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Board of Zoning Appeals  July 20, 2022 

Board Meeting Minutes 5:30 PM 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

Attendee Name Title Status 

Michael Percy Chairman Present 

Susie L. Simpson Member Present 

William Smith Member Excused 

Otho Eyster Alt. Member Excused 

Tonya Boucher Member Present 

Kate Aryanata Alt. Member Present 

Cynthia Cunningham Member Present 

Others in attendance: City Development Services Manager, Lacie Blankenhorn; City Law Director, P. Rob. 

Broeren; Lee Luebke; Karen Luebke 

VICE-CHAIR ELECTION 

- elect Ms. Cunningham as Vice Chair 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tonya Boucher, Member 

SECONDER: Susie L. Simpson, Member 

AYES: Percy, Simpson, Boucher, Aryanata, Cunningham 

EXCUSED: Smith, Eyster 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

- Board of Zoning Appeals - Board Meeting - Jul 6, 2022 5:30 PM 

RESULT: ACCEPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Tonya Boucher, Member 

SECONDER: Cynthia Cunningham, Member 

AYES: Percy, Simpson, Boucher, Aryanata, Cunningham 

EXCUSED: Smith, Eyster 

BZA FILES 

- 2022-BZA-20 : 507 N Catherine ST - Variance for Accessory Structure Height 
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L. Luebke (sworn in) explained he replaced a rotten structure with a new construction.  After speaking with the 

Development Services Manager he found out he could not build the size he wanted due to the code limiting 

the size based on the size of his home.  He built a 20’ x 20’ with a 10’ porch to utilize the existing concrete pad 

of the old structure.  He did not know about the height restriction.  The building is 18 inches too tall.   

Percy asked Luebke if he obtained a Zoning Permit prior to construction.   

L. Luebke said he made arrangements with an Amish crew to build a barn.  The Amish called on a Monday and 

said they could be there Tuesday.  Luebke said he did not get his permits.  He had trouble finding a dumpster 

after the storm that moved through the area.  The man that tore the building down took the rubble to 

Martinsburg.  He visited the Engineering Office on Thursday to apply for permits, demolition and zoning.  He 

had already applied for a fence permit, which he paid for when he was applying for the other permits.  He 

received a message from the Development Services Manager about needing a variance for the height.  He was 

not able to print the application because his computer quit working after the storm.   

Broeren asked when the structure was built. 

Luebke said it was in the process of being built when he got the approval for the demolition, the week of June 

13.  They started on a Tuesday.  The Property Maintenance Enforcement Officer stopped at his house.   

Broeren asked if the building was finished without the permit.  Leubke said yes, it was.  Leubke thought it 

would be ok to get the permits later.   

Percy said the whole point of the permitting process is to avoid these problems in advance.   

Linda Carrier of 502 N Catherine ST left a voicemail with the Development Services Manager stating she is ok 

with the construction and she does not have any complaints. 

Staff Report: July 20, 2022 Case: 2022-BZA-20 507 N Catherine ST, Parcel #66-00516.000  Lee Luebke requests 

a variance for the height of an accessory structure to exceed the 18’ maximum set by Code §1173.06(c), for an 

overall peak height of 19.5’.   A 1-½ story accessory structure was removed from the property, see picture 

below.  The new accessory structure was built on the site of the removed structure without a permit.  The 

applicant was aware that a permit is required, per a phone conversation with the Development Services 

Manager earlier this year.  The newly constructed accessory structure does not appear overly large and is 

similar to the razed structure that it replaces.  The zoning staff supports this request for an increased height of 

19.5 feet for the accessory structure.  

Percy asked if the height of the structure that was torn down is known.  Luebke did not.  Luebke stated it did 

have a full loft.   

Simpson made a motion to accept the variance request as presented.   

RESULT: ACCEPTED [3 TO 2] 

MOVER: Susie L. Simpson, Member 

SECONDER: Tonya Boucher, Member 

AYES: Boucher, Aryanata, Cunningham 

NAYS: Percy, Simpson 

EXCUSED: Smith, Eyster 

ADJOURN 

- Adjourn Motion 

Cunningham made a motion to adjourn the meeting, Boucher seconded and the meeting was adjourned at 
5:44 PM 
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 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting: 07/20/22 5:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Board of Zoning Appeals 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  
  Category: N/A 
 ADOPTED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 
  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 
 BZA FILE (ID # 3594) DOC ID: 3594  
 
2022-BZA-20 : 507 N CATHERINE ST - VARIANCE FOR ACCESSORY STRUCTURE 

HEIGHT 

Item Number 2022-BZA-20 
Site Address 507 N Catherine ST 
Parcel Number 66-00516.000 
Zoning District R-1 
Presented By Lee Luebke 
 

Quick Guide to Codified Ordinance Sections (may not be inclusive): 
 1173.06(c) General Requirements (accessory buildings) 

 
Request: Asking to keep additional 1.5 feet at roof peak, intended for a better 
construction.  Roof is metal and pitch allows for better run off of rain and snow to 
prevent any damage.  Also need slightly more height for porch header and roof. 
 
 
COMMENTS - Current Meeting: 

L. Luebke (sworn in) explained he replaced a rotten structure with a new construction.  After 

speaking with the Development Services Manager he found out he could not build the size he 

wanted due to the code limiting the size based on the size of his home.  He built a 20’ x 20’ with 

a 10’ porch to utilize the existing concrete pad of the old structure.  He did not know about the 

height restriction.  The building is 18 inches too tall.   

Percy asked Luebke if he obtained a Zoning Permit prior to construction.   

L. Luebke said he made arrangements with an Amish crew to build a barn.  The Amