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City Council January 8, 2024 

Legislative Session Agenda 7:30 PM 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council
Committee Meeting Schedule
January 8, 2024

7:05-7:15 p.m. Exec. Sess.: Sale/purchase of 
property 

Streets & Public Buildings Severns 

- 01-08-24 Committee Meeting Schedule

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

INVOCATION 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

- City Council - Legislative Session - Dec 27, 2023 7:30 PM

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

- 12-27-23 Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes

- 12-27-23 Streets and Public Buildings Committee Meeting Minutes

- 12-27-23 Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE 

PROCLAMATION 
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PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN 

ORGANIZATIONAL MATTERS 

- 01-08-24 Organizational Matters

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 0 1  

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF CITY 

COUNCIL MEETINGS FOR THE 2024-2025 BIENNIUM. 

Planning and Zoning: Keener, Severns 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 0 2  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE, BY INTERNET AUCTION 

DURING CALENDAR YEAR 2024, OF CITY-OWNED PERSONAL 

PROPERTY WHICH IS NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE OR WHICH IS 

OBSOLETE OR UNFIT FOR THE USE FOR WHICH IT WAS ACQUIRED; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Woods 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 0 3  

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO SUPPORTING 

THE OHIO COMMISSION FOR THE UNITED STATES 

SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL (AMERICA 250-OH). 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 0 4  

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S RE-APPOINTMENT OF 

SIBLEY POLAND TO THE HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION FOR A 

ONE-YEAR TERM, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Woods, Keener 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 4 - 0 5  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR THE 

COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT (CDBG) DAN EMMETT 

WATER AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 
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Utilities:  Ruckman, Miller 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

None. 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

None. 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 



PRESS RELEASE 
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 8, 2024 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

January 8, 2024 

7:05-7:15 p.m. 
Executive Session: Sale/purchase 

of property 
Streets & Public Buildings 

Severns 

The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 
Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 
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Fire, Police and Civil Defense Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

December 27, 2023 – 6:35 p.m. to 6:50 p.m. 

 
COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

Robert Morgan, Police Chief 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

Police Chief Robert Morgan presented his department’s annual report, and provided several year-end 

statistics. He noted that the department has averaged 43 calls for service per day, up from the past two 

years. The department seized 570 grams of methadone and 64 of fentanyl this year, and the Chief detailed 

the protocol for dealing with the latter. Five officers were hired in 2023, with two positions left to fill, 

while Andrew Burns was promoted to Captain. Officers have taken 1,500 hours of training this year. The 

chief noted that the department has done very well in being rewarded grants, including to fund the 

domestic violence advocate for 2024. The department has increased patrols of Martinsburg Road for 

students crossing, while crosswalk signs have been ordered. The chief also provided an update on the 

future Police Station on Sychar Road. No further meetings on this matter were requested. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

____________________________  

James Mahan, Chair  

Fire, Police, Civil Defense Committee,  

Mount Vernon City Council 

 
JM/th 
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C:\users\thill\appdata\roaming\iqm2\minutetraq\mountvernoncityoh@mountvernoncityoh.iqm2.com\work\com

munications\1717.doc 

 

 

2022-2023 
Streets and Public Buildings Committee Meeting Minutes 

December 27, 2023 – 6:50 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

             

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

Robert Morgan, Police Chief 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages  

 

The committee discussed Resolution No. 2023-105, to enter into contract with Road to Finish 

LLC, for improvements to Upper Gilchrist Road to accommodate new housing there. Engineer 

Brian Ball noted that surveying has begun there, with design work to take up much of 2024. It 

was noted that the City may need to acquire thin strips of land to widen the road, although the 

intersection with Coshocton Avenue appears to be wide enough. Ball added that the City will be 

responsible for maintaining Upper Gilchrist during construction. Work on Grange Road was also 

discussed, with waterline installation there set to be completed by the spring, followed by paving. 

No further meetings on the legislation were requested. Resolution No. 2023-105 was up for a 

second reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening.   

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mel Severns, Chair 

Streets and Public Buildings Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
MS/th 
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Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

December 27, 2023 – 7:00 p.m. to 7:26 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

             

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Tanner Salyers, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

Robert Morgan, Police Chief 

Aaron Rinehart, Utilities Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2023-45, fixing the number of hourly employees in the Division 

of Water and Wastewater, and Ordinance No. 2023-46, to create the positions of Assistant Director of 

Utilities (Water) and Assistant Director of Utilities (Maintenance) in the Division of Water and 

Wastewater. Safety-Service Director Tanner Salyers noted that the union is supportive of the proposed 

changes, and added that a proposed restructuring of the departments under his predecessor was not 

completed. Utilities Director Aaron Reinhart detailed how the new proposed positions would fit within 

the departments and what they would cost. Auditor Terry Scott indicated that the City could pay for the 

proposed changes without resorting to utility rate increases. Engineer Brian Ball added that the City is 

currently paying consultants millions of dollars for projects that could be done more cheaply in-house, 

while Mayor Matt Starr noted that the City is successfully generating revenues to pay for these proposals. 

Woods and Hillier suggested that the timing of the legislation at the end of Council’s term was 

problematic, and Salyers advised Council to not delay its consideration of the legislation. No further 

meetings were requested on the matter. Ordinance Nos. 2023-45 and 2023-46 were both up for second 

readings at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Tammy Woods, Chair 

Employee and Community Relations Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 

 
TW/th 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-01 

Meeting: 01/08/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Planning and Zoning 

Keener, Severns 

Category: Planning and Zoning 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 3928 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING RULES FOR THE CONDUCT OF CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS 

FOR THE 2024-2025 BIENNIUM. 

WHEREAS, the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon establish certain 

requirements for the conduct of City Council business; and 

WHEREAS, the Codified Ordinances are not exhaustive in their provisions governing 

Council meetings; and 

WHEREAS, Council has, over the years, adopted a number of policies for the conduct of 

Council meetings; and 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 731.45 empowers the legislative authorities of 

municipal corporations to adopt rules for the conduct of their business,  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That Council hereby adopts the following rules for the conduct of its 

sessions during the 2024-2025 term: 

1. Conducting Business in the Absence of the President or President Pro-Tempore.

In the absence of the Council President or Council President Pro-Tempore, the most senior

member present shall preside over the meeting.

2. Public Participation

(a.) Public participation is encouraged at Committee meetings of Council. 

(b.) The public has the right to attend Council meetings, but does not have the 

right to  participate. A majority of Council members present may request that a 

member of the public participate in a Council meeting. 

(c.) Citizens attending meetings of City Council have the right to tape record, 

videotape, or take pictures, as long as they do not disrupt, or intrude into the business 

of Council. 

3. Public Comments on Matters of City Concern. Members of the public may address

Council on matters of City concern at Council meetings, after completing a form

available to them through the Clerk of Council. The subject of these remarks must be an issue 

15.1
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Resolution 2024-1 Meeting of January 8, 2024 

Updated: 1/3/2024 10:31 AM by Todd Hill Page 2 

that is within  Council's jurisdiction. Speaking time will be limited to four (4) minutes, and must 

be directed to  the issue of concern. Personal attacks on Council, elected officials, City 

administrators or other  citizens will not be tolerated. Anyone who makes personal attacks 

will be gaveled out of order,  and shall forfeit their right to continue to speak and remain at the 

meeting. 

Requests to speak must be made prior to the meeting. These requests are reviewed prior 

to the  meeting and written requests should be made by noon on the Friday prior to the Monday 

Council meeting. If this is impossible, the latest acceptable time for the submission of the 

form is  15 minutes prior to the beginning of the Council meeting. Prepared documents 

and illustration  documents must be submitted with the Clerk's form and become public 

record. 

4. Requests to Speak at Public Hearings of Council. From time to time, Council will

hold  public hearings on legislation and other topics within the jurisdiction of Council 

Committees.  Persons wishing to make comments at public hearings will be asked to complete a 

request-to- speak form available from the Clerk of Council. 

