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Legislative Session Minutes 

June 12, 2023 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 
June 12, 2023 
 

5:55-6:06 p.m. New Community Authority Planning & Zoning Hillier 

6:06-6:23 p.m. DORA Planning & Zoning Hillier 

6:23-6:35 p.m. Assistant Law Director Employee & Community Relations Francis 

6:35-6:44 p.m. Zoning code fees Planning & Zoning Hillier 

6:45-6:57 p.m. Public Hearing: N. Norton St. 
rezonings 

Planning & Zoning Hillier 

- 06-12-23 Committee Meeting Schedule 

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

John Francis Second Ward Present 

Mike Hillier Fourth Ward Present 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Amber Keener At Large Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 

Bruce Hawkins President Present 
 

Mel Severns Councilman Excused 
 

 

Francis made a motion to excuse Severns, with a second by Keener. Motion to excuse passed 

by a voice vote of 6-0. 
 

INVOCATION 

Jerry Scott, Mount Vernon Police Department Chaplain, performed the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

All recited in unison. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

- City Council - Legislative Session - May 22, 2023 7:30 PM 
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Seavolt made a motion to accept the minutes from Council's Legislative Session of May 22, 2023, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to accept passed by a voice vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Severns 

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Council accepted without comment the minutes for the two Streets and Public Buildings Committee meetings, the 

Planning and Zoning Committee meeting and the two Employee and Community Relations Committee meetings of 

May 22, 2023. 

- 05-22-23A Streets and Public Buildings Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 05-22-23B Streets and Public Buildings Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 05-22-23 Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 05-22-23A Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 05-22-23B Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE 

FROM 524 KD Brothers, Inc., dba Bakers IGA, 524 S. Main St., Mount Vernon, TO 524SM Food Mart, LLC, dba 

Bakers IGA, 524 S. Main St., Mount Vernon. 

- 06-12-23 Liquor License Transfer 

No hearing was requested on the liquor license transfer from 524 KD Brothers, Inc., dba Bakers IGA, 524 S. 

Main St., Mount Vernon, to 524SM Food Mart, LLC, dba Bakers IGA, 524 S. Main St., Mount Vernon. 

PROCLAMATION 

None. 

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN 

Kurt Hintershied, Centerburg, of the Mount Vernon Pickleball Association, called for an additional two pickleball 

courts at Riverside Park, bringing the total to eight, and requested that funds be appropriated for this purpose. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 
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R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 5 3  

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S 

DESIGNATED OUTDOOR REFRESHMENT AREA SIGNAGE, AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Resolution No. 2023-53 was given a second reading. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 5 5  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

DISPOSE OF VEHICLES IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT NOT NEEDED 

FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-55, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-55, with a second by Mahan. Safety-Service Director Rick Dzik noted that six of the seven 

vehicles the Police Department wishes to dispose of are impound vehicles. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call 

vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Severns 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 5 6  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

ADVERTISE FOR BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR THE 

BUCKEYE ADDITION WATERLINES PROJECT; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Utilities: Woods, Keener 

Resolution No. 2023-56 was given a first reading. Woods requested a 10-minute committee meeting on the 

legislation for June 26, 2026. 
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RESULT: FIRST READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 5 7  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-57, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-57, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott detailed the legislation, which included 

several supplemental appropriations for donations. Mayor Matthew Starr highlighted a donation from resident 

Paul Acitelli for season passes for the disabled to Hiawatha Water Park. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Severns 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 1 7  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

PARCEL #66-05329.000 AND PARCEL #66-02335.000, ALSO KNOWN AS 

301 AND 303 NORTH NORTON STREET, RESPECTIVELY, FROM THE 

PRESENT ZONING OF R-1 - SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT, TO PCDD - 

PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT; AND DECLARING 

AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-17, with a second by Woods. Motion to adopt passed by a 

roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Severns 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 0  

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT 

LAW DIRECTORS IN THE OFFICE OF THE LAW DIRECTOR; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Francis, Hillier 
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Francis made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-20, with a second by Hillier. Law Director Robert Broeren 

detailed the search for an assistant law director for his office, and said the salary being offered was likely a 

factor. Motion to adopt defeated by a roll-call vote of 2-4, with Keener and Mahan voting yes. 

RESULT: DEFEATED [2 TO 4] 

MOVER: John Francis, Second Ward 

SECONDER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

AYES: Keener, Mahan 

NAYS: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods 

EXCUSED: Severns 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 1  

AN ORDINANCE TO ACCEPT THE VACATION OF A PORTION OF LEWIS 

STREET AND SOUTH ALLEY, IN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, KNOX 

COUNTY, OHIO; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Ordinance No. 2023-21 was given a second reading. There will be a public hearing on the legislation on June 

26, 2023. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 2  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

PARCEL #66-00268.000, ALSO KNOWN AS 600 WEST VINE STREET, 

FROM THE PRESENT ZONING OF R-2 - SINGLE AND TWO FAMILY 

DISTRICT, TO GB - GENERAL BUSINESS; AND DECLARING AN  

EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Ordinance No. 2023-22 was given a second reading. There will be a public hearing on the legislation on June 

26, 2023. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 3  

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A ZONING FEE SCHEDULE PURSUANT 

TO SECTION 1153.14 OF THE ZONING CODE, AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Ordinance No. 2023-23 was given a second reading. 
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RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 4  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF 

PARCEL #70-00366.002 AND #70-0366.003, BOTH ALSO KNOWN AS 1104 

WEST GAMBIER STREET, FROM THE PRESENT ZONING OF CLINTON 

TOWNSHIP LB - LOCAL BUSINESS, TO GB - GENERAL BUSINESS ; 

PARCEL #70-00366.004, ALSO KNOWN AS 120 SOUTH NORTON STREET, 

FROM CLINTON TOWNSHIP RRA - RURAL RESIDENTIAL AND 

AGRICULTURAL, TO GB - GENERAL BUSINESS; AND PARCEL #70-

0366.005, ALSO KNOWN AS 130 SOUTH NORTON STREET, FROM 

CLINTON TOWNSHIP GB - GENERAL BUSINESS, TO GB - GENERAL 

BUSINESS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Ordinance No. 2023-24 was given a first reading. There will be a public hearing on the legislation on July 10, 

