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Legislative Session Minutes 

July 24, 2023 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 
July 24, 2023 
 

6:35-6:47 p.m. Park facility naming rights Parks & Lands Keener 

6:47-7:06 p.m. Public Hearing: New Community 
Auth. 

Planning & Zoning Hillier 

- 07-24-23 Committee Meeting Schedule 

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

Mike Hillier Fourth Ward Present 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Amber Keener At Large Present 

Mel Severns Councilman Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 

John Ruckman Second Ward Present 

Bruce Hawkins President Present 
 

 

 
<RollCallList Status=”Absent”> 

{Attendee(*):First 

Last} 

{Attendee(*):Title} Absent 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor Dan Pelton, Simple Church, performed the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

All recited in unison. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

- City Council - Legislative Session - Jul 10, 2023 7:30 PM 

Seavolt made a motion to accept the minutes from Council's Legislative Session of July 10, 2023, with a second 

by Woods. Motion to accept passed by a voice vote of 7-0. 
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RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Council accepted without comment the minutes for the two Parks and Lands Committee meetings, the three 

Planning and Zoning Committee meeting minutes and the Planning and Zoning Committee public hearing of July 

10, 2023. 

- 07-10-23A Parks and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 07-10-23B Parks and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 07-10-23A Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 07-10-23B Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 07-10-23C Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 07-10-23D Planning and Zoning Committee Public Hearing Minutes 

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE 

None. 

PROCLAMATION 

None. 

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN 

Zach Green, Knox Public Health Commissioner, provided a quarterly update from his agency. He noted that his staff 

is busy with the Knox County Fair. He provided an update on the agency's new facility on West Vine Street, which 

he hopes will be operational by the end of the year. He added that the agency is looking to hire behavioral health 

consultants, will start testing for influenza in wastewater, and has reported 58 cases of Lyme disease so far this year, 

up 18 from the same point last year. 

 

Tonja Kent, 202 Maplewood Ave., addressed public safety issues on the west end of the City. She expressed 

concern about FEMA de-certifying the river levee because of the lack of maintenance over several years. Mayor 

Matthew Starr responded that he couldn't speak to the actions of former administrations, but that the matter is a 

priority now, beginning with a flood plain survey in the fall. Engineer Brian Ball added that the flood plain 

information for that location is several years out of date, and that the City created the stormwater utility fund to 

address issues such as this. Kent also expressed concerns about homeless activity in the area. 

 

Don Lang, 305 Fountain St., requested assistance in filling out a City form requesting vacation of Maplewood Alley, 

and voiced displeasure with the demeanor of the Engineer during recent interaction on the matter. He also requested 

permission to drive his utility vehicle on City streets.  
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RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 5 8  

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 2023 

KNOX COUNTY TAX INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL CONCERNING 

PARCELS OF COMMERCIAL REAL PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF MOUNT 

VERNON RECEIVING TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR PURPOSES OF ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-58, with a second by Severns. Motion to adopt passed by a 

roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 6 0  

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PARK FACILITIES NAMING RIGHTS 

POLICY FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON. 

Parks and Lands:  Keener, Woods 

Keener made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-60, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Keener made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-60, with a second by Woods. Law Director Rob Broeren indicated that suggested 

amendments to the legislation's attachment were scrivener's errors and could be corrected without an 

amendment. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Amber Keener, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 6 1  

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PCDD COMPREHENSIVE 

DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS SUBMITTED BY THE KNOX COUNTY LAND 

REUTILIZATION CORPORATION AND APPROVED BY THE MOUNT 

VERNON MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 301 AND 303 

NORTH NORTON STREET, PARCELS #66-05329.000 AND #66-02335.000, 

RESPECTIVELY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 
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Resolution No. 2023-61 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 8/14/2023 7:30 PM 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 6 2  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-62, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-62, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott discussed the legislation. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 6 3  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-63, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-63, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott discussed the legislation. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 6 4  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 

5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW CERTIFICATION. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-64, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-64, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott discussed the legislation. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 6 5

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS FROM 2022; AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-65, with a 

second by Mahan. Seavolt made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-65, with a second by Mahan. Auditor 

Terry Scott discussed the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 6 6  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 

CONTRACT WITH GPD GROUP; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Streets and Public Buildings: Severns, Ruckman 

Severns made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-66, with a 

second by Ruckman. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Severns made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-66, with a second by Ruckman. Engineer Brian Ball explained that a contract with GPD 

Group is needed to upgrade the intersection of Coshocton Avenue and Upper Gilchrist Road, from improving 

the traffic signal there to putting in modern drainage, a bike trail and utility extensions along Upper Gilchrist. 