All persons addressing public hearings must state their names and addresses for the 

record.  Remarks will be limited to four (4) minutes, and speakers must confine their 

remarks to the  subject of the hearing. Personal attacks on Council, elected officials, City 

administrators or  other citizens will not be tolerated. Anyone who makes personal attacks 

will be gaveled out of  order, and shall forfeit their right to continue to speak and remain at the 

meeting. 

If a group is present to speak on the same issue, Council requests that they appoint a 

spokesperson for the group. Petitions or prepared materials presented to Council must 

also be presented to the Clerk for inclusion in the Council record. 

At public hearings, the Chair will recognize a party in favor, followed by a party in 

opposition, in  succession, until all persons wishing to speak on the matter have had the 

opportunity to do so or  until the debate becomes redundant. 

5. Minutes of Council Meetings. Minutes of all meetings shall be maintained by the

Clerk of  Council. Meeting minutes shall be submitted for approval by Council at the next 

succeeding meeting. Council members shall have an opportunity to review the minutes of the 

previous  meeting before moving to adopt them, but the minutes shall not be read by the 

Clerk in their  entirety. The President of Council shall ask members whether additions or 

corrections to the minutes are necessary. If no corrections are needed, the President shall call 

for a motion and  second to approve the minutes which shall be approved or not approved by 

voice vote. If  corrections are needed, the minutes shall be presented at the next meeting for 

approval by the same procedure. 

6. Minutes of Committee Meetings. Minutes of Council committees shall be maintained

by the Chair of the committee, including executive sessions. They shall be taken and turned

15.1
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Resolution 2024-1 Meeting of January 8, 2024 

Updated: 1/3/2024 10:31 AM by Todd Hill Page 3 

over to the Clerk of Council on the form supplied by the Clerk for inclusion in the record. 

If the meeting  is recorded, the recording must also be submitted to the Clerk as a public record. 

7. Order of Meeting Agenda Items. Council may, by majority vote, adjust the order of

items  on a Council meeting agenda. 

8. Casual Dress During the Summer Months. Council shall adhere to a policy of

business  dress at Council meetings, except during the months of June, July and August, 

when there shall be a casual dress policy. 

9. Procedures not Covered by Ordinance or These Rules. For any procedure not

addressed by Codified Ordinance or these Rules, Council will use Robert's Rules of

Order, to  resolve disputes as to the procedure to be used. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution shall take immediate effect upon passage. 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-02 

Meeting: 01/08/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Finance and 

Budget Seavolt, Woods 
Category: Agreement 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 3929 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE, BY INTERNET AUCTION DURING 

CALENDAR YEAR 2024, OF CITY-OWNED PERSONAL PROPERTY WHICH IS NOT 

NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE OR WHICH IS OBSOLETE OR UNFIT FOR THE USE FOR 

WHICH IT WAS ACQUIRED; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. 721.15(D), Council for the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 

may adopt, during each calendar year, a resolution expressing its intent to sell municipally 

owned property, regardless of the property's value, by Internet auction. This resolution must 

include a description of how auctions will be conducted, specifying the number of days for 

bidding, and stating the general terms and conditions of sale; and 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio, that: 

SECTION 1:  During calendar year 2024, City-owned personal property that is not 

needed for public use, or which is obsolete or unfit for the use for which it was acquired, may be 

sold at Internet auction. 

SECTION 2:  All Internet auction sales shall be conducted under the authority and 

direction of the Safety-Service Director or his designee(s). 

SECTION 3:  All Internet auction sales shall be conducted by the GovDeals.com 

Internet auction service, or a similar website. 

SECTION 4:  All Internet auction sales shall be conducted pursuant to the rules and 

regulations promulgated and in effect for the Internet auction site. For each Internet auction sale, 

bidding shall remain open for not less than ten (10) days, including Saturdays, Sundays and legal 

holidays. 

