BE STORED IN GARAGE

MULTIFAMILY APARTMENTS

AREA 10.4 ACRES

DWELLING UNITS 150 UNITS

DENSITY 14.4 UNITS / AC

MIN FLOOR AREA 700 SQ FT

LOT COVERAGE MAX 40%

MAX HEIGHT 3-STORY, 35'

MIN PARKING 1.5 PER DU

TRASH COLLECTION DUMPSTERS

RE: CIVIL FOR LOCATIONS

WOODSIDE DRIVE

UPLAND TERRACE

V
E

R
N

O
N

V
IE

W
 D

R
IV

E

FAIRWAY DRIVE

LOT 1 LOT 2 LOT 3 LOT 4 LOT 5 LOT 6 LOT 7 LOT 8 LOT 9
LOT 10

LOT 11

LOT 12

LOT 13

LOT 14

LOT 15
LOT 16

LOT 17 LOT 18 LOT 19 LOT 20 LOT 21 LOT 22 LOT 23 LOT 24

LOT 25

LOT 26

LOT 27

LOT 28

LOT 29

LOT 30

LOT 31

LOT 32

LOT 33

LOT 34
LOT 35

LOT 36

LOT 37

LOT 38

LOT 39

LOT 40

LOT 41

LOT 42

LOT 43

LOT 44 LOT 45
LOT 46

POND

POND

POND

POND

POND

APARTMENT 

BUILDING 1

<35' MAX HEIGHT

FENCED POOL AREA

CLUBHOUSE PARKINGSPORT COURTS

TOWNHOMES 1-6

<30' MAX HEIGHT TOWNHOMES 7-12

<30' MAX HEIGHT

TO
W

N
H

O
M

E
S 13-18

<30' M
A

X
 H

E
IG

H
T

T
O

W
N

H
O

M
E

S
 19

-2
4

<
3

0
' M

A
X

 H
E

IG
H

T

DEDICATED LAND

AREA TO BE DEDICATED 2.82 ACRES

APARTMENT 

BUILDING 2

<35' MAX HEIGHT

APARTMENT 

BUILDING 3

<35' MAX HEIGHT

APARTMENT 

BUILDING 4

<35' MAX HEIGHT

APARTMENT 

BUILDING 5

<35' MAX HEIGHT

PROJECT DETAILS

EXISTING ZONING DESIGNATION R-1

PROPOSED ZONING DESIGNATION PND

TOTAL LOT AREA 39.92 ACRES

PUBLIC R.O.W. AREA 4.39 ACRES

NET AREA 35.53 ACRES

TOTAL PROPOSED DWELLING UNITS: 220 

PROPOSED DENSITY 6.2 DU / ACRE

PARKING CALCULATIONS RE: CIVIL

OPEN SPACE RE: CIVIL

DEVELOPMENT AREA RE: CIVIL

CLUBHOUSE & SHARED AMENITIES

AREA 1.7 ACRES

PARKING 19 STALLS INCL 2 ADA

3
0

' -
 0

"

10' - 0"

3
0

' -
 0

"

10' - 0"

3
0

'  -
 0

"

10' - 0"

10' - 0"

2
0

' -
 0

"

18
0

'  -
 0

"

75' - 0" 80' - 0" 75' - 0" 80' - 0"

4' SIDEWALK BOTH SIDES 

OF STREET, TYPICAL

60' R.O.W

60' R.O.W

50' R.O.W

5
0

' R
.O

.W

5
0

' R
.O

.W

50' R.O.W

CLUBHOUSE

Salt Lake City, Utah
Athens, Ohio
801.558.7705
www.solstice.design

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

Project

Issue

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION

Revisions

Notes

No.

