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Board of Zoning Appeals  October 4, 2023 

Board Meeting Minutes 5:30 PM 

 

VIDEO BROADCASTING & RECORDING 

The meeting videos are now being broadcast live and published on YouTube.com 
https://www.youtube.com/@cityofmountvernon3369 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Michael Percy Chairman Present 

Susie Simpson Member Present 

William Smith Member Present 

Otho Eyster Alt. Member Present 

Tonya Boucher Vice-Chairman Present 

Kate Aryanata Alt. Member Excused 

Cynthia Cunningham Member Excused 

Others in attendance: City Development Services Manager, Lacie Blankenhorn; City Law Director, P. Rob. 

Broeren; Noel Alden; Lindsay Lamp; Katelyn Steel 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

- Board of Zoning Appeals - Special Meeting - Aug 23, 2023 5:30 PM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

AYES: Percy, Simpson, Smith, Eyster, Boucher 

EXCUSED: Aryanata, Cunningham 

BZA FILES 

- 2023-BZA-21 : 212 N Main ST - Variance for Signage 

Alden (sworn in) attorney for New Directions apologized for the noncompliant sign.  They have every desire to 

remedy.  He explained the requested variance for signage by New Directions at 212 N Main ST.  The sign is 32 

square feet when Code allows up to 20 square feet in the O/I District.  He described it as consistent with other 

signs in the area.  He expressed the incredible importance of the sign to assist in locating their facility. 

Eyster asked what businesses surround the location.   

Alden said The Living Center.   

Eyster said there are no other businesses beside New Directions.  There is a thrift store up the street.   
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Alden mentioned a beige sign up the street on the other side of Main Street. He added that the address was 

put on the sign, but they know it needs to be bigger.  They wanted something on there right away.   

There was discussion about the other variance(s) that were requested and granted for the same property.   

Percy clarified that the Code allows a sign in O/I to be 20 square feet.  The request is for 32 square feet, which 

measures the entire sign face, not just the lettering. 

Smith asked if the sign is lit at light.  Alden said it is not.   

Boucher asked if the sign had been approved by the Historical Review Commission.  Percy said it has not.  

Alden said the applications were filed at the same time.  Blankenhorn said she delayed presenting it to the HRC 

until the decision was made on the variance request.   

Eyster asked if the sign could be cut down and saved.  Going from 20 square feet to 32 square feet is a big 

jump.  He said it looks like a billboard, it really sticks out.  Alden said if they could have inexpensively fixed the 

sign they would have already.  Because of the way it is constructed, it would take a complete removal and a 

new sign.   

There was no further testimony.  There were no communications submitted through the DSM office. 

Blankenhorn read the staff report.  October 4, 2023 Case: 2023-BZA-21 212 N Main ST Parcels # 66-04563.000 

& 66-04564.000 A request for a variance for signage has been submitted for 212 N Main ST by New Directions.   

The property is zoned O/I Office Institutional.  This zoning designation permits a single sign to be up to 20 

square feet.  Ground signs are permitted to be up to 6’ tall and are required to be 10’ from the right of way.  

These regulations were not changed with the last sign code update in 2018. The sign has already been 

installed.  It is 32 square feet and 5’ tall.  The sign is 13.5’ behind the sidewalk.  The address was added to the 

sign after the application was made.  The address is 2” tall.  Code requires the address numbers to be 4” tall. 

This requirement was relayed to Katie at New Directions and they are in the process of having the address 

updated to be compliant.  If a variance is approved, allowing the sign to remain, the cost of the Zoning Permit 

will include a fine for installing without a permit.  The sign will need the approval of the Historical Review 

Commission also. 

Simpson made a motion to accept the variance request as presented. 