He also suggested looking at improving Coshocton Avenue given interest in commercial frontage there. The 

improvements would be paid for with TIF funds. Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-66 passed by a roll-call 

vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

SECONDER: John Ruckman, Second Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 9  

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE ANNEXATION OF  105.65 ACRES, 

PARCEL NUMBERS 59-02289.000 AND 59-02289.001, FROM PLEASANT 

TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 
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Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-29, with a second by Severns. Motion to adopt passed by a 

roll-call vote of 6-1, with Hillier voting no. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [6 TO 1] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

NAYS: Hillier 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

None. 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 3 1  

AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE 

MOUNT VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY WILL BE 

CONDUCIVE TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY, CONVENIENCE, AND WELFARE 

AND IS INTENDED TO RESULT IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF A NEW 

COMMUNITY AND DECLARING THE NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY 

TO BE ORGANIZED AND A BODY POLITIC AND CORPORATE, AND 

DEFINING THE BOUNDARY OF THE NEW COMMUNITY DISTRICT, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Ordinance No. 2023-31 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 8/14/2023 7:30 PM 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

Mayor Matt Starr welcomed a new video contractor for the City's public meetings. Safety-Service Director Rick 

Dzik responded to Don Lang, who spoke earlier in the meeting, by noting that he would get in touch with the Police 

Department about getting Lang's utility vehicle registered and inspected. He added that the Engineer may be 

opposed to vacating Maplewood Alley because the adjacent dike may need to be expanded at some point. 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

Hillier thanked the three speakers who spoke earlier in the meeting on a variety of topics. Noting that the 

Administration is sending out letters about the City no longer mowing around private retention ponds, he suggested 

having meetings with the affected residents. Ruckman thanked the west end residents who attended a recent meeting 

held there with City officials, and encouraged residents to attend the Knox County Fair this week. Keener thanked 

the three speakers who spoke earlier in the meeting, and encouraged residents to attend both the Knox County Fair 

and the Front Porch Concert series on East High Street. Woods thanked the Administration for sending out letters 

about the City no longer mowing around private retention ponds, and thanked the three speakers who spoke earlier 

in the meeting. She added that the dog fountain downtown, maintained by Mount Vernon Nazarene University, is 

presently down for maintenance. Seavolt thanked the Safety-Service Director for assisting Don Lang with 

registering his utility vehicle. 
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ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

Seavolt made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Keener. Meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________      __________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council              Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

 

CD on file/th 



 

PRESS RELEASE       
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
July 19, 2023 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

July 24, 2023 
 

6:35-6:45 p.m. Park facility naming rights 
Parks & Lands 

Keener 

6:45-7:15 p.m. 
Public Hearing: New Community 

Authority 
Planning & Zoning 

Hillier 

The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 
Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 
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Parks and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2023 – 5:40 p.m. to 5:47 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce E. Hawkins, President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

Walt Lewis, resource navigator for the United Way of Knox County, discussed a proposal for a 

community garden on vacant property that would be leased from AEP at 1009 E. Vine St., between East 

Vine and Lawn Avenue. The United Way is seeking Council’s approval of the proposal. Lewis discussed 

which entities may manage the garden, that parking would be on East Vine Street, and added that he 

addressed parking concerns with a resident. The chair noted that if the garden were to become neglected 

the City could take over maintaining the lot. Safety-Service Director Rick Dzik added that legislation 

should be forthcoming for the Council meeting on July 26, 2023. No further meetings were requested on 

the matter. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Amber Keener, Chair 

Parks and Lands Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 

 
AK/th 
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Parks and Lands Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2023 – 5:47 p.m. to 5:58 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce E. Hawkins, President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