© 2024 Solstice Design Studio

No. 1" = 100'-0"

A100.1

SITE PLAN

2.22.2024

PND

ARISTA
VILLAS
VERNONVIEW DR

MOUNT VERNON, OH 43050

1" = 100'-0"

PROPOSED SITE PLAN

1
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WOODSIDE DRIVE

UPLAND TERRACE

V
E

R
N

O
N

V
IE

W
 D

R
IV

E

19.1 ACRES

45 SINGLE FAMILY HOMES  

SINGLE FAMILY INFRASTRUCTURE

20.8 ACRES

CLUBHOUSE & AMENITIES

24 TOWNHOME UNITS

150 APARTMENTS (5 BUILDINGS, 30 UNITS EA.)

PARKING & INFRASTRUCTURE

FAIRWAY DRIVE

PHASE 1 PHASE 2

SINGLE FAMILY DETACHED

19.1 AC

DEDICATED LAND

2.82 AC

MULTIFAMILY APTS

10.4 AC

CLUBHOUSE

1.7 AC
TOWNHOMES

5.2 AC

Salt Lake City, Utah
Athens, Ohio
801.558.7705
www.solstice.design

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Land Use and Development

Keener, Mahan Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

Category: Planning and Zoning 

SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

ORDINANCE 2024-22 DOC ID: 4011 

AN ORDINANCE TO APPROVE, ADOPT AND ENACT THE FEBRUARY 2024 

REPLACEMENT PAGES TO THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES; TO REPEAL ORDINANCES IN 

CONFLICT THEREWITH; TO PUBLISH THE ENACTMENT OF NEW MATTER; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, certain provisions within the Codified Ordinances should be amended to 

conform with current State law as required by the Ohio Constitution; and 

WHEREAS, various ordinances of a general and permanent nature have been passed by 

Council which should be included in the Codified Ordinances; and 

WHEREAS, Council has heretofore entered into a contract with the Walter H. Drane 

Company to prepare and publish an annual revision; and 

WHEREAS, the codification of such ordinances, together with the new matter to be 

adopted, the matters to be amended and those to be repealed are before the Council; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the editing, arrangement and numbering or renumbering of the 

following ordinances and parts of ordinances are hereby approved as parts of the various 

component codes of the Codified Ordinances of Mount Vernon, Ohio, so as to conform to the 

classification and numbering system of the Codified Ordinances, to-wit: 

Ord. No. Date C.O. Section

2023-33 8-23-23 1155.03(d) 

2023-44 12-11-23 187.02(a), 187.07 

(e), 187.09, 

187.14(g), (h), (I) 

SECTION 2:  That, the following sections and chapters are hereby added, amended or 

repealed as respectively indicated in order to comply with current State law. 

Traffic Code 

301.35 School Bus. (Amended) 

303.991 Committing an Offense While Distracted Penalty. (Amended) 

331.38 Stopping for School Bus; Discharging Children. (Amended) 

331.46 Restrictions on the Operation of School Buses. (Added) 
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Ordinance 2024-22 Meeting of May 13, 2024 

Updated: 4/17/2024 8:41 AM by Rob Broeren Page 2 

333.03 Maximum Speed Limits; Assured Clear Distance Ahead. (Amended) 

333.11 Electronic Wireless Communication Device Use Prohibited While 

Driving.  

(Amended) 

337.16 Number of Lights; Limitations on Flashing, Oscillating or Rotating Lights. 

(Amended) 

337.26 Child Restraint System Usage. (Amended) 

337.33 Lights and Sign on Transportation for Preschool Children. (Added) 

341.04 Commercial Drivers Prohibitions. (Amended) 

341.05 Criminal Offenses. (Amended) 

General Offenses Code 

501.01 General Provisions and Penalty Definitions. (Amended) 

505.15 Rights of Blind, Deaf or Hearing Impaired, or Mobility Impaired Person, 

or Trainer with Assistance Dog. (Added) 

509.06 Inducing Panic. (Amended) 

509.09 Impeding Public Passage of an Emergency Service Responder. (Amended) 

513.01 Drug Abuse Control Definitions. (Amended) 

513.17 Adult Use Cannabis Control; Limitations on Conduct by Individuals. 

(Added) 

529.07 Open Container Prohibited. (Amended) 

533.08 Procuring; Engagement in Sexual Activity for Hire. (Amended) 

537.03 Assault. (Amended) 

537.12 Misuse of 9-1-1 System. (Amended) 

537.16 Illegal Distribution of Cigarettes, Other Tobacco Products, or Alternative 

Nicotine Products; Transaction Scans. (Amended) 

549.10 Possessing Replica Firearm in School. (Amended) 

549.12 Concealed Handgun Licenses; Possession of Revoked or Suspended 

License;  Additional Restrictions; Posting Signs Prohibiting Possession. 