2023. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 5  

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 919.07 OF THE CODIFIED 

ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON REGARDING WATER 

CHARGES; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Utilities: Woods, Keener 

Ordinance No. 2023-25 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 6  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A 

PETITION TO ESTABLISH THE MOUNT VERNON NEW COMMUNITY 

AUTHORITY DISTRICT UNDER OHIO REVISED CODE CHAPTER 349; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Hillier made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Ordinance No. 2023-26, with a 

second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Hillier made a motion to adopt 

Ordinance No. 2023-26, with a second by Woods. Michael Ringle, an attorney with Bricker & Eckler, 

Columbus, commented on the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.  
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Severns 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 7  

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2021-39 TO CHANGE 

THE CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH CERTAIN COMMUNITY 

REINVESTMENT AREA EXEMPTIONS ARE OFFERED IN THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Ordinance No. 2023-27 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 2 8  

AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO THE ANNEXATION OF 4.325 ACRES 

FROM CLINTON TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; 

PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN CITY SERVICES TO THE ANNEXED PARCEL 

AND PROVIDING PROTECTIONS AGAINST INCOMPATIBLE USES 

UNDER EXISTING TOWNSHIP ZONING; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Ordinance No. 2023-28 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 20-minute Planning and Zoning 

Committee meeting on the legislation for June 26, 2023. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

Mayor Matthew Starr called attention to an upcoming PAK United event scheduled for Wednesday, June 14, and 

congratulated Police Department Lt. Qade Lewis, who was recognized by the Ohio Public Safety Leadership 

Academy for drafting a drone policy for the City. The Mayor also noted that City offices will be closed on Monday, 

June 19 for Juneteenth, a federal and state holiday. 

 

Safety-Service Director Rick Dzik called attention to two temporary traffic-pattern changes taking effect this year. 

The traffic signals at Belmont and Mansfield avenues have been de-activated and replaced with four-way stop signs 

until new signals are installed. Also, West Hamtramck Street between North Mulberry and North Sandusky streets 

will become two-way to accommodate construction traffic, with street parking strongly discouraged. 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

Mahan congratulated Police Department Lt. Qade Lewis, who received recognition from the Ohio Public Safety 

Leadership Academy for drafting a drone policy for the City, and described attending tactical survival training with 

the Police Department. Keener called attention to the Trailpalooza scheduled for June 24 at the CA&C Depot, asked 

residents to be aware of and report to the City any vandalism they see in the City parks, and urged residents to call 
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the Parks Department to reserve park facilities. Hillier noted that the developer who sought unsuccessfully for a 

zoning change on Vernonview Drive has since purchased the property, and asked if the administration had been in 

contact with the developer. Mayor Matthew Starr and Safety-Service Rick Dzik responded that they have not been. 

Hillier also asked that his emails to the administration be returned. 

 

Francis announced his resignation from Council effective at the end of the meeting, citing the challenges of trying to 

balance his work schedule with his responsibilities as a Council Person. Francis served on Council for 11 and a half 

years, and had previously announced that this term, ending Dec. 31, 2023, would be his last. Council has between 

five and 45 days to appoint a replacement, per State ordinance. Hawkins requested a five-minute organizational 

meeting of Council for June 26, 2023 to appoint a new Council President Pro Tem, as Francis had been serving in 

that capacity, and thanked Francis for his service. 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

Seavolt made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Keener. Meeting adjourned at 8:18 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

____________________________________      __________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council              Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

 

CD on file/th 



 

PRESS RELEASE       
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
June 7, 2023 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

June 12, 2023 
 

5:55-6:05 p.m. New Community Authority 
Planning & Zoning 

Hillier 

6:05-6:20 p.m. DORA 
Planning & Zoning 

Hillier 

6:20-6:30 p.m. Assistant Law Director 
Employee & Community Relations 

Francis 

6:30-6:45 p.m. Zoning code fees 
Planning & Zoning 

Hillier 

6:45-7:15 p.m. 
Public Hearing: 

North Norton Street rezonings 
Planning & Zoning 

Hillier 

The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 
Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 
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2022-2023 
Streets and Public Buildings Committee Meeting Minutes 

May 22, 2023 – 6:00 p.m. to 6:10 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large  

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Emily Platt, Engineering 

Aaron Reinhart, Utilities Director 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

Jeff Gottke, ADF  

 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2023-21, to accept the vacation of a portion of Lewis 

Street and South Alley, and Ordinance No. 2023-22, amending the zoning classification of parcel 

#66-00268.000, also known as 600 W. Vine St., from the present zoning of R-2 – Single and Two 

Family District, to GB – General Business. Both requests are from Central Ohio Farmers Co-Op 

Inc., and were approved unanimously by the Municipal Planning Commission on May 11, 2023. 

Mayor Matthew Starr explained that the business wishes to improve access to its site and 

streamline operations. Engineer Brian Ball noted that the business wants to encourage rail traffic 

to the site and keep jobs in the community. Hillier observed that the business has been a good 

partner to the City and that the rezoning request would not represent spot zoning. No further 

meetings on the legislation were requested, although a public hearing on both ordinances has 

been scheduled for June 26, 2023 at 6:45 p.m. Ordinance Nos. 2023-21 and 2023-22 were up for 

first readings at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mel Severns, Chair 

Streets and Public Buildings Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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2022-2023 
Streets and Public Buildings Committee Meeting Minutes 

May 22, 2023 – 6:10 p.m. to 6:20 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large  

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Emily Platt, Engineering 

Aaron Reinhart, Utilities Director 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

Jeff Gottke, ADF  

 

The committee discussed Resolution No. 2023-50, to enter into a contract with Stephen Carpenter 

to allow him to lease the property at 16 N. Main St., and Resolution No. 2023-51, to enter into a 

contract with Almost Famous Sweets and Sodas, LLC to allow it to lease the property at 5 E. 