The committee discussed initial plans for a splash pad and library pavilion at Riverside Park, in 

partnership with Ariel Corporation and the Public Library of Mount Vernon & Knox County, as part of 

the Parks master plan. Auditor Terry Scott noted that Ariel will be making a large donation to make the 

splash pad possible. Jamie Lyn Smith-Fletcher of the Public Library voiced her organization’s support for 

an expanded space for the Library’s programs. The chair added that the present focus is on the 

specifications and cost of the new facilities. No further meetings were requested on the matter.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Amber Keener, Chair 

Parks and Lands Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2023 – 6:19 p.m. to 6:29 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce E. Hawkins, President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 Jeff Gottke, ADF 

 

The committee met to discuss Resolution No. 2023-58, accepting the recommendations of the 2023 Knox County 

Tax Incentive Review Council concerning parcels of commercial real property in the City receiving tax 

exemptions for purposes of economic development. Auditor Terry Scott explained how the TIRC provides 

oversight of the enterprise zone program, as well as Community Reinvestment Areas and TIF districts. He added 

that tax abatements affect local school districts as well. No further meetings were requested on the matter. 

Resolution No. 2023-58 was up for a second reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mike Hillier, Chair 

Planning and Zoning Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
MH/th 
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Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2023 – 6:29 p.m. to 6:34 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce E. Hawkins, President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 Jeff Gottke, ADF 

 

The committee met to discuss Ordinance No. 2023-27, amending Resolution No. 2021-39 to change the 

circumstances under which certain Community Reinvestment Area exemptions are offered in the City. Jeff Gottke, 

president of the Knox County Area Development Foundation, explained that a change to the previous legislation is 

being sought to make certain tax abatements, now at 89 percent, negotiable for each business. In addition, Gottke 

requested a further amendment to the ordinance to read, “The requirements set forth in this Ordinance shall be 

applied to projects that have not yet commenced. Projects that have already begun City approval processes or been 

issued building or zoning permits are eligible under the previous legislation.” No further meetings were requested 

on the matter. Ordinance No. 2023-27 was up for a third reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the 

evening.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mike Hillier, Chair 

Planning and Zoning Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
MH/th 
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Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

July 10, 2023 – 6:34 p.m. to 6:45 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce E. Hawkins, President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 Jeff Gottke, ADF 

 

The committee met to discuss Ordinance No. 2023-27, accepting the annexation of 105.65 acres, parcel numbers 

59-02289.000 and 59-02289.001, from Pleasant Township into the City. A housing development has been 

proposed for the parcels in question. Law Director Rob Broeren explained that Council has three options with the 

legislation – to vote it down; to take no action on it, which would eventually prevent it from taking effect; or to 

adopt it. Mayor Matt Starr noted that the proposed development would boost income tax revenues and utility fees 

for the City, while allowing the City to manage growth. Keener added that the density of the proposed 

development would protect other open space, while Mahan noted that the project would be eligible for a proposed 

New Community Authority. Hillier countered that the City doesn’t have a plan to handle the increased traffic that 

would be associated with the development. Jeff Gottke, president of the Knox County Area Development 

Foundation, noted that the owner of the property intends to develop it for housing whether it’s annexed into the 

City or not, and characterized the annexation as a benefit to the City. No further meetings were requested on the 

matter. Ordinance No. 2023-27 was up for a second reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mike Hillier, Chair 

Planning and Zoning Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
MH/th 
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Planning and Zoning Committee Public Hearing Minutes 

June 26, 2023 – 6:45 p.m. to 6:58 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce E. Hawkins, President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Ruckman, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Rob Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 Jeff Gottke, ADF 

 

The committee held a public hearing to discuss Ordinance No. 2023-24, amending the zoning classification of 

parcel #70-00366.002 and #70-00366.003, both also known as 1104 W. Gambier St., from the present zoning of 

Clinton Township LB – Local Business, to GB – General Business; parcel #00366.004, also known as 120 S. 

