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Legislative Session Minutes 

January 9, 2023 

 

COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 
January 9, 2023 
 

6:45-6:58 p.m. Executive Session: Litigation Utilities Woods 

7:00-7:14 p.m. Pleasant Township annexation Planning & Zoning Hillier 

7:14-7:28 p.m. Line account transfers Finance & Budget Seavolt 

- 01-09-23 Committee Meeting Schedule 

MEETING WILL RECESS UNTIL 7:30 P.M. 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Title Status 

John Francis Second Ward Present 

Mike Hillier Fourth Ward Present 

Janis Seavolt At Large Present 

Tammy Woods Third Ward Present 

Amber Keener At Large Present 

Mel Severns Councilman Present 

Bruce Hawkins President Present 

James Mahan First Ward Present 
 

 

 
<RollCallList Status=”Absent”> 

{Attendee(*):First 

Last} 

{Attendee(*):Title} Absent 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor Scott Sharpes, Lakeholm Church of the Nazarene, delivered the invocation. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

All recited in unison. 

ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 

- City Council - Legislative Session - Dec 27, 2022 7:30 PM 

Seavolt made a motion to accept the minutes from Council's Legislative Session of Dec. 27, 2022, with a 

second by Keener. Motion to accept passed by a voice vote of 7-0. 



Minutes City Council January 9, 2023 
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RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: Amber Keener, At Large 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 

RECEIVE PETITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS 

None. 

RECEIVE COMMITTEE REPORTS 

Council accepted without comment the minutes for the three Employee and Community Relations Committee 

meetings of Dec. 27, 2022, and the minutes for the Utilities Committee and Planning and Zoning Committee 

meetings of Dec. 27, 2022. 

- 12-27-22A Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 12-27-22B Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 12-27-22C Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

- 12-27-22 Utilities Commission Meeting Minutes 

- 12-27-22 Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

LIQUOR CONTROL LICENSE 

None. 

PROCLAMATION 

None. 

PERSONS SPEAKING ON MATTERS OF CITY CONCERN 

None. 

RESOLUTIONS FOR THIRD READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 2 - 1 2 9  

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S 

MEMBERSHIP IN THE KNOX COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING 

COMMISSION APPOINTING REPRESENTATIVES; AND DECLARING AN 

EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2022-129, with a second by Severns. Hillier noted that the 

resolution renews the City's membership in the Knox County Regional Planning Commission, and that 

membership gives the City a voice in County affairs. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 

RESOLUTIONS FOR SECOND READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 2 - 1 3 3  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO 

RELEASE A REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR IDENTIFYING AND 

SELECTING A QUALIFIED FIRM OR FIRMS TO PROVIDE SERVICES FOR 

THE REHABILITATION OF CLARIFIER NO. 2 AT THE CITY'S WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT, IDENTIFY AND ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH 

THE SELECTED FIRM OR FIRMS FOR THOSE SERVICES; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Utilities: Woods, Keener 

Resolution No. 2022-133 was given a second reading. Woods requested a 10-minute Utilities Committee 

meeting on the legislation for Jan. 23, 2023. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 1/23/2023 7:30 PM 

RESOLUTIONS FOR FIRST READING 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 0 1  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE, BY INTERNET AUCTION 

DURING CALENDAR YEAR 2023, OF CITY-OWNED PERSONAL 

PROPERTY WHICH IS NOT NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE OR WHICH IS 

OBSOLETE OR UNFIT FOR THE USE FOR WHICH IT WAS ACQUIRED; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-01, with a 

second by Mahan. Motion passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 

2023-01, with a second by Mahan. Law Director Rob Broeren noted that the State requires annual passage of 

legislation authorizing the sale by Internet auction of City-owned personal property which is not needed for 

public use or which is obsolete or unfit for the use for which it was acquired. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-

call vote of 7-0. 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 

 

R E S O L U T I O N   N O .  2 0 2 3 - 0 2  

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE 

DIRECTOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO 

CONTRACT WITH FROST BROWN TODD LLP FOR PROFESSIONAL 

SERVICES AND REPRESENTATION RELATED TO OHIO EPA ORDERS 

RELATED TO LIME SLUDGE PRODUCED BY THE CITY'S WATER 

TREATMENT PLANT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Utilities: Woods, Keener 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 2023-02, with a 

second by Keener. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Woods made a motion to adopt 

Resolution No. 2023-02, with a second by Keener. Law Director Rob Broeren commented on the legislation. 

Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: Amber Keener, At Large 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 

ORDINANCES FOR THIRD READING 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 2 - 4 2  

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE ANNEXATION OF 0.562 ACRES, 

PARCEL NUMBER 59-02288.000, FROM PLEASANT TOWNSHIP INTO THE 

CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Planning and Zoning: Hillier, Severns 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2022-42, with a second by Severns. Motion to adopt passed by a 

roll-call vote of 5-2, with Hillier and Francis voting no. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [5 TO 2] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 

NAYS: Francis, Hillier 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING 
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O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 2 - 4 7  

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE NUMBER OF HOURLY EMPLOYEES OF 

THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON IN THE WATER AND WASTEWATER 

DEPARTMENTS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Employee and Community Rel.:  Francis, Hillier 

Ordinance No. 2022-47 was given a second reading. Francis requested a 10-minute meeting of the Employee 

and Community Relations Committee for Jan. 23, 2023 to discuss the legislation. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 1/23/2023 7:30 PM 

 

O R D I N A N C E   N O .  2 0 2 2 - 4 8  

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON, OHIO, TO MAKE TRANSFERS WITHIN LINE 

ACCOUNTS IN AMOUNTS OF $5,000.00 OR LESS WITHOUT THE 

CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

Finance and Budget: Seavolt, Mahan 

Ordinance No. 2022-48 was given a second reading. Seavolt requested a 10-minute meeting of the Finance and 

Budget Committee on Jan. 23, 2023 to discuss the legislation. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 1/23/2023 7:30 PM 

ORDINANCES FOR FIRST READING 

None. 

REMARKS FROM THE ADMINISTRATION 

Mayor Matthew Starr thanked Council for adopting Resolution No. 2022-129, renewing the City's membership in 

the Knox County Regional Planning Commission. He also welcomed Bruce McPherson, who has begun live-

streaming Council's meetings, and called attention to the City's employee recognition luncheon, scheduled for Jan. 

11, 2023. 

REMARKS FROM COUNCIL 

Hillier called attention to an upcoming Municipal Planning Commission meeting on Jan. 12, 2023 that will address 

plans for a couple of housing developments in the City. He also noted that he met recently with the Knox County 

Area Development Foundation about a new development tool, and requested an hour-long meeting of the Planning 

and Zoning Committee on Jan. 23, 2023 to discuss the matter. He also inquired about the status of development at 

the Mazza property on 301 N. Mulberry St. Keener thanked grant writer Emily Platt for her efforts on behalf of the 

City. Francis welcomed videographer Bruce McPherson, who has begun live-streaming City Council meetings. 

Mahan called attention to Law Enforcement Appreciation Day, Jan. 9. 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE PRESIDENT 

Seavolt made a motion to adjourn, with a second by Keener. Meeting adjourned at 7:53 p.m. 
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____________________________________      __________________________________ 

Bruce E. Hawkins, President of Council              Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 

 

CD on file/th 



 

PRESS RELEASE       
City Hall 
40 Public Square 
Mount Vernon, OH  43050 
 
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT: 
Todd Hill, Clerk of Council 
740-393-9517 Fax: 740-397-6595 

 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
January 4, 2023 

Mount Vernon City Council 
Committee Meeting Schedule 

January 9, 2023 
 

6:45-6:55 p.m. Executive Session: Litigation 
Utilities 
Woods 

6:55-7:05 p.m. Pleasant Township annexation 
Planning & Zoning 

Hillier 

7:05-7:15 p.m. Line account transfers 
Finance & Budget 

Seavolt 

The above listed meeting will be held to discuss the above items; but will not be limited to those listed. 
Mount Vernon News - WMVO - WNZR – City Hall Bulletin Board 
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Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

December 27, 2022 – 6:11 p.m. to 6:22 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

 

ABSENT:      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

             

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

Francis made a motion at 6:11 p.m. to go into executive session to discuss matters related to Ordinance 

No. 2022-49, fixing the wages and benefits of bargaining unit employees of City Firefighters and 

Paramedics, IAFF Local 3712. The motion was seconded by Keener, and passed by a voice vote of 6-0. 