High St. Emily Platt of the Engineering Department discussed the commercial leases of the City 

property, adding that Almost Famous intends to expand into the space currently occupied by a 

barbershop that is going out of business. Safety-Service Director Richard Dzik noted that 

alleviating the workload on the Public Works Department related to these properties should be 

discussed in the future. Law Director Robert Broeren added that tenants of the recently acquired 

City properties abandon their rights to be compensated by the City for moving expenses if they 

move out now. No further meetings were requested on the legislation. Resolution Nos. 2023-50 

and 2023-51 were up for first readings at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mel Severns, Chair 

Streets and Public Buildings Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
MS/th 
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Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

May 22, 2023 – 6:20 p.m. to 6:57 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large  

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Emily Platt, Engineering 

Aaron Reinhart, Utilities Director 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Lacey Filkins, Experience Mount Vernon 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

Jeff Gottke, ADF 

 

The committee met to discuss Resolution No. 2023-53, amending the City’s Designated Outdoor Refreshment 

Area (DORA) signage. Lacey Filkins, director of Experience Mount Vernon, noted that DORA boundaries are 

permanent, not event-based, and that therefore her organization is seeking Council’s permission to install more 

permanent DORA signage than the temporary signage that has been in use. Filkins detailed the advantages of 

having First Fridays designated as DORA events, and several Council Persons expressed reservations about same. 

Josh Kirby, a former Mount Vernon Police Officer who owns a business downtown, noted he has not witnessed 

problems with DORA at events in Dublin, Ohio. The chair requested a 15-minute committee meeting on 

Resolution No. 2023-53 for June 12, 2023. The legislation was up for a first reading at Council’s Legislative 

Session later in the evening.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Mike Hillier, Chair 

Planning and Zoning Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
MH/th 
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Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

May 22, 2023 – 6:58 p.m. to 7:07 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large  

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Emily Platt, Engineering 

Aaron Reinhart, Utilities Director 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Denise Johnson, HR Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

Jeff Gottke, ADF 

         

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2023-20, establishing compensation for the Assistant Law 

Directors in the office of the Law Director. HR Director Denise Johnson noted that the City currently 

pays $62,000 annually to the position, while the local market average is $73,000. She added that the City 

has received one applicant for the position in the past six months, Law Director Robert Broeren noted that 

the last Assistant Law Director left for a higher-paying position elsewhere. He added there is a cost to 

losing staff and having to train new hires, and that the next Assistant Law Director will be asked to sign a 

multi-year contract. The chair requested a 10-minute committee meeting on the legislation for June 12, 

2023. Ordinance No. 2023-20 was up for a second reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the 

evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

John Francis, Chair 

Employee and Community Relations Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

May 22, 2023 – 7:07 p.m. to 7:17 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large  

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Emily Platt, Engineering 

Aaron Reinhart, Utilities Director 

Chad Christopher, Fire Chief 

Denise Johnson, HR Director 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

Jeff Gottke, ADF 

         

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2023-19, setting compensation for part-time and seasonal 

personnel. Safety-Service Director Rick Dzik clarified that no full-time firefighters would be asked to 

take on part-time inspector responsibilities. Fire Chief Chad Christopher added that consistency is 

important in doing fire inspections, and that his department currently performs about 400 business 

inspections a year, while Mount Vernon has around 1,000 businesses. No further meetings on the 

legislation were requested. Ordinance No. 2023-19 was up for a third reading at Council’s Legislative 

Session later in the evening.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

John Francis, Chair 

Employee and Community Relations Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Updated: 5/18/2023 9:48 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-53 DOC ID: 3818  
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S DESIGNATED OUTDOOR 

REFRESHMENT AREA SIGNAGE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon created a Designated Outdoor Refreshment Area 

by Resolution 2021-81 on September 27, 2021; and  

 

 WHEREAS, the City's original DORA required the use of  temporary border signage; 

and  

 

 WHEREAS, after a year of use, it has been concluded by the DORA Approval 

Subcommittee and the Experience Mount Vernon Board of the Directors that the current 

temporary border signage is confusing for event hosts and attendees, is too mobile to provide 

consistency and safety, and is costly to repair and/or replace. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

SECTION 1:  That Exhibit B of Resolution 2021-81 is replaced in its entirety by the 

attached Exhibit B. 

SECTION 2:  The Clerk of Council is hereby instructed to forward a copy of this 

Resolution to the Ohio Division of Liquor Control and to the investigative unit of the Ohio 

Department of Public Safety, all in accordance with ORC §§4301.82(C) and 4301.82(F)(3). 

 SECTION 3:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to allow the new 

DORA signage to be installed as quickly as possible to protect the safety of the citizens of Mount 

Vernon while enjoying DORA events, and said Resolution shall therefore, become effective 

upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; 

otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

05/22/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Resolution No. 2023-53 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 15-minute Planning and 

Zoning Committee meeting on the legislation for June 12, 2023. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Resolution No. 2023-53 was given a second reading. 
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Resolution 2023-53  Meeting of June 12, 2023 
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RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 
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EXHIBIT B.1
Material: Fourteen (14) 24"x36" Corrugated Plastic Signs

Page i DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit A
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EXHIBIT B.3 -Decal Locations

Intersection: N. Main & Chestnut
1 decal on Southwest corner sidewalk at crossing
1 decal on southeast corner sidewalk at crossing

Intersection: N. Mulberry & W. Chestnut
1 decal on Southwest corner sidewalk
1 decal on southeast corner sidewalk

Intersection: West High & Mechanic
1 decal on south sidewalk  at crossing (east side of Mechanic)

Intersection: West Vine & South Mechanic
1 decal on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)
1 decal on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)

Intersection: West Gambier & South Mechanic
1 decal on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)
1 decal on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)

Intersection: West Ohio & South Mechanic
1 decal on south sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)
1 decal on north sidewalk at crossing (east side of Mechanic)

Intersection: East Ohio & South Gay
1 decal on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)
1 decal on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)

Intersection: East Gambier & South Gay
1 decal on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)
1 decal on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)

Intersection: East Vine & South Gay
1 decal on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)
1 decal on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)

Intersection: East High & South Gay
1 decal on south sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)
1 decal on north sidewalk at crossing (west side of Gay)

Intersection: East Chestnut & South Gay
1 decal on southeast corner of sidewalk between crosswalks for Chestnut & Gay

18-inch Decals (20)
1.

a.
b.

2.
a.
b.

3.
a.

4.
a.
b.

5.
a.
b.

6.
a.
b.

7.
a.
b.

8.
a.
b.

9.
a.
b.

10.
a.
b.

11.
a.

Around South Main Plaza (Dog Fountain) - AS PICTURED
1 decal at the S. Main Street break in fence, near drinking fountain
1 decal at the W. Gambier Street break in fence, near the tree line

Walnut Alley
1 decal at W. Chestnut & Walnut Alley
1 decal at W. High and Walnut Alley

10-inch Decals (4)
1.

a.
b.

2.
a.
b.

Page iii DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3C
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18-inch decals
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Two 18-inch decals
Two 10-inch decals
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Four 18-inch decals
Page vi DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Four 18-inch decals
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E Gambier

Four 18-inch decals

Page viii DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Two 18-inch decals

Page ix DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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South Main
Plaza Fountain

Two 10-inch decals
New 3' fence to be installed by MVNU

Page x DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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Page xi DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit B.3
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EXHIBIT B.4
Material: Twenty (20) 18" round* decals, made with non-slip material
as outlined in Exhibit B

Material: 8.5"x11" Print outs to be placed on or around bar area at each
liquor license establishment within the approved DORA boundary.

*10" round decals will be used around South Main Plaza and at less populous boundary points

Page xii DORA Boundary Signage Proposal - Exhibit D
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Updated: 6/6/2023 9:41 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

  Category: Finance 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-55 DOC ID: 3821  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO DISPOSE OF 

VEHICLES IN THE POLICE DEPARTMENT NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE BY THE CITY 

OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Sections 721.01 and 721.15 authorize municipalities to 

dispose of personal property and vehicles no longer needed for municipal use. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1: That the Council finds that the City of Mount Vernon Police Department 

owns the following vehicles that are no longer needed for public use. Council also finds that the 

value of the vehicle is in excess of $1,000.00.   

 

 1) 2003 Dark Green GMC Yukon - Vin: 1GKFK16Z93J254292 

 2) 1999 Silver Toyota Camry - Vin: 4T1BG22K0XU472129 

 3) 2002 Black Kawasaki Vulcan (motorcycle) - Vin: JKBVNCB172B513760 

 4) 2001 Green Mazda 626 - Vin: 1YVGF22D815207923 

 5) 2012 Silver Ford Focus - Vin: 1FAHP3F24CL323551  

 6) 2018 Gray Nissan Maxima - Vin: 1N4AA6AP1JC362487 

 7) 2013 White Buick LaCrosse - Vin: 1G4GC5E38DF124523 

 

 SECTION 2:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon be 

authorized and directed to sell or dispose of the vehicles pursuant to any method authorized by 

Revised Code Section 721.15. 

 

SECTION 3:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

of expediting the sale or trade of these items to return the proceeds to constructive use by the 

City, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval 

by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members 

elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force 

from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-55, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt 
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Resolution 2023-55  Meeting of June 12, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 6/6/2023 9:41 AM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-55, with a second by Mahan. Safety-Service 

Director Rick Dzik noted that six of the seven vehicles the Police Department wishes to dispose 

of are impound vehicles. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Mel Severns 
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Updated: 6/5/2023 10:02 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Utilities 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Woods, Keener 

  Category: Bid/Contract 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-56 DOC ID: 3830  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO ADVERTISE FOR 

BIDS AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT FOR THE BUCKEYE ADDITION WATERLINES 

PROJECT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon is hereby 

authorized and directed to advertise for bids and enter into a contract for the Buckeye Addition 

Waterlines Project. 

 

 SECTION 2:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that bids must be solicited to avoid possible cost increases in the future, and said Resolution 

shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided 

that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of 

the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the 

earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Resolution No. 2023-56 was given a first reading. Woods requested a 10-minute committee 

meeting on the legislation for June 26, 2026. 

RESULT: FIRST READING 

14.2
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Updated: 6/8/2023 1:32 PM by Todd Hill A Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

  Category: Finance 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Terry Scott 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-57 DOC ID: 3833 A 
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON TO MAKE SUPPLEMENTAL APPROPRIATIONS. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he herewith is, 

authorized and directed to make supplemental appropriations as follows: 

  

1. To Account 101.2650.51111, Personnel & Benefits, in the amount of $26,400.00. 

2. To Account 101.2650.52121, P.E.R.S., in the amount of $3,696.00. 

3. To Account 101.2650.52126, Medicare & Social Security, in the amount of 

$383.00. 

4. To Account 101.2650.52123, Workers’ Compensation, in the amount of $322.00. 

(Ariel Foundation - Tree Watering Program - 2023) 

5. To Account 101.2320.54312, Workforce Development, in the amount of 

$1,350.00. 

(Public Donations for Employee Appreciation Banners) 

6. To Account 101.1900.54115, PAK United, in the amount of $1,500.00. 

(Public Donation from Marcus Lyons) 

7. To Account 101.1900.54115, PAK United, in the amount of $5,000.00. 

(Donation to PAK United from KSAT) 

8. To Account 101.3600.55517, Public Support - Waterpark, in the amount of 

$2,181.37. 

(Public Donation from Paul Acitelli for Water Park Passes 

for the Disabled). 

9. To Account 401.2500.55516, Public Building & Lands, in the amount of 

$130,500.00. 

(Harmony Park Restroom Facility - Donors are Sue Webster, Knox DD (County 

Board of Developmental Disabilities), Knox Foundation on behalf of Brian Ball 

& Sara Mankins along with numerous other anonymous donors)  

 

SECTION 2:   This Resolution provides for appropriations for the current expenses of 

the City, and therefore, pursuant to Revised Code Section 731.20, it shall become effective upon 

its date of passage and approval by the Mayor. 
 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-57, with a second by Mahan. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Seavolt 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-57, with a second by Mahan. Auditor Terry Scott 
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Resolution 2023-57  Meeting of June 12, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 6/8/2023 1:32 PM by Todd Hill A Page 2 

detailed the legislation, which included several supplemental appropriations for donations. 