(Amended) 

SECTION 3:  That the complete text of the sections listed above are set forth in full in 

the current replacement pages to the Codified Ordinances which are hereby attached to this 

ordinance as Exhibit A. The listing above of each new section by reference to its title shall 

constitute sufficient publication of new matter contained therein. 

SECTION 4:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure and 

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to align the 

City's codified ordinances with recent changes to the Ohio Revised Code, and said Ordinance 

shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided 

that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of 

the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 
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Ordinance 2024-22 Meeting of May 13, 2024 

Updated: 4/17/2024 8:41 AM by Rob Broeren Page 3 

HISTORY: 

04/22/24 City Council FIRST READING 

Ordinance No. 2024-22 was given a first reading.
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

ORDINANCE 2024-24 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Personnel 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4021 

AN ORDINANCE CHANGING VARIOUS JOB TITLES WITHIN THE SAFETY AND SERVICE 

DEPARTMENTS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the following job titles are changed as indicated:  

Current Job Title Proposed Job Title 

Police Captain  Assistant Police Chief 

Project Engineer Construction Manager 

Executive Secretary (Fire)  Executive Administrator 

Executive Secretary (Police) Administrative Assistant 

These changes of title do not change the compensation or any duties of the listed 

positions. 

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason to 

provide appropriate job titles based on current duties performed, become effective upon its date 

of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take 

effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law.  
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

ORDINANCE 2024-25 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Personnel 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4030 

AN ORDINANCE TO MODIFY THE POSITION OF LAW DIRECTOR INTERN, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the following part-time position is hereby authorized at the hourly 

wage listed and upon the appropriation times listed below: 

Law Director Summer Intern………………....$12.00 per hour (for a maximum of 40 

hours  per week for 10 weeks during the months of May, June, July and August) 

The salary authorized by this Ordinance shall be payable bi-weekly. 

SECTION 2:  This part-time position will not be eligible for any additional benefits 

other than those required by law. 

SECTION 3: Ordinance 2023-02 is repealed. 

SECTION 4:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow the intern to start as soon as possible, and said Ordinance shall, therefore, become 

effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the 

affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount 

Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed 

by law. 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

ORDINANCE 2024-26 

Meeting: 05/13/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

Woods, Keener 

Category: Personnel 

Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 4032 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CERTAIN PROVISIONS OF CHAPTER 135 OF THE 

CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON REGARDING EMPLOYEE 

TRAVEL; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the majority of the City’s rules regarding employee travel have not been 

revised in more than two decades. 

NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

SECTION 1: That Section 135.02 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

135.02 TRAVEL AND OTHER MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES. 

(a) All travel by City officials or employees to places outside the City for the purpose of

attending meetings, conferences or schools, or carrying out other non-routine City business 

requiring such travel, shall be approved as directed by this section. 

(b) Written application shall be made to the proper authority for permission to travel. Such

application shall show the purpose of the trip, the destination, the duration of the travel and an 

itemized, estimated cost. 

(c) (1)   The President of Council shall, in advance, approve his/her own travel expenses and

that of Council. 

(2) The Mayor shall, in advance, approve his/her own travel expenses and that of all

employees in the Safety and Service departments of the City. Emergency travel may be 

authorized by the Safety-Service Director if the Mayor is unavailable or the expenses do not 

exceed the sum of one hundred dollars ($100.00). 

(3) The Judge of the Municipal Court, Auditor, Treasurer and Law Director shall,

in advance, approve their own travel expenses and the travel expenses of those employees 

who work in their Office. 

(d) Attendance, by employees in the Safety and Service departments of the City, at

seminars that are without cost to the City, may be approved by the Safety-Service Director. 