Francis made a motion to adjourn executive session at 6:22 p.m., with a second by Keener. Motion passed 

by a voice vote of 6-0. Ordinance No. 2022-49 was up for a first reading at Council’s Legislative Session 

later in the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

John Francis, Chair 

Employee and Community Relations Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

December 27, 2022 – 6:24 p.m. to 6:38 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

 

ABSENT:      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

             

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2022-46, establishing compensation for the Civil Service 

Administrator. Mayor Matthew Starr and Safety-Service Director Rick Dzik provided justifications for 

raising the salary for the part-time position to $16,000 annually, noting that the figure was in the range of 

what other Ohio municipalities of similar size pay. Hawkins said the increase is justified, and Francis and 

Hillier expressed support for the legislation. No further meetings on the matter were requested. Ordinance 

No. 2022-46 was up for a first reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

John Francis, Chair 

Employee and Community Relations Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Employee and Community Relations Committee Meeting Minutes 

Committee Meeting 

December 27, 2022 – 6:38 p.m. to 6:43 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

 

ABSENT:      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

             

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

Robert Broeren, Law Director 

Terry Scott, Auditor 

David Stuller, Treasurer 

Brian Ball, Engineer 

Todd Hill, Clerk 

Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2022-47, fixing the number of hourly employees in the Water 

and Wastewater Departments. Safety-Service Director Rick Dzik explained that the legislation would 

change the number of Operations and Maintenance Technicians in the Wastewater Works Department 

from eight to nine. No further meetings on the matter were requested. Ordinance No. 2022-47 was up for 

a first reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

John Francis, Chair 

Employee and Community Relations Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Utilities Committee Meeting Minutes 

 

December 27, 2022 – 6:43 p.m. to 6:49 p.m. 
 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

      John Francis, Second Ward 

      Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

 

ABSENT:      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

              

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

      Robert Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

      Todd Hill, Clerk 

      Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

         

The committee discussed Resolution No. 2022-133, requesting qualifications for identifying and selecting 

a qualified firm or firms to provide services for the rehabilitation of clarifier No. 2 at the City’s Water 

Treatment Plant, and identify and enter into contract with the selected firm or firms for those services. 

Engineer Brian Ball explained that the legislation would rehabilitate an existing clarifier, providing 

redundancy in the event the first clarifier were to go down. He noted that $325,000 has been budgeted for 

the work in 2023, out of the water operations budget. Ball further noted that interim Utilities Director 

Aaron Reinhart supports the legislation. No further meetings on the matter were requested. Resolution 

No. 2022-133 was up for a first reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the evening.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

____________________________  

Tammy Woods, Chair 

Utilities Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Planning and Zoning Committee Meeting Minutes 

December 27, 2022 – 6:50 p.m. to 6:56 p.m. 
 

 

COUNCIL PRESENT:   Bruce Hawkins, Council President 

      James Mahan, First Ward 

John Francis, Second Ward 

Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

      Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

      Amber Keener, At-Large 

      Mel Severns, At-Large 

 

ABSENT:      Janis Seavolt, At-Large 

 

OTHERS IN ATTENDANCE:  Matthew Starr, Mayor 

      Richard Dzik, Safety-Service Director 

      Robert Broeren, Law Director 

      Terry Scott, Auditor 

      David Stuller, Treasurer 

      Brian Ball, Engineer 

      Todd Hill, Council Clerk 

      Cheryl Splain, Knox Pages 

 

The committee discussed Ordinance No. 2022-42, accepting the annexation of 0.562 acres, parcel number 59-