SECTION 5:  The City of Mount Vernon shall give notice of the sale by publication on 

the City's website and social media accounts, or as provided in R.C. 7.16, notice of its intent to 

sell all unneeded, obsolete or unfit municipal personal property by Internet auction. This notice 

shall include a summary of the information provided herein and shall be published twice. The 

second notice shall be published not less than ten (10) nor more than twenty (20) days after the 

previous notice. A similar notice also shall be posted continually throughout the calendar year in 

a conspicuous place in the office of the Clerk of Council. The notice also shall be posted 

continually throughout the calendar year on the City's website. 

SECTION 6:  All prior legislation, or any parts thereof, which is/are inconsistent with 

this Resolution is/are hereby repealed as to the inconsistent parts thereof. 
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SECTION 7:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and expedite the sale of 

unneeded municipal personal property, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective 

upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; 

otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-03 

Meeting: 01/08/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community 

Rel. Woods, Keener 
Category: Community Relations 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 3930 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO SUPPORTING THE OHIO 

COMMISSION FOR THE UNITED STATES SEMIQUINCENTENNIAL (AMERICA 250-OH). 

WHEREAS, the Ohio General Assembly and Governor created AMERICA 250-OH in 

Ohio Revised Code Section 149.309 to plan, encourage, develop and coordinate the 

commemoration of the 250th anniversary of the United States and Ohio's integral role in that 

event and the role of its people on the nation's past, present and future; and 

WHEREAS, AMERICA 250-OH strives to engage all Ohioans and all 88 counties and 

their municipalities through a variety of programs, projects and events through 2026 by inspiring 

future leaders and celebrating Ohio's contributions to the nation over the past 250-plus years; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio has much to contribute to the nation's 

250th anniversary in the areas of history, education, culture, recreation and tourism. 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, State 

of Ohio 

SECTION 1:  Hereby establishes a local AMERICA 250 committee made up of a 

diverse group of citizens to work with AMERICA 250-OH on any and all activities within the 

City of Mount Vernon. The participants of the Committee will be strictly voluntary roles and 

there will be no compensation for participation; and 

SECTION 2:  Agrees to designate one or more City liaisons within 30 days of the 

adoption of this Resolution who will serve as points of contact for all local organizations, 

stakeholders and communities within the City of Mount Vernon; and 

SECTION 3:  That the Council will allocate $1,000 to the City's America 250-OH 

committee to supplement its work; and  

SECTION 4:  That a copy of this Resolution be sent to the Knox County Commissioners 

and the AMERICA 250-OH Commission headquartered at 41 S. High St., Suite 250, Columbus, 

OH 43215. 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-04 

Meeting: 01/08/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Employee and Community 

Rel. Woods, Keener 
Category: Appointment 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 3931 

A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S RE-APPOINTMENT OF SIBLEY POLAND 

TO THE HISTORICAL REVIEW COMMISSION FOR A ONE-YEAR TERM, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Council confirms the Mayor's re-appointment of Sibley Poland, 

307 North Gay Street, Mount Vernon, to the Historical Review Commission for a one-year term, 

pursuant to Section 1172.04 of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon. The term 

will commence on January 25, 2024 and expire January 24, 2025. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

of ensuring a full membership on the Historical Review Commission, and said Resolution shall, 

therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it 

receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the 

City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest 

period allowed by law. 
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City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

SCHEDULED 

RESOLUTION 2024-05 

Meeting: 01/08/24 7:30 PM 

Dept: Utilities 

Ruckman, Miller 
Category: Bid/Contract 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 3934 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE FOR 

BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR THE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK 

GRANT (CDBG) DAN EMMETT WATER AND SEWER IMPROVEMENTS; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon is hereby 

authorized and directed to advertise for bids and enter into contract for the Community 

Development Block Grant (CDBG) Dan Emmett neighborhood water and sewer improvements. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that bids must be solicited to avoid possible cost increases in the future, and said Resolution 

shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided 

that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of 

the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 
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