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Board of Zoning Appeals  August 18, 2021 

Board Meeting Minutes 5:30 PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Michael Percy Chairman Present 

Susie L. Simpson Member Present 

Don Carr Vice-Chairman Present 

William Smith Member Present 

Otho Eyster Alt. Member Excused 

Tonya Boucher Member Present 

Kate Aryanata Alt. Member Present 

Others in attendance: Lacie Blankenhorn, City Development Services Manager; Mike Hillier; Joe Porter; 

Richard Primm; Brittany Whitney  

MINUTES APPROVAL 

- Board of Zoning Appeals - Board Meeting - Jul 7, 2021 5:30 PM 

The minutes were accepted with the following to be noted: The July 7 minutes for case 2021-BZA-10 showed a 
vote result of Denied [0 to 4] with nays from Percy, Carr, Smith, Boucher.  The motion was to deny the 
request.  In order for Minute Traq to record the request as denied the votes were entered as nays as though 
the motion was to accept the request.  

RESULT: ACCEPTED AS AMENDED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: Tonya Boucher, Member 

SECONDER: William Smith, Member 

AYES: Percy, Simpson, Carr, Smith, Boucher 

ABSTAIN: Aryanata 

EXCUSED: Eyster 

BZA FILES 

- 2021-BZA-14 : 500 E Vine ST - Variance for Fence Height/Location 

Richard Primm (sworn in) explained his request to construct a 5-6 feet high privacy fence beside the sidewalk 
enclosing the backyard between the house and garage.  The existing perimeter hedges would be removed and 
replaced with the fence.  He cited safety for his children as a primary reason.   
Mike Hillier (sworn in) spoke in support of the request.  Suggesting the fence would be similar to the 
vegetation that has been present there for years. 
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Mr. Carr suggested the fence be ran from the corner of the home to the garage.  Mr. Percy pointed out a 
variance would not be required for that and that Mr. Primm submitted a request for a variance from the Code.  
Mr. Primm explained, while referencing the drawing included in his application packet, that locating the fence 
in line with the corner of his home would decrease his enclosed yard area by 400 square feet.   
Materials were discussed and Mr. Primm was open to recommendations, though the Code does note regulate 
materials allowed.   
Ms. Boucher made a motion to accept the request as presented.  

RESULT: DENIED [2 TO 3] 

MOVER: Tonya Boucher, Member 

SECONDER: Susie L. Simpson, Member 

AYES: Simpson, Boucher 

NAYS: Percy, Carr, Smith 

ABSTAIN: Aryanata 

EXCUSED: Eyster 

- 2021-BZA-16 : 104 Oakway DR - Variance for Front Yard Setback 

Joe Porter (sworn in) explained his request for a reduced front yard setback so he can build a 12’ x 7’ wood 

deck on the front of his home.  The deck will not be any closer to the street than the existing sidewalk that 

leads to the front door from the driveway.  The requested setback is 25.4’, based on a survey.   

Mike Hillier (sworn in) spoke in support of the request. 

There was discussion about whether the deck would be centered on the home.  Mr. Porter explained the deck 

would stop prior to the hose bib on the left side of the front door.   

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the request.   

RESULT: ACCEPTED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: William Smith, Member 

SECONDER: Don Carr, Vice-Chairman 

AYES: Percy, Carr, Smith, Boucher, Aryanata 

ABSTAIN: Simpson 

EXCUSED: Eyster 

BZA PROCEDURES 

Discussion about motion formatting  
- Limitations of MinuteTraq: Request Adopted or Denied 
 

There was an informal discussion about how to format motions in the positive so alleviate voting confusion and 
assist entry into the MinuteTraq program.  There have been multiple occasions where the motion is to deny the 
request.  Then voters are unsure whether to say yes or no.  When the majority vote yes to deny the request 
Mrs. Blankenhorn explained the motion should present a question that will allow the voter to answer whether or 
not they approve the request.  Mr. Percy explained alterations may be made to the request for approval, but the 
motion should still be positive.  Mr. Percy emphasized the limitations of the software.  Mr. Carr did not agree with 
this.   
It was generally understood by the majority why motions in the positive are preferable; a formal motion and vote 
was not taken. 