Mayor Matthew Starr highlighted a donation from resident Paul Acitelli for season passes for the 

disabled to Hiawatha Water Park. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Mel Severns 
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Updated: 4/19/2023 10:12 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-17 DOC ID: 3796  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PARCEL #66-05329.000 

AND PARCEL #66-02335.000, ALSO KNOWN AS 301 AND 303 NORTH NORTON STREET, 

RESPECTIVELY, FROM THE PRESENT ZONING OF R-1 - SINGLE FAMILY DISTRICT, TO 

PCDD - PLANNED COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Mount Vernon has received an application for 

rezoning certain property within the City of Mount Vernon, specifically Parcel #66-05329.000 

and Parcel #66-02335.000, also known as 301 and 303 North Norton Street, respectively; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Planning Commission for the City of Mount Vernon met on 

April 13, 2023 and voted unanimously to approve the zoning change from Single Family District 

to Planned Commercial Development District. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the City of Mount Vernon hereby amends the zoning classification of 

Parcel #66-05329.000 and Parcel #66-02335.000, also known as 301 and 303 North Norton 

Street, respectively. The zoning will be as indicated: 

 

 PARCEL NO.    PROPOSED ZONING 

 #66-05329.000   PCDD - Planned Commercial Development District 

 #66-02335.000   PCDD - Planned Commercial Development District 

 

 SECTION 2:  That the zoning classification be recorded in Title XI of the Planning and 

Zoning Codes of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon. 

 

 SECTION 3:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow the development of needed housing within the City, the said Ordinance shall, therefore, 

become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives 

the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of 

Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

04/24/23 City Council FIRST READING   
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Ordinance 2023-17  Meeting of June 12, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 4/19/2023 10:12 AM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

Ordinance No. 2023-17 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 15-minute Planning and 

Zoning Committee meeting on the legislation for May 8, 2023. 

05/08/23 City Council SECOND READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-17 was given a second reading. 

05/22/23 City Council POSTPONED TO A CERTAIN TIME   

Hillier made a motion to postpone Ordinance 2023-17 to June 12, 2023, when there will be a 

public hearing on the legislation. Severns seconded the motion, which passed by a roll-call vote 

of 7-0. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-17, with a second by Woods. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Mel Severns 
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Updated: 5/3/2023 1:03 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Francis, Hillier 

  Category: Personnel 

 DEFEATED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-20 DOC ID: 3805  
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING COMPENSATION FOR THE ASSISTANT LAW 

DIRECTORS IN THE OFFICE OF THE LAW DIRECTOR; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, State of Ohio: 

 

SECTION 1: That the following supervisory positions are hereby authorized within the 

salary range and upon the appropriation times listed below: 

 

Assistant Director of Law I………………....$83,669.00 

Assistant Director of Law II...........................$72,289.00 

 

The salary authorized by this Ordinance shall be payable bi-weekly. 

 

 SECTION 2: The salaries listed are the base salaries for the positions.  The positions are 

eligible for annual longevity increments:   

 

 For the first five (5) years, $400.00. 

 

 Annual Longevity Increments after five (5) years: 

 

Year 6  Year 7  Year 8  Year 9  Year 10 

$500.00 $550.00 $600.00 $650.00 $700.00 

 

The effective date of eligibility for an annual longevity increment shall be the anniversary 

date of employment in that position.  

 

 SECTION 3: Exempt employees are expected to work as necessary, including outside of 

normal business hours, in the completion of their duties. Exempt employees will work with their 

supervisor in establishing their work schedule. 

 

           SECTION 4:  These positions shall be entitled to the benefits outlined in Section E of the 

Mount Vernon Employee Handbook effective August 2021, as amended. 

 

 SECTION 5:  All prior ordinances governing pay and benefits for the personnel listed in 

this ordinance are repealed.  

 

 SECTION 6:  This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason to allow 
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Ordinance 2023-20  Meeting of June 12, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 5/3/2023 1:03 PM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

the City to recruit and retain skilled professionals in the Office of the Law Director, become 

effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the 

affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount 

Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed 

by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

05/08/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-20 was given a first reading. Francis requested a 10-minute meeting of the 

Employee and Community Relations Committee on the legislation for May 22, 2023. 

05/22/23 City Council SECOND READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-20 was given a second reading. Francis requested a 10-minute meeting of 

the Employee and Community Relations Committee on the legislation for June 12, 2023. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Francis made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-20, with a second by Hillier. Law Director 

Robert Broeren detailed the search for an assistant law director for his office, and said the salary 

being offered was likely a factor. Motion to adopt defeated by a roll-call vote of 2-4, with Keener 

and Mahan voting yes. 

RESULT: DEFEATED [2 TO 4] 

MOVER: John Francis, Second Ward 

SECONDER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

AYES: Amber Keener, James Mahan 

NAYS: John Francis, Mike Hillier, Janis Seavolt, Tammy Woods 

EXCUSED: Mel Severns 
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Updated: 5/17/2023 2:49 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-21 DOC ID: 3813  
 

AN ORDINANCE TO ACCEPT THE VACATION OF A PORTION OF LEWIS STREET AND 

SOUTH ALLEY, IN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, KNOX COUNTY, OHIO; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the City Planning Commission, after reviewing the matter, has 

recommended to accept the petition to vacate a portion of Lewis Street and South Alley, adjacent 

to parcel #66-00268.000, parcel #66-09637.000 and parcel #66-04254.000. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the petition to vacate a portion of Lewis Street and South Alley, 

further explained in Exhibit A, be and herewith is accepted. 