02288.000, from Pleasant Township into the City. Law Director Robert Broeren noted that previous legislation 

adopted by Council gave consent to the annexation. The County Commissioners have since approved the 

annexation, and Ordinance No. 2022-42 would approve it as well. Broeren further noted that the owners of the 

parcel are continuing with the annexation process despite the City stating that it would not be providing water or 

wastewater utilities to the parcel. The chair expressed concerns about high traffic volume if a proposed housing 

development adjacent to the parcel in question were to go forward. No further meetings on the matter were 

requested. Ordinance No. 2022-42 was up for a second reading at Council’s Legislative Session later in the 

evening. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 

____________________________  

Mike Hillier, Chair 

Planning and Zoning Committee 

Mount Vernon City Council 
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Updated: 12/6/2022 3:25 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 01/09/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Appointment 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2022-129 DOC ID: 3702  
 

A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON'S MEMBERSHIP IN 

THE KNOX COUNTY REGIONAL PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTING 

REPRESENTATIVES; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, the City of Mount Vernon desires to participate with the Knox County 

Regional Planning Commission in the implementation of a plan for the orderly development 

growth of the City and to establish an attractive region within the City; and 

 

 WHEREAS, the Council for the City of Mount Vernon desires to provide its residents the 

services of the Knox County Planning Commission to promote the public health, safety, 

convenience, comfort, prosperity and general welfare of the inhabitants of the City of Mount 

Vernon. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

Knox County, Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio be a member of the Knox County 

Regional Planning Commission for planning services for the period beginning January 1, 2023, 

and ending December 31, 2023. 

 

 SECTION 2:  That the following be the regular member of Council to represent the City 

Council and its members on the Knox County Regional Planning Commission and one alternate 

to serve in the name and place of said regular member in the absence of the regular member: 

 

 Regular Member   Alternate Member 

 

 Mike Hillier    Amber Keener 

 215 E. Sugar St.   702 E. High St. 

 Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050  Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050 

 mhillier@mountvernonohio.org  akeener@mountvernonohio.org 

 

 SECTION 3:  That the following be the member of the City of Mount Vernon Planning 

Commission to represent the City Planning Commission as its member to the Knox County 

Regional Planning Commission: 

 

 City Planning Commission Member 

 

 Matthew T. Starr 

 40 Public Square 

 Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050 

12.1
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Resolution 2022-129  Meeting of January 9, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 12/6/2022 3:25 PM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

 740-393-9517 

 mtvmayor@mountvernonohio.org 

 

 SECTION 4:  That the following be the citizen members to the Knox County Regional 

Planning Commission to represent the municipality: 

 

 Citizen Member   Citizen Member 

 

 Sibley Poland    Ahmad Takrouri 

 307 N. Gay St.    615 E. Vine St. 

 Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050  Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050 

 740-485-0502    740-398-8571 

 spoland@mountvernonohio.org  atakrouri@mountvernonohio.org 

 

 SECTION 5:  That the following be the alternate to serve in the name and place of 

members named in Sections 3 and 4 above in the absence of such member: 

 

 Alternate Member 

 

 Lacie Blankenhorn 

 40 Public Square 

 Mount Vernon, Ohio 43050 

 740-393-2033 

 dsm@mountvernonohio.org 

  

 SECTION 6:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

of providing continuous representation of the City on the Regional Planning Commission and 

said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the 

Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected 

to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it shall take effect and be in force from 

and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

12/12/22 City Council FIRST READING   

Resolution No. 2022-129 was given a first reading. 

12/27/22 City Council SECOND READING   

Resolution No. 2022-129 was given a second reading. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2022-129, with a second by Severns. Hillier noted 

that the resolution renews the City's membership in the Knox County Regional Planning 

Commission, and that membership gives the City a voice in County affairs. Motion to adopt 

passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

12.1
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Resolution 2022-129  Meeting of January 9, 2023 
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RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 
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Updated: 12/19/2022 10:55 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 01/09/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Utilities 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Woods, Keener 

  Category: Utilities 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2022-133 DOC ID: 3711  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR TO RELEASE A 

REQUEST FOR QUALIFICATIONS FOR IDENTIFYING AND SELECTING A QUALIFIED 

FIRM OR FIRMS TO PROVIDE SERVICES FOR THE REHABILITATION OF CLARIFIER 

NO. 2 AT THE CITY'S WATER TREATMENT PLANT, IDENTIFY AND ENTER INTO 

CONTRACT WITH THE SELECTED FIRM OR FIRMS FOR THOSE SERVICES; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, Revised Code sections 153.65-73 allow local governments to select 

architects, engineers and other design professionals on Qualifications-Based criteria. 