Norton St., from Clinton Township RRA – Rural Residential and Agricultural, to GB – General Business; and 

parcel #70-00366.005, also known as 130 S. Norton St., from Clinton Township GB – General Business, to GB – 

General Business. Mark Ramser, Gambier, noted that either he or his sister own the parcels in question, and that 

they were recently annexed into the City because of an issue with homeless people there. Robin Stevenson, 1102 

W. Gambier St., asked if there are plans to develop the properties in question, and Law Director Rob Broeren 

explained that since the properties were recently annexed into the City, their zoning needs to be changed from 

Clinton Township to City zoning. Ramser said greenhouses on the properties were recently demolished, and that 

there are plans to clean up some old lumber there. Joe Adrian, 308 Coshocton Ave., who owns property in the area, 

said he has plans to demolish an old ice plant on his property. Nobody spoke in favor of or against the legislation. 

Ordinance No. 2023-24 was up for a third reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mike Hillier, Chair 

Planning and Zoning Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
MH/th 

8.6

Packet Pg. 14

C
o

m
m

u
n

ic
at

io
n

: 
07

-1
0-

23
D

 P
la

n
n

in
g

 a
n

d
 Z

o
n

in
g

 C
o

m
m

it
te

e 
P

u
b

lic
 H

ea
ri

n
g

 M
in

u
te

s 
 (

R
ec

ei
ve

 C
o

m
m

it
te

e 
R

ep
o

rt
s)



  
 

Updated: 6/15/2023 2:24 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Finance 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-58 DOC ID: 3836  
 

A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE 2023 KNOX COUNTY 

TAX INCENTIVE REVIEW COUNCIL CONCERNING PARCELS OF COMMERCIAL REAL 

PROPERTY IN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON RECEIVING TAX EXEMPTIONS FOR 

PURPOSES OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, Mount Vernon City Council has from time to time provided economic 

development incentives through means of Community Reinvestment Area (CRA), Enterprise 

Zone (EZ) and Tax Increment Financing (TIF) exemptions to foster development of various real 

property within the City; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the Area Development Foundation, Inc., in support of the City of Mount 

Vernon, annually collects performance data from each such exempted economic development 

project and reports the same to the Ohio Department of Development; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, in addition to reporting to the State, the Knox County Auditor has acted 

pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.85 to create the Knox County Tax Incentive 

Review Council (TIRC) for purposes of annually reviewing all City agreements granting CRA, 

EZ and TIF property tax exemptions; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the TIRC met on June 1, 2023 for purposes of its annual review of 

performance data collected from all tax-exempted economic development projects (the same data 

reported to the State), with the TIRC making recommendations concerning the status of each 

such economic development project; and, 

 

 WHEREAS, Mount Vernon City Council must thereafter meet and vote to accept, reject 

or modify all or any portion of the TIRC's recommendations within sixty days of the TIRC's 

review, as per Ohio Revised Code Section 5709.85(E); and, 

 

 WHEREAS, the City is desirous of ensuring that each tax-exempted economic 

development project that remains in good standing and eligible under Ohio law continues to 

receive the benefits of such tax incentives. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Municipality of Mount 

Vernon, County of Knox, State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the Mount Vernon City Council hereby accepts the TIRC's 

recommendation to find as in compliance for tax year 2022 the CRA exemption in place for 

Woodward Development Corp. on the basis of job and investment performance data reported for 

tax year 2022. 
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Resolution 2023-58  Meeting of July 24, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 6/15/2023 2:24 PM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

 SECTION 2:  That the Mount Vernon City Council does hereby accept the TIRC's 

recommendations to continue as-is, and as found to be in compliance, the active EZ exemptions 

in place for Chesterland Productions PLL (i.e., Sanoh America) on the basis of job and 

investment performance data reported for tax year 2022. 

 

 SECTION 3:  That the Mount Vernon City Council hereby accepts the TIRC's reported 

information concerning the three (3) active TIF projects for the year ending December 31, 2022. 

 

 SECTION 4:  That the Clerk of Council is hereby directed to deliver a copy of this 

Resolution to the Auditor of Knox County, Ohio, after its passage and upon request made by said 

Auditor's representative. 

 

 SECTION 5:  That the Clerk of Council be instructed to record said Resolution in the 

appropriate record book. 