ADJOURN 

The recording equipment did not capture the meeting. 
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 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Board of Zoning Appeals 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  
  Category: N/A 
 DEFEATED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 
  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 
 BZA FILE (ID # 2376) DOC ID: 2376  
 

2021-BZA-14 : 500 E VINE ST - VARIANCE FOR FENCE HEIGHT/LOCATION 

Item Number 2021-BZA-14 
Site Address 500 E Vine ST 
Parcel Number 66-01063.000 
Zoning District R-1 Single Family District 
Presented By Richard Primm 
 

Quick Guide to Codified Ordinance Sections (may not be inclusive): 
 1178 Fences and Hedges 

 
Request: Mr. and Mrs. Primm would like to install a 5-6-foot fence beside the sidewalk 
in their backyard.  The privacy fence would go along the sidewalk and driveway.  See 
application packet for additional details. 
 
 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Richard Primm (sworn in) explained his request to construct a 5-6 feet high privacy fence beside 
the sidewalk enclosing the backyard between the house and garage.  The existing perimeter 
hedges would be removed and replaced with the fence.  He cited safety for his children as a 
primary reason.   

Mike Hillier (sworn in) spoke in support of the request.  Suggesting the fence would be similar 
to the vegetation that has been present there for years. 

Mr. Carr suggested the fence be ran from the corner of the home to the garage.  Mr. Percy 
pointed out a variance would not be required for that and that Mr. Primm submitted a request 
for a variance from the Code.  

Mr. Primm explained, while referencing the drawing included in his application packet, that 
locating the fence in line with the corner of his home would decrease his enclosed yard area by 
400 square feet.   

Materials were discussed and Mr. Primm was open to recommendations, though the Code does 
note regulate materials allowed.   

Ms. Boucher made a motion to accept the request as presented.  

3.1

Packet Pg. 3
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RESULT: DENIED [2 TO 3] 

MOVER: Tonya Boucher, Member 

SECONDER: Susie L. Simpson, Member 

AYES: Susie L. Simpson, Tonya Boucher 

NAYS: Michael Percy, Don Carr, William Smith 

ABSTAIN: Kate Aryanata 

EXCUSED: Otho Eyster 

3.1

Packet Pg. 4
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 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Board of Zoning Appeals 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  
  Category: N/A 
 ADOPTED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 
  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 
 BZA FILE (ID # 2377) DOC ID: 2377  
 

2021-BZA-16 : 104 OAKWAY DR - VARIANCE FOR FRONT YARD SETBACK 

Item Number 2021-BZA-16 
Site Address 104 Oakway DR 
Parcel Number 66-00763.000 
Zoning District R-1 Single Family District 
Presented By Joseph Porter 
 

Quick Guide to Codified Ordinance Sections (may not be inclusive): 
 1160.02 Development Standards (R-1 Single Family District) 

 
Request: Mr. Porter is requesting a variance from the required front yard setback (30’) 
to build a deck on the front of his home that will be 25.4’ from the property line.  See the 
application packet for additional details. 
 
 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

Joe Porter (sworn in) explained his request for a reduced front yard setback so he can build a 

12’ x 7’ wood deck on the front of his home.  The deck will not be any closer to the street than 

the existing sidewalk that leads to the front door from the driveway.  The requested setback is 

25.4’, based on a survey.   

Mike Hillier (sworn in) spoke in support of the request. 

There was discussion about whether the deck would be centered on the home.  Mr. Porter 

explained the deck would stop prior to the hose bib on the left side of the front door.   

Mr. Smith made a motion to approve the request.   

RESULT: ACCEPTED [5 TO 0] 

MOVER: William Smith, Member 

SECONDER: Don Carr, Vice-Chairman 

AYES: Percy, Carr, Smith, Boucher, Aryanata 

ABSTAIN: Susie L. Simpson 

EXCUSED: Otho Eyster 
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