 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon is hereby 

authorized and directed to release a Request for Qualifications for identifying and selecting a 

qualified firm or firms to provide services for the Rehabilitation of Clarifier No. 2 at the City's 

Water Treatment Plant. 

 

 SECTION 2:  That the Safety-Service Director is hereby further authorized, upon 

identifying and selecting a qualified firm or firms, to negotiate and enter into a contract to 

provide services for the rehabilitation of Clarifier No. 2 at the City's Water Treatment Plant. 

 

 SECTION 3:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

to allow the City to continue to provide drinking water to the people of Mount Vernon, and said 

Resolution shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the 

Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected 

to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from 

and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

12/27/22 City Council FIRST READING   

Resolution No. 2022-133 was given a first reading.  

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Resolution No. 2022-133 was given a second reading. Woods requested a 10-minute Utilities 

Committee meeting on the legislation for Jan. 23, 2023. 
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Resolution 2022-133  Meeting of January 9, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 12/19/2022 10:55 AM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 1/23/2023 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 1/3/2023 3:04 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 01/09/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

  Category: Agreement 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-01 DOC ID: 3724  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SALE, BY INTERNET AUCTION DURING 

CALENDAR YEAR 2023, OF CITY-OWNED PERSONAL PROPERTY WHICH IS NOT 

NEEDED FOR PUBLIC USE OR WHICH IS OBSOLETE OR UNFIT FOR THE USE FOR 

WHICH IT WAS ACQUIRED; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 WHEREAS, pursuant to R.C. 721.15(D), Council for the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio 

may adopt, during each calendar year, a resolution expressing its intent to sell municipally 

owned property, regardless of the property's value, by Internet auction. This resolution must 

include a description of how auctions will be conducted, specifying the number of days for 

bidding, and stating the general terms and conditions of sale; and 

 

 NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED BY THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON, STATE OF OHIO, THAT: 

 

 SECTION 1:  During calendar year 2023, City-owned personal property that is not 

needed for public use, or which is obsolete or unfit for the use for which it was acquired, may be 

sold at Internet auction. 

 

 SECTION 2:  All Internet auction sales shall be conducted under the authority and 

direction of the Safety-Service Director or his designee(s). 

 

 SECTION 3:  All Internet auction sales shall be conducted by GovDeals.com Internet 

auction service, or a similar website. 

  

 SECTION 4:  All Internet auction sales shall be conducted pursuant to the rules and 

regulations promulgated and in effect for the Internet auction site. For each Internet auction sale, 

bidding shall remain open for not less than ten (10) days, including Saturdays, Sundays and legal 

holidays. 

 

 SECTION 5:  The City of Mount Vernon shall publish, in a newspaper of general 

circulation within the City, or as provided in R.C. 7.16, notice of its intent to sell all unneeded, 

obsolete or unfit municipal personal property by Internet auction. This notice shall include a 

summary of the information provided herein and shall be published twice. The second notice 

shall be published not less than ten (10) nor more than twenty (20) days after the previous notice. 

A similar notice also shall be posted continually throughout the calendar year in a conspicuous 

place in the office of the Clerk of Council. The notice also shall be posted continually throughout 

the calendar year on the City's website. 

 

 SECTION 6:  All prior legislation, or any parts thereof, which is/are inconsistent with 

this Resolution is/are hereby repealed as to the inconsistent parts thereof. 