 

 SECTION 6:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that an emergency exists in the usual daily operation of the various departments of the municipal 

government, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and 

approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 

members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and 

be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

06/26/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Resolution No. 2023-58 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 10-minute meeting of the 

Planning and Zoning Committee on the legislation for July 10, 2023. 

07/10/23 City Council SECOND READING   

Resolution No. 2023-58 was given a second reading. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-58, with a second by Severns. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 7/6/2023 2:28 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Parks and Lands 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Keener, Woods 

  Category: Parks 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-60 DOC ID: 3844  
 

A RESOLUTION ADOPTING A PARK FACILITIES NAMING RIGHTS POLICY FOR THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

Ohio, that: 

SECTION 1:  The Council of the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio adopts the Park Facilities 

Naming Rights Policy (attached as Exhibit A). 

 

 
HISTORY: 

07/10/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Resolution No. 2023-60 was given a first reading. Keener requested a 15-minute meeting of the 

Parks and Lands Committee on the legislation for July 24, 2023. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Keener made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-60, with a second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Keener 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-60, with a second by Woods. Law Director Rob 

Broeren indicated that suggested amendments to the legislation's attachment were scrivener's 

errors and could be corrected without an amendment. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote 

of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Amber Keener, At Large 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 
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PARK FACILITIES NAMING RIGHTS POLICY FOR THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON 

PURPOSE 

The purpose of this policy is to establish the criteria and procedures for granting naming rights in 

relation to city-owned ballfields, dugouts, press boxes, and concession facilities in the City of Mount 

Vernon. 

 

II. GENERAL STATEMENT OF POLICY 

It is the policy of the City of Mount Vernon to recognize organizations or persons who have either 

supported the park facilities through distinguished effort or financial contributions by naming facilities in 

their honor for specified periods (“Named Party”). 

 

III. GRANTING NAMING RIGHTS 

A. The granting of naming rights must be consistent with the City of Mount Vernon’s mission and core 

values. 

B. For the purposes of this policy, all fees for naming rights will be established by the Recreation Board. 

C. All requests for naming rights must be submitted in writing to the Recreation Board for review. 

D. The City of Mount Vernon will designate the Safety Service Director, Recreation Director and City 

Council Liaison to the Recreation Board to serve as a committee to review and make recommendations 

for naming rights. 

E. The Recreation Board will consider submissions and recommend to the committee who will bring the 

recommendation to City Council for final approval for each facility naming request. 

F. The person or organization who submitted the request for naming rights will then execute a financial 

arrangement with the City Auditor, under the fee structure set forth by the Recreation Board.  

H. The physical display of the Named Party shall be a 24” x 36” aluminum sign affixed to ballfield fences 

near home plate, or in a visible location on press boxes and concession facilities. An 18” x 24” aluminum 

sign will be affixed to a visible location on dugouts. 

 

IV. DURATION OF NAMING RIGHTS 

The duration of naming rights will be determined by the Recreation Board at the same time that the fees 

are established.  

 

V. EARLY TERMINATION OF NAMING RIGHTS 

The naming rights agreement may be terminated under the following conditions: 

13.1.a
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1. Termination by the City of Mount Vernon: the City of Mount Vernon reserves the right, at its sole 

discretion, to terminate naming rights without refund of consideration, prior to the scheduled 

termination date, should it feel it is necessary to do so to avoid the city from being brought into 

disrepute. 

2. Termination by the Named Party: the Named Party, without refund of consideration, at its sole 

discretion, may terminate its acceptance of the Naming Rights prior to the scheduled termination date 

in the event that the city directly brings the Named Party into disrepute. 

3. Termination by the City of Mount Vernon for Nonpayment: if the Named Party fails to meet the 

financial obligation that was agreed to, the City of Mount Vernon reserves the right, at its sole 

discretion, to terminate naming rights without refund of consideration, prior to the scheduled 

termination date. 

 

V. TRANSFERABILITY OF NAMING RIGHTS 

A. Naming Rights may only be transferred by mutual agreement between all parties. Costs for 

replacement of signage will be covered by the replacement Named Party. 

B. “Naming Rights in Consideration” may be traded by mutual agreement between all parties. Traded is 

defined as “to exchange one naming right for another” as in the case where a company changes its 

name, the naming right might be “traded” to reflect the new name. Costs for replacement of signage 

will be covered by the replacement Named Party. 