 

 SECTION 2:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

of promoting timely development within the City, and said Ordinance shall, therefore, become 

effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the 

affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount 

Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed 

by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

05/22/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-21 was given a first reading. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-21 was given a second reading. There will be a public hearing on the 

legislation on June 26, 2023. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 5/16/2023 9:55 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-22 DOC ID: 3814  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PARCEL #66-00268.000, 

ALSO KNOWN AS 600 WEST VINE STREET, FROM THE PRESENT ZONING OF R-2 - 

SINGLE AND TWO FAMILY DISTRICT, TO GB - GENERAL BUSINESS; AND DECLARING 

AN  EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Mount Vernon has received an application for 

rezoning certain property within the City of Mount Vernon, specifically Parcel #66-00268.000, 

also known as 600 West Vine Street; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Planning Commission for the City of Mount Vernon met on 

May 11, 2023, and voted unanimously to approve the zoning change from Single and Two 

Family District to General Business. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the City of Mount Vernon hereby amends the zoning classification of 

Parcel #66-00268.000, also known as 600 West Vine Street. The zoning will be as indicated: 

 

 PARCEL NO.     PROPOSED ZONING 

 #66-00268.000   GB - General Business 

 

 SECTION 2:  That the zoning classification be recorded in Title XI of the Planning and 

Zoning Codes of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon. 

 

 SECTION 3:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

of promoting timely development within the City, the said Ordinance shall, therefore, become 

effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the 

affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount 

Vernon; otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed 

by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

05/22/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-22 was given a first reading. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-22 was given a second reading. There will be a public hearing on the 

legislation on June 26, 2023. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 5/18/2023 9:52 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-23 DOC ID: 3819  
 

AN ORDINANCE ESTABLISHING A ZONING FEE SCHEDULE PURSUANT TO SECTION 

1153.14 OF THE ZONING CODE, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  The City establishes the following schedule of fees, charges, and expenses 

pertaining to the administration and enforcement of the zoning ordinance: 

 

 Zoning permit fees for new builds, garages and additions: Forty cents ($.40) per square 

foot plus a twenty-five dollar ($25) technology fee 

 Zoning permits for sheds: Fifty dollars ($50.00) plus a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) 

technology fee 

 Zoning permits for fences: Fifty dollars ($50.00) plus a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) 

technology fee 

 Zoning permits for signs: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) plus a twenty-five dollar ($25.00) 

technology fee 

 Zoning permits for handicap ramps: Twenty-five dollars ($25.00) plus a twenty-five 

dollar ($25.00) technology fee 

 Park Development Fee (new dwelling unit): One hundred dollars ($100.00) 

 Park Development Fee (any alteration to an existing dwelling unit, including installation 

of fences and ramps): Ten dollars ($10.00) 

 Zoning Code and Map Amendments: Two hundred dollars ($200.00) plus the applicant 

will be billed for any costs incurred over the initial deposit.  The fee must be paid at the time of 

the original submission 

 Board of Zoning Appeals Filings: One hundred dollars ($100.00) plus the applicant will 

be billed for any costs incurred over the initial deposit.  The fee must be paid at the time the 

appeal is lodged with the Board. 

 Certificate of Appropriateness: Seventy-five dollars ($75.00) plus the applicant will be 

billed for any costs incurred over the initial deposit.  The fee must be paid at the time the 

application for a hearing before the Historical Review Commission. 

 In any case, if construction begins before a permit is issued (including paying any 

required fees), the cost of the permit will be double the total permit fee (including technology 

fee). 

 

 SECTION 2:  Ordinance 2006-06 is repealed in its entirety. 

 

 SECTION 3:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to allow City to charge 

appropriate fees for its zoning permits, and said Resolution shall therefore, become effective 

16.3

Packet Pg. 61



Ordinance 2023-23  Meeting of June 12, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 5/18/2023 9:52 AM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; 

otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

05/22/23 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2023-23 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 15-minute meeting of the 

Planning and Zoning Committee on the legislation for June 12, 2023. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-23 was given a second reading. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 5/30/2023 1:06 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-24 DOC ID: 3822  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PARCEL #70-00366.002 

AND #70-0366.003, BOTH ALSO KNOWN AS 1104 WEST GAMBIER STREET, FROM THE 

PRESENT ZONING OF CLINTON TOWNSHIP LB - LOCAL BUSINESS, TO GB - GENERAL 

BUSINESS ; PARCEL #70-00366.004, ALSO KNOWN AS 120 SOUTH NORTON STREET, 

FROM CLINTON TOWNSHIP RRA - RURAL RESIDENTIAL AND AGRICULTURAL, TO GB 

- GENERAL BUSINESS; AND PARCEL #70-0366.005, ALSO KNOWN AS 130 SOUTH 

NORTON STREET, FROM CLINTON TOWNSHIP GB - GENERAL BUSINESS, TO GB - 

GENERAL BUSINESS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the Council of the City of Mount Vernon has received an application for 

rezoning certain property within the City of Mount Vernon, specifically Parcel #70-00366.002 

and #70-0366.003, both also known as 1104 West Gambier Street; Parcel #70-00366.004, also 

known as 120 South Norton Street; and Parcel #70-00366.005, also known as 130 South Norton 

Street; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Municipal Planning Commission for the City of Mount Vernon met on 

May 11, 2023 and voted unanimously to approve the zoning change for Parcel #70-00366.002 

from Clinton Township LB - Local Business, to GB - General Business; for Parcel #70-0366.003 

from Clinton Township LB - Local Business, to GB - General Business, for Parcel #70-

00366.004 from Clinton Township RRA - Rural Residential and Agricultural, to GB - General 

Business; and for Parcel #70-00366.005 from Clinton Township GB - General Business, to GB - 

General Business. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the City of Mount Vernon hereby amends the zoning classification of 

Parcel #70-00366.002 and #70-0366.003, both also known as 1104 West Gambier Street; Parcel 

#70-00366.004, also known as 120 South North Street; and Parcel #70-00366.005, also known as 

130 South Norton Street. The zoning will be as indicated: 

 

 PARCEL NO.    PROPOSED ZONING 

 #70-00366.002   GB - General Business 

 #70-00366.003   GB - General Business 

 #70-00366.004   GB - General Business 

 #70-00366.005   GB - General Business 

 

 SECTION 2:  That the zoning classification be recorded in Title XI of the Planning and 

Zoning Codes of the Codified Ordinances of the City of Mount Vernon. 
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 SECTION 3:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow for the development of business within the City, the said Ordinance shall, therefore, 

become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives 

the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of 

Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period 

allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-24 was given a first reading. There will be a public hearing on the 

legislation on July 10, 2023. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 6/6/2023 10:09 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Utilities 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Woods, Keener 

  Category: Utilities 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-25 DOC ID: 3829  
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 919.07 OF THE CODIFIED ORDINANCES OF THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON REGARDING WATER CHARGES; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED, by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

Ohio, that:  

 SECTION 1. That section 919.07(I) of the Codified Ordinances be amended to read as 

follows (new text in bold, removed text is in strikethrough): 

(I)   Waiver of Minimum Charges. An owner may request a waiver of the minimum charges 

upon written request to the Director. The request may be granted on unimproved lots and lots 

with vacant buildings where no consumption or availability for consumption exists. 