SECTION 2: That Section 135.021 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

135.021 TRAVEL EXPENSES GENERALLY. 

(a) General Information.

(1) Travel by air, rail, bus or other common carrier shall be at the lowest available rate.

(2) Officials and employees shall present tax exemption certificates when purchasing tickets

so that Federal taxes will not be assessed. 
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(3) Officials and employees shall be personally responsible for any charges assessed when

cancellations are not made within the time limits specified, except in an emergency or in other 

extenuating circumstances approved by the mayor proper authority as directed by Section 

135.02. 

(b) Employees and officials required to use their own vehicles on official City business shall

be reimbursed at the per-mile rate allowed for the current tax year by the Internal Revenue 

Service for employee business expenses as approved by the appropriate authority as directed by 

Section 135.02. 

(c) When two or more employees or officials travel on the same trip, and in the same vehicle,

mileage is paid to only one person. The names of all persons traveling together in the same 

vehicle shall be listed on the Purchase Order. 

(d) The mileage rate provided, as prescribed by the Internal Revenue Service for business

expenses, shall constitute full compensation of expenses incurred in the use of privately owned 

vehicles when traveling on official City business, including insurance. 

(e) Other transportation expenses:

(1) Reimbursement for parking charges, ferry fares, taxi fares and bridge, highway and

tunnel tolls may be claimed. 

(2) Any expenses directly chargeable to the operation of the vehicle, such as road service

and towing charges, not to exceed fifty dollars ($50.00), may be reimbursed subject to approval 

as directed by Section 135.02. 

(3) All items reimbursed under this subsection shall be listed separately and individually on

the Purchase Order. 

SECTION 3: That Section 135.06 of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows: 

135.06 LODGING AND MEALS. 

(a) Lodging expenses incurred while traveling on official City business shall be reimbursed at

a single room rate including that and other fees, subject to approval of the appropriate authority 

directed by Section 135.02. 

(b) An allowance shall be made for meals and incidentals in any amount which shall be up to

the maximum of the meal allowance based on federal meal and incidental expense per diem 

rates for the continental United States as published by the General Services Administration 

for each full day of travel. thirty-five dollars ($35.00) per day. Exception to the above 

allowance is to be made for breakfasts, lunches, dinners and other meals which are in connection 

with official meetings, seminars or conventions, as these are included in the agenda program as 

indicated on the registration schedule, which shall be paid in full. When an agenda program is 

not included on the registration, a copy of the agenda must be submitted upon return from the 

meeting, seminar or convention. 

(c) Tipping will be permitted as a reimbursement for meals only, limited to the maximum of

fifteen percent (15%) and shall be included as part of the per day maximum allowance listed in 

subsection (b) above. Any other tipping shall not be a reimbursable expense. Alcoholic 

beverages shall not be a reimbursable expense. 

(d) To receive reimbursement for meals, a detailed receipt shall be submitted for each meal.

Officials and employees shall be responsible for obtaining the proper receipt, prior to leaving the 

establishment. Receipts for all expense claims must be submitted within twenty-one days after 
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such expenses are incurred in order to receive reimbursement for such expenses, unless there are 

extenuating circumstances involved. 

(e) To be eligible for reimbursement, all travel and other expenses must be approved in

advance by the appropriate authority directed by Section 135.02. The proper authority, as 

directed by Section 135.02, Mayor shall have the authority, upon submission of an estimate to 

permit an advance of the moneys to cover anticipated costs. When expense are submitted to the 

City Auditor, as provided in subsection (d) hereof, final adjustments shall be made. Additional 

expenses shall be reimbursed by the City at the rates provided in this section. Any excess 

advance shall be refunded to the City by the employee or official. 

(f) Reimbursement may be made to any City official for entertainment of any guest of the

City as approved in advance by the Mayor. 

(g) The City Auditor is hereby authorized and directed to reimburse employees or officials for

travel expenses and other expenses in accordance with subsections (a) through (f) hereof. 

SECTION 4:  This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason that an 

emergency exists in the usual daily operation of certain City departments and offices which are 

planning to send employees to various conferences, therefore, become effective upon its date of 

passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take 

effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
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