14.1
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Resolution 2023-1  Meeting of January 9, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 1/3/2023 3:04 PM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

 

 SECTION 7:  This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and expedite the sale of 

unneeded municipal personal property, and said Resolution shall, therefore, become effective 

upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote 

of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; 

otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Seavolt made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-01, with a second by Mahan. Motion passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Seavolt made a 

motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-01, with a second by Mahan. Law Director Rob Broeren 

noted that the State requires annual passage of legislation authorizing the sale by Internet auction 

of City-owned personal property which is not needed for public use or which is obsolete or unfit 

for the use for which it was acquired. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Janis Seavolt, At Large 

SECONDER: James Mahan, First Ward 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 
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Updated: 1/5/2023 3:25 PM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 01/09/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Utilities 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Woods, Keener 

  Category: Utilities 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 RESOLUTION 2023-02 DOC ID: 3725  
 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE SAFETY-SERVICE DIRECTOR OF 

THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, OHIO TO ENTER INTO CONTRACT WITH FROST 

BROWN TODD LLP FOR PROFESSIONAL SERVICES AND REPRESENTATION RELATED 

TO OHIO EPA ORDERS RELATED TO LIME SLUDGE PRODUCED BY THE CITY'S 

WATER TREATMENT PLANT; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Mount 

Vernon, State of Ohio: 

 

SECTION 1:  That the Safety-Service Director for the City of Mount Vernon, Ohio is 

authorized and directed to enter into contract with Frost Brown Todd LLP for professional 

services and representation related to Ohio EPA orders related to lime sludge produced by the 

City's water treatment plant. 

 

SECTION 2:   This Resolution is hereby declared to be an emergency measure 

necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to 

provide representation for the City in ongoing matters with the Ohio EPA, the said Resolution 

shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, 

provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the 

Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 

after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Woods made a motion to suspend the rule requiring three separate readings of Resolution No. 

2023-02, with a second by Keener. Motion to suspend passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. Woods 

made a motion to adopt Resolution No. 2023-02, with a second by Keener. Law Director Rob 

Broeren commented on the legislation. Motion to adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 7-0. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tammy Woods, Third Ward 

SECONDER: Amber Keener, At Large 

AYES: Francis, Hillier, Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 
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Updated: 12/7/2022 11:30 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 01/09/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Planning and Zoning 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Hillier, Severns 

  Category: Planning and Zoning 

 ADOPTED Prepared By: Rob Broeren 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2022-42 DOC ID: 3701  
 

AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE ANNEXATION OF 0.562 ACRES, PARCEL NUMBER 59-

02288.000, FROM PLEASANT TOWNSHIP INTO THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

WHEREAS, Ohio Revised Code Section 709.023 provides the process for an Expedited 

Type 2 annexation where the annexed territory remains subject to the real estate taxation of the 

township; and 

 

WHEREAS, on September 20, 2022, the Knox County Board of Commissioners 

approved the petition of the owner of 0.562 acres located in Pleasant Township to annex the 

property into the City of Mount Vernon under the Expedited Type 2 process; and 

 

WHEREAS, Revised Code sections 709.04 and 709.10 require the City to accept or reject 

the approved annexation petition in no less than 60 and no more than 120 days after the approval 

of the  petition by the Knox County Board of Commissioners. 

 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

SECTION 1:  That pursuant to Revised Code Section 709.10, the City of Mount Vernon 

accepts the annexation of 0.562 acres, Parcel Number 59-02288.000, located in Pleasant 

Township proposed in the owner's petition and approved by the Knox County Board of 

Commissioners on September 20, 2022 (attached as Exhibit A). 

 

SECTION 2:   That the annexation is subject to the conditions set for in Ordinance 2022-

29, adopted by Council on September 12, 2022.   

 

SECTION 3:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and for the further reason 

that Revised Code Section 709.04 requires Council to act on the annexation within a short 

window, therefore, it become effective upon its date of passage and approval by the Mayor, 

provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the members elected to the 

Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise, it shall take effect and be in force from and 

after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

12/12/22 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2022-42 was given a first reading. Hillier requested a 10-minute meeting of the 

Planning and Zoning Committee on the legislation for Dec. 27, 2022. 
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Ordinance 2022-42  Meeting of January 9, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 12/7/2022 11:30 AM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

12/27/22 City Council SECOND READING   

Ordinance No. 2022-42 was given a second reading.  