      (1)   Any consumption within a billing period will establish the need to charge the account 

the minimum of the W.S.A.C. which is currently in effect. 

      (2)   Where there has been no consumption, the meter removed and the owner or person in 

control of the property has requested a waiver, the W.S.A.C. will be waived. In effect access to 

the City water and wastewater service is discontinued and no charge will be levied against the 

account.  A one-time fee of seventy-five dollars ($75.00) will be charged which covers 

removing the meter and reinstalling the meter when water and wastewater service is 

resumed. 

      (3)   In the event that access to the City utilities are requested and the existing tap is to be 

utilized, a one time fee of seventy-five dollars ($75.00) will be charged for reservicing the 

account. 

      (4)   In the event that access to the City utilities are requested and an increased service tap is 

required, the current tap fee for the requested service will be administered. 

 SECTION 2. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow appropriate charges for services provided by the City’s water department, and said 

Ordinance shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, 

provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the 

Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 

after the earliest period allowed by law. 
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COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-25 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 

17.2

Packet Pg. 66



  
 

Updated: 6/6/2023 10:26 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-26 DOC ID: 3831  
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION AND DELIVERY OF A PETITION TO 

ESTABLISH THE MOUNT VERNON NEW COMMUNITY AUTHORITY DISTRICT UNDER 

OHIO REVISED CODE CHAPTER 349; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio (the “City”), as owner of certain real 

property located in the territory of the City and thereby a “developer” with respect to said 

property within the meaning of  Ohio Revised Code Section 349.01(E), plans to establish a new 

community development program for the purposes of encouraging and supporting well-balanced 

and diversified land use patterns within the territory of the City, including facilities for the 

conduct of industrial, commercial, residential, cultural, educational, and recreational activities, 

all as described in Ohio Revised Code Chapter 349; and 

 

WHEREAS, in support of such efforts, City staff and legal counsel have prepared a 

Petition for Establishment of the Mount Vernon New Community Authority under Chapter 349 

of the Ohio Revised Code (the “Petition”), a copy of which Petition is on file with the City, and 

which Petition proposes the establishment of a new community district and new community 

authority as authorized by Ohio Revised Code Chapter 349; and 

 

WHEREAS, the District, as described in the Petition, is located entirely within the 

municipal corporate boundaries of the City, a municipal corporation, and this Council, as the 

legislative authority of the City, is therefore the organizational board of commissioners for 

purposes of this Petition; and 

 

WHEREAS, this Council has reviewed the Petition as prepared by City staff and legal 

counsel, and by this Ordinance desires to legislatively authorize the execution of the Petition by 

the Mayor and the Director of Law and the delivery of the same to this Council in its capacity as 

“organizational board of commissioners” as defined in Ohio Revised Code Section 349.01(F). 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio that:  

 

SECTION 1.  Mayor to Represent Developer. This Council hereby authorizes the Mayor 

to serve as the representative of the City in its capacity as a “developer” for the purposes of filing 

the Petition with this Council. 

 

SECTION 2.  Execution and Delivery of Petition.  This Council hereby authorizes and 

directs the Mayor and the Director of Law to execute and deliver the Petition to establish the 

Mount Vernon New Community Authority under Ohio Revised Code Chapter 349.  Upon such 

execution and delivery, the Mayor and the Director of Law, or such other City staff as they may 
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determine, shall file the Petition with this Council, in its capacity as “organizational board of 

commissioners” as defined in Ohio Revised Code Section 349.01(F). 

 

SECTION 3.  Open Meetings.  This Council finds and determines that all formal actions of 

this Council and any of its committees concerning and relating to the passage of this Ordinance 

were taken in an open meeting of this Council, and that all deliberations of this Council and any of 

its committees that resulted in those formal actions were in meetings open to the public, all in 

compliance with the law including Ohio Revised Code Section 121.22. 

 

SECTION 4.  Emergency Clause. This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency 

measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public, peace, health and safety, and to 

allow the City to create a New Community Authority to assess new subdivisions costs based on 

needed additional infrastructure created by the new subdivision, and said Ordinance shall, therefore, 

become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the 

affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount 

Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by 

law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hillier made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Ordinance No. 

2023-26, with a second by Woods. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0. Hillier 

made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2023-26, with a second by Woods. Michael Ringle, an 

attorney with Bricker & Eckler, Columbus, commented on the legislation. Motion to adopt 

passed by a roll-call vote of 6-0.  

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Mahan 

EXCUSED: Mel Severns 

17.3

Packet Pg. 68



  
 

Updated: 6/7/2023 2:05 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 06/12/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 
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  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-27 DOC ID: 3834  
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING RESOLUTION NO. 2021-39 TO CHANGE THE 

CIRCUMSTANCES UNDER WHICH CERTAIN COMMUNITY REINVESTMENT AREA 

EXEMPTIONS ARE OFFERED IN THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon (the “City”), through Ordinance No. 2021-39, 

adopted October 25, 2021, as amended by Ordinance No. 2022-09, adopted February 14, 2022 

(collectively, the “CRA Ordinance”), established the Mount Vernon Community Reinvestment 

Area (the “CRA”) and provided for real property tax exemptions for certain residential 

development within the CRA; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the CRA Ordinance contains the terms for property tax exemptions for 

certain types of projects undertaken within the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the City desires to further amend the CRA Ordinance to update the 

circumstances pursuant to which property tax exemptions within the CRA are available; 

 

 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, 

STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

 

 SECTION 1:  Section 4 of the CRA Ordinance is hereby deleted in its entirety and 

replaced with the following: 

 

Section 4:  That for residential property, a tax exemption on the increase in the 

assessed valuation resulting from the improvements as described in ORC Section 

3735.67 shall be granted upon application by the property owner and certification 

thereof by the designated Housing Officer for the following periods and 

percentages: 

 

     Percentage determination:  For developments described in (i) - (iii) below,  the 

percentage of tax exemption for a given property is determined based on the low-

moderate income levels (LMI score) in each census block as scored in Exhibit B. 