 

VI. RENEWABILITY OF NAMING RIGHTS 

Naming rights may be renewed by the mutual agreement between the parties. 
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Updated: 7/14/2023 1:56 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-61 DOC ID: 3847  
 

A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE PCDD COMPREHENSIVE DEVELOPMENT PLAN AS 

SUBMITTED BY THE KNOX COUNTY LAND REUTILIZATION CORPORATION AND 

APPROVED BY THE MOUNT VERNON MUNICIPAL PLANNING COMMISSION FOR 301 

AND 303 NORTH NORTON STREET, PARCELS #66-05329.000 AND #66-02335.000, 

RESPECTIVELY; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the Mount Vernon City Council approve the PCDD Comprehensive 

Development Plan as submitted by the Knox County Land Reutilization Corporation and 

approved by the Mount Vernon Municipal Planning Commission for 301 and 303 North Norton 

Street, Parcels #66-05329.000 and #66-02335.000, respectively. The general plan for the 

development is shown in Attachment "A" and made part of this resolution. 

 

 SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that an emergency exists in the usual daily operation of the various departments of the municipal 

government, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and 

approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 

members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and 

be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Resolution No. 2023-61 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 8/14/2023 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 7/24/2023 9:17 AM by Todd Hill A Page 1 

City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

Category: Finance 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Terry Scott 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2023-62 DOC ID: 3848 A 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to make supplemental appropriations as follows: 

1. To Account 701.2740.55511, Distribution-Equipment, in the amount of $844.07.

2. To Account 720.2840.55511, Collection-Equipment, in the amount of $844.06.

(Resources Received from the Sale of Equipment)

3. To Account 101.2400.54115, Contract Engineer, in the amount of $173,901.19.

(Ohio Department of Transportation - Reimbursement for Contract Engineering -

State Route 13 Road Improvement Project)

SECTION 2:   This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of 

the City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.20, it shall become effective upon 

its date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-62, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-62, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott 

discussed the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 7/19/2023 12:57 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

Category: Finance 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Terry Scott 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2023-63 DOC ID: 3849 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO TRANSFER CERTAIN FUNDS. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to transfer funds as follows: 

1. From Account 201.2900.55511, Tools/Equipment, to Account 201.3600.51111,

Employee Final Payoff, in the amount of $3,000.00.

2. From Account 218.1700.54451, to Account 218.1700.51111, Computer Personnel, in the

amount of $4,500.00.

3. From Account 406.3600.54111, TIF-Improvements-Construction, to Account

406.1300.54485, TIF-Transfer to Debt Service, in the amount of $60,000.00.

4. From Account 406.3600.54111, TIF-Improvements-Construction, to Account

406.3600.54115, TIF-Contract Engineer, in the amount of $7,200.00.

SECTION 2:   This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the

City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon its 

date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-63, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-63, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott 

discussed the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 7/19/2023 1:11 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

Category: Finance 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Terry Scott 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2023-64 DOC ID: 3850 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS PURSUANT TO SECTION 5705.41 (D), THEN AND NOW 

CERTIFICATION. 

WHEREAS, the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon did make the 

necessary inquiries that these billed amounts as indicated are legitimate and proper and did 

approve payment in the amounts shown; and 

WHEREAS, at the time of the making of such contract or order and at the time of the 

execution of such certificate a sufficient sum appropriated for the purpose of such contract or 

order was in the treasury or in the process of collection to the credit of an appropriate fund free 

from any previous encumbrances. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to pay bills as follows: 

1. To Browning Ferris Industries, in the amount of $16,449.19, to be taken from Account

101.3600.53313, Waste Removal (Clean Up).

2. To Knox County Commissioners, in the amount of $75,000.00, to be taken from Account

101.3600.54494, Networking Systems.

3. To Synagro Central, LLC, in the amount of $34,282.46, to be taken from Account

720.2820.54114, Sludge Removal.

4. To Zashin & Rich Co., L.P.A., in the amount of $11,820.00, to be taken from Account

226.2150.53111, Dues/Supplies.