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Hillier made a motion to adopt Ordinance No. 2022-42, with a second by Severns. Motion to 

adopt passed by a roll-call vote of 5-2, with Hillier and Francis voting no. 

RESULT: ADOPTED [5 TO 2] 

MOVER: Mike Hillier, Fourth Ward 

SECONDER: Mel Severns, Councilman 

AYES: Seavolt, Woods, Keener, Severns, Mahan 

NAYS: John Francis, Mike Hillier 
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Updated: 12/20/2022 11:32 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 01/09/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Employee and Community Rel. 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Francis, Hillier 

  Category: Personnel 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Todd Hill 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2022-47 DOC ID: 3713  
 

AN ORDINANCE FIXING THE NUMBER OF HOURLY EMPLOYEES OF THE CITY OF 

MOUNT VERNON IN THE WATER AND WASTEWATER DEPARTMENTS; AND 

DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1:  That the following positions are hereby authorized as indicated: 

 

WASTEWATER WORKS DEPARTMENT: 

1 Utility Operations Crew Chief 

8 9 Operations and Maintenance Technicians 

Not more than 7 Public Utility Technicians 

1 3/4 Customer Support Specialists I 

 

Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of 

the Wastewater Works Department as appropriated. 

 

WATER WORKS DEPARTMENT: 

1 Utility Operations Crew Chief 

1 Chief Water Operator 

6 1/2 Operations and Maintenance Technicians 

Not more than 7 Public Utility Technicians 

1 3/4 Customer Support Specialists I 

 

Use of all above mentioned said personnel is authorized as required to meet the work demands of 

the Water Works Department as appropriated. 

 

 SECTION 2:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency measure necessary 

for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and safety, and to allow the speedy 

implementation of the most recent contract for unionized employees in the City's Service 

Departments and said Ordinance shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and 

approval by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of the 

members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it shall take effect and 

be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 

 

 
HISTORY: 

12/27/22 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2022-47 was given a first reading. 
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Ordinance 2022-47  Meeting of January 9, 2023 

 

 

Updated: 12/20/2022 11:32 AM by Todd Hill  Page 2 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2022-47 was given a second reading. Francis requested a 10-minute meeting of 

the Employee and Community Relations Committee for Jan. 23, 2023 to discuss the legislation. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 1/23/2023 7:30 PM 
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Updated: 12/21/2022 10:18 AM by Todd Hill  Page 1 

 City Council Meeting: 01/09/23 7:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Finance and Budget 

 Mount Vernon, OH  43050 Seavolt, Mahan 

  Category: Finance 

 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Terry Scott 

  Initiator: Todd Hill 

 ORDINANCE 2022-48 DOC ID: 3718  
 

AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE AUDITOR OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON, 

OHIO, TO MAKE TRANSFERS WITHIN LINE ACCOUNTS IN AMOUNTS OF $5,000.00 OR 

LESS WITHOUT THE CONSENT OF THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF MOUNT VERNON; 

AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of Mount Vernon, 

State of Ohio: 

 

 SECTION 1: That the Auditor for the City of Mount Vernon be, and he 

herewith is, authorized and directed to transfers within line accounts in amounts of 

$5,000.00 or less, without the consent of the Council of the City of Mount Vernon. 

 

SECTION 2:  This Ordinance is hereby declared to be an emergency 

measure necessary for the immediate preservation of the public peace, health and 

safety, and for the further reason that an emergency exists in the usual daily 

operation of the various departments of the municipal government, and said 

Ordinance shall, therefore, become effective upon its date of passage and approval 

by the Mayor, provided that it receives the affirmative vote of two-thirds (2/3) of 

the members elected to the Council of the City of Mount Vernon; otherwise it shall 

take effect and be in force from and after the earliest period allowed by law. 
 

 
HISTORY: 

12/27/22 City Council FIRST READING   

Ordinance No. 2022-48 was given a first reading. 

 

COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Ordinance No. 2022-48 was given a second reading. Seavolt requested a 10-minute meeting of 

the Finance and Budget Committee on Jan. 23, 2023 to discuss the legislation. 

RESULT: SECOND READING Next: 1/23/2023 7:30 PM 
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