The higher the percentage of low-moderate income residents within a census 

block the higher the percentage between 50%-100%.  These scores will be 

updated as new census data becomes available and instated on the next calendar 

year.  The percentage of tax exemption for developments described in (iv) below 

shall be determined by this Council on a case-by-case basis. 

 

Exemption period (Exhibit C): 
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i. Ten (10) years, for the remodeling of every residential dwelling 

unit, either one (1) housing unit, or containing not more than two 

(2) housing units and upon which the cost of remodeling is at least 

$15,000, as described in ORC Section 3735.67, and with such 

exemption being 50% or 75% depending on block LMI score, for 

each of the ten (10) years. 

 

ii. Twelve (12) years, for the remodeling of every residential dwelling 

unit containing more than three (3) housing units and upon which 

the cost of remodeling is at least $15,000, as described in ORC 

Section 3735.67, and such exemption being 50% or 75% 

depending on block LMI score for each of the twelve (12) years. 

 

iii. Fifteen (15) years, for the construction of dwellings containing not 

more than one (1) housing unit, as described in ORC Section 

3735.67, on existing lots with existing utility services present, with 

such exemption being 50% or 75% depending on block LMI score 

for each of the fifteen (15) years. 

 

iv. Up to fifteen (15) years, for the construction of dwellings 

containing more than three (3) housing units, as described in ORC 

Section 3735.67, on existing lots with existing utility services 

present, with such exemption being up to 100%.  The precise term 

and exemption percentage shall be determined on a case-by-case 

basis by this Council prior to commencement of construction. 

 

v. The period of exemption for a dwelling described in item i or ii of 

this section may be extended by City Council for up to an 

additional ten (10) years if the dwelling is a structure of historical 

or architectural significance or is a certified historic structure that 

has been subject to federal tax treatment under 26 U.S.C. 47 and 

170(h). 

 

For the purposes of the above described Community Reinvestment Area, 

structures exclusively used for residential purposes shall be classified as 

residential structures. 

If remodeling qualifies for an exemption, during the period of the exemption, the 

exempted percentage of the dollar amount of the increase in market value of the 

structure shall be exempt from real property taxation.  If new construction 

qualifies for an exemption, during the period of the exemption the exempted 

percentage of the structure shall not be considered to be an improvement on the 

land on which it is located for the purpose of real property taxation. 

 

 SECTION 2.  Except as provided herein, the provisions of the CRA Ordinance remain in 

full force and effect as stated therein. 
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 SECTION 3.  That City Council hereby finds and determines that all formal actions 

relative to the passage of this Ordinance were taken in an open meeting of this Council, that all 

deliberations of this Council and of its committees, if any, which resulted in formal action were 

taken in meetings open to the public, in full compliance with the applicable legal requirements, 

including Section 121.22 of the ORC.   

 

SECTION 4. This Ordinance is declared to be an emergency measure necessary for the 

immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety and for the further reason to allow 

the City to process CRA exemptions as expeditiously as possible, become effective upon its date 

of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds 

(2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take 

effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-27 was given a first reading. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 
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 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 
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  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2023-28 DOC ID: 3835  
 

AN ORDINANCE CONSENTING TO THE ANNEXATION OF 4.325 ACRES FROM CLINTON 

TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; PROVIDING FOR CERTAIN CITY 

SERVICES TO THE ANNEXED PARCEL AND PROVIDING PROTECTIONS AGAINST 

INCOMPATIBLE USES UNDER EXISTING TOWNSHIP ZONING; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 709.023 provides the process for an Expedited 

Type 2 annexation where the annexed territory remains subject to the real estate taxation of the 

township; and 

 

WHEREAS, on June 8, 2023, the owner of 4.325 acres located in Clinton Township filed 

a petition with the Knox County Board of Commissioners to annex the property into the City of 

Mount Vernon under the Expedited Type 2 process. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

SECTION 1:  That pursuant to Revised Code Section 709.023(D), the City of Mount 

Vernon consents to the annexation proposed in the owner's petition (attached as Exhibit A). 

 

SECTION 2:   That upon annexation into the City of Mount Vernon, the City shall 

provide the following services to the annexed parcel: 

a) Police Protection 

b) Fire Protection 

c) Emergency Medical Services 

d) Potable Water Service 

e) Wastewater Service 

f) Stormwater Service 

 

SECTION 3:  That City Council finds that the annexation parcel is currently subject to 

Clinton Township Zoning, pursuant to Chapter 519 of the Revised Code.  If the territory is 

annexed and becomes subject to zoning by the City of Mount Vernon, and City zoning permits 

uses in the annexed territory that the City determines are clearly incompatible with the uses 

permitted under current township zoning regulations in the adjacent land remaining within the 

township from which the territory was annexed, the City Council will require, in the zoning 

ordinance permitting the incompatible uses, the owner of the annexed territory to provide a 

buffer separating the use of the annexed territory and the adjacent land remaining within the 

township. “Buffer” includes open space, landscaping, fences, walls, and other structured 

elements; streets and street right-of-ways; and bicycle and pedestrian paths and sidewalks. 
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SECTION 4:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that Revised Code Section 709.023(C) requires the City to act within 20 days of the filing of the 

annexation petition to state what municipal services it will provide to a parcel annexed through 

this process, therefore, it become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, 

provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the 

Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 

after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2023-28 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 20-minute Planning and 

Zoning Committee meeting on the legislation for June 26, 2023. 

RESULT: FIRST READING Next: 6/26/2023 7:30 PM 
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