Eyster noted a past variance request for a sign that was denied and it couldn’t be viewed from the road.  His 

opinion it that the difference from 20 feet to 32 feet is too large. 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Susie Simpson, Member 

SECONDER: Tonya Boucher, Vice-Chairman 

AYES: Percy, Simpson, Smith, Boucher 

NAYS: Eyster 

EXCUSED: Aryanata, Cunningham 

ADJOURN 

- Adjourn Motion 

Smith made a motion to adjourn the meeting, and the meeting was adjourned at 5:42 PM 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: William Smith, Member 

SECONDER: Susie Simpson, Member 

AYES: Percy, Simpson, Smith, Eyster, Boucher 

EXCUSED: Aryanata, Cunningham 
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  Category: N/A 
 ADOPTED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 
  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 
 BZA FILE (ID # 3878) DOC ID: 3878  
 

2023-BZA-21 : 212 N MAIN ST - VARIANCE FOR SIGNAGE 

Item Number 2023-BZA-21 
Site Address 212 N Main ST 
Parcel Number 66-04563.000 & 66-04564.000 
Zoning District O/I 
Presented By Lindsey Lamp 
 

Quick Guide to Codified Ordinance Sections (may not be inclusive): 
 1175 Schedule of Sign Regulations Office/Institutional District 

 
Request: 32 sf ground sign 
 
 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Alden (sworn in) attorney for New Directions apologized for the noncompliant sign.  They have 

every desire to remedy.  He explained the requested variance for signage by New Directions at 

212 N Main ST.  The sign is 32 square feet when Code allows up to 20 square feet in the O/I 

District.  He described it as consistent with other signs in the area.  He expressed the incredible 

importance of the sign to assist in locating their facility. 

Eyster asked what businesses surround the location.   

Alden said The Living Center.   

Eyster said there are no other businesses beside New Directions.  There is a thrift store up the 

street.   

Alden mentioned a beige sign up the street on the other side of Main Street. He added that the 

address was put on the sign, but they know it needs to be bigger.  They wanted something on 

there right away.   

There was discussion about the other variance(s) that were requested and granted for the same 

property.   

Percy clarified that the Code allows a sign in O/I to be 20 square feet.  The request is for 32 

square feet, which measures the entire sign face, not just the lettering. 

Smith asked if the sign is lit at light.  Alden said it is not.   
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Boucher asked if the sign had been approved by the Historical Review Commission.  Percy said it 

has not.  Alden said the applications were filed at the same time.  Blankenhorn said she delayed 

presenting it to the HRC until the decision was made on the variance request.   

Eyster asked if the sign could be cut down and saved.  Going from 20 square feet to 32 square 

feet is a big jump.  He said it looks like a billboard, it really sticks out.  Alden said if they could 

have inexpensively fixed the sign they would have already.  Because of the way it is constructed, 

it would take a complete removal and a new sign.   

There was no further testimony.  There were no communications submitted through the DSM 

office. 

Blankenhorn read the staff report.  October 4, 2023 Case: 2023-BZA-21 212 N Main ST Parcels # 

66-04563.000 & 66-04564.000 A request for a variance for signage has been submitted for 212 

N Main ST by New Directions.   The property is zoned O/I Office Institutional.  This zoning 

designation permits a single sign to be up to 20 square feet.  Ground signs are permitted to be 

up to 6’ tall and are required to be 10’ from the right of way.  These regulations were not 

changed with the last sign code update in 2018. The sign has already been installed.  It is 32 

square feet and 5’ tall.  The sign is 13.5’ behind the sidewalk.  The address was added to the 

sign after the application was made.  The address is 2” tall.  Code requires the address numbers 

to be 4” tall. This requirement was relayed to Katie at New Directions and they are in the 

process of having the address updated to be compliant.  If a variance is approved, allowing the 

sign to remain, the cost of the Zoning Permit will include a fine for installing without a permit.  

The sign will need the approval of the Historical Review Commission also. 

Simpson made a motion to accept the variance request as presented. 

Eyster noted a past variance request for a sign that was denied and it couldn’t be viewed from 

the road.  His opinion it that the difference from 20 feet to 32 feet is too large. 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [4 TO 1] 

MOVER: Susie Simpson, Member 

SECONDER: Tonya Boucher, Vice-Chairman 

AYES: Michael Percy, Susie Simpson, William Smith, Tonya Boucher 

NAYS: Otho Eyster 

EXCUSED: Kate Aryanata, Cynthia Cunningham 
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