SECTION 2:  This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of the

City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.30, it shall become effective upon its 

date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-64, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-64, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott 

discussed the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0.
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Resolution 2023-64 Meeting of July 24, 2023 

Updated: 7/19/2023 1:11 PM by Todd Hill Page 2 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 7/19/2023 1:23 PM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

Category: Finance 

ADOPTED Prepared By: Terry Scott 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

RESOLUTION 2023-65 DOC ID: 3851 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO PAY BILLS FROM 2022; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon did make the 

necessary inquiries that these billed amounts as indicated are legitimate and proper and did 

approve payment in the amounts shown; and 

WHEREAS, these bills are now due and payable, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to pay the following: 

1. Frost Brown Todd, LLC, in the amount of $36,475.35, to be taken from Account

701.2720.53312, Plant Maintenance.

SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary

for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and for the preservation of 

the good credit of the City of Mount Vernon, therefore, it become effective upon its date of 

passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take 

effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-65, with a second by Mahan. Seavolt made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-65, with 

a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott discussed the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a 

roll-call vote of 7-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 7/19/2023 11:42 AM by Todd Hill Page 1 

City Council 

City of Mount Vernon 

Mount Vernon, OH  43050 

ADOPTED 

RESOLUTION 2023-66 

Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

Dept: Streets and Public 

Buildings Severns, Ruckman 

Category: Contract 

Prepared By: Todd Hill 

Initiator: Todd Hill 

DOC ID: 3852 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR OF 

THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH GPD GROUP; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

Knox County, Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon be and he 

herewith is authorized and directed to enter into contract with GPD Group for planning and 

design services for Upper Gilchrist Road and U.S. Route 36 improvements. 

SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that an emergency exists in the usual daily operation of the various departments of the municipal 

government, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and 

approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 

members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and 

be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Severns made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-66, with a second by Ruckman. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

Severns made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-66, with a second by Ruckman. Engineer 

Brian Ball explained that a contract with GPD Group is needed to upgrade the intersection of 

Coshocton Avenue and Upper Gilchrist Road, from improving the traffic signal there to putting 

in modern drainage, a bike trail and utility extensions along Upper Gilchrist. He also suggested 

looking at improving Coshocton Avenue given interest in commercial frontage there. The 

improvements would be paid for with TIF funds. Motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-66 

passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0.

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

SECONDER: John Ruckman, Second Ward 

AYES: Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 
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Updated: 6/21/2023 2:29 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-29 DOC ID: 3832  
 

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE ANNEXATION OF  105.65 ACRES, PARCEL NUMBERS 

59-02289.000 AND 59-02289.001, FROM PLEASANT TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT 

VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 709.023 provides the process for an Expedited 

Type 2 annexation where the annexed territory remains subject to the real estate taxation of the 

township; and 

 

WHEREAS, on April 27, 2023, the Knox County Board of Commissioners approved the 

petition of the owner of 105.65 acres located in Pleasant Township to annex the property into the 

City of Mount Vernon under the Expedited Type 2 process; and 

 

WHEREAS, Revised Code sections 709.04 and 709.10 require the City to accept or reject 

the approved annexation petition in no less than 60 and no more than 120 days after the approval 

of the  petition by the Knox County Board of Commissioners. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

SECTION 1:  That pursuant to Revised Code Section 709.10, the City of Mount Vernon 

accepts the annexation of 0.105.65 Acres, Parcel Numbers 59-02289.000 and 59-02289.001, 

located in Pleasant Township proposed in the owner's petition and approved by the Knox County 

Board of Commissioners on April 27, 2023 (attached as Exhibit A). 

 

SECTION 2:   That the annexation is subject to the conditions set for in Ordinance 2023-

18, adopted by Council on April 24, 2023.   

 

SECTION 3:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that Revised Code Section 709.04 requires Council to act on the annexation within a short 

window, therefore, it become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, 

provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the 

Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 

after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

06/26/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-29 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 10-minute meeting of the 

Planning and Zoning Committee on the legislation for July 10, 2023. 
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07/10/23 City Council SECOND READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-29 was given a second reading. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-29, with a second by Severns. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-1, with Hillier voting no. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [6 TO 1] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan, Ruckman 

NAYS: Mike Hillier 
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 City Council Meeting: 07/24/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-31 DOC ID: 3845  
 

AN ORDINANCE DETERMINING THAT THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MOUNT VERNON 

NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY WILL BE CONDUCIVE TO THE PUBLIC SAFETY, 

CONVENIENCE, AND WELFARE AND IS INTENDED TO RESULT IN THE DEVELOPMENT 

OF A NEW COMMUNITY AND DECLARING THE NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY TO BE 

ORGANIZED AND A BODY POLITIC AND CORPORATE, AND DEFINING THE BOUNDARY 

OF THE NEW COMMUNITY DISTRICT, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon, in its capacity as a “developer” within the 

meaning of Section 349.01(E) of the Ohio Revised Code (the “City”) plans to establish a new 

community development program for the purposes of encouraging and supporting well-balanced 

and diversified land use patterns within the territory of the City, including facilities for the 

conduct of industrial, commercial, residential, cultural, educational, and recreational activities, 

all as described in Ohio Revised Code Chapter 349; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on June 12, 2023, the City submitted to the Council of the City (“Council”), 

pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 349.03, a Petition for Establishment of the Mount 

Vernon New Community Authority under Chapter 349 of the Ohio Revised Code (the 

“Petition”), a copy of which Petition is on file with the Clerk of Council; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Mount Vernon New Community Authority is located entirely within the 

municipal corporate boundaries of the City, a municipal corporation, and this Council, as the 

legislative authority of the City, is therefore the organizational board of commissioners for the 

Mount Vernon New Community Authority; and 

 

 WHEREAS, on June 26,2023, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 349.03, this 

Council adopted Ordinance No. 2023-30, which ordinance determined that the Petition is 

sufficient and complies with the requirements of Ohio Revised Code Section 349.03 in form and 

substance; and 

 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to Ohio Revised Code Section 349.03, this Council held a public 

hearing on the Petition on July 24, 2023, notice of which was published as required in Ohio 

Revised Code Section 349.03, and the date of which hearing is not more than thirty nor more 

than forty-five days after the filing date of the Petition; and  

 

 WHEREAS, this Council has determined that the Petition will be conducive to the public 

health, safety, convenience, and welfare, and is intended to result in the development of a new 

community. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon 

that:  
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 SECTION 1.  Approval of Petition.  The Petition is hereby accepted and shall be 

recorded, along with this Ordinance, in the journal of this Council as the organizational board of 

commissioners for the purpose of Ohio Revised Code Chapter 349.  Council hereby determines 

that the Mount Vernon New Community Authority will be conducive to the public health, safety, 

convenience, and welfare, and is intended to result in the development of a new community as 

defined in Ohio Revised Code Section 349.01(A).  Pursuant to the Petition, the Mount Vernon 

New Community Authority is hereby organized as a body politic and corporate with the 

corporate name designated in the Petition (such name being the “Mount Vernon New 

Community Authority”), and the boundaries of the Mount Vernon New Community District are 

consistent with the boundaries described in the Petition. 

 

 SECTION 2.  Board of Trustees of Mount Vernon New Community Authority.  The 

Board of Trustees of the Mount Vernon New Community Authority shall be comprised of seven 

(7) members selected and appointed as provided in the Petition.  Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 

Section 349.04, there shall be posted for each member of the Board of Trustees a bond in the 

amount of $10,000 for the faithful performance of his or her duties.  The bond shall be with a 

company authorized to conduct business within the State of Ohio as a surety and shall be deposited 

with and preserved by the Clerk of Council. 

 

 SECTION 3.  Open Meetings.  This Council finds and determines that all formal actions of 

this Council and any of its committees concerning and relating to the passage of this Ordinance 

were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and any of 

its committees that resulted in those formal actions were in meetings open to the public, all in 

compliance with the law including Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22. 

 

 SECTION 4.  Emergency Clause. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency 

measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and to 

allow the City to create a New Community Authority to assess new subdivisions costs based on 

needed additional infrastructure created by the new subdivision, and said Ordinance shall, therefore, 

become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the 

affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount 

Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by 

law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-31 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 8/14/2023 7:30 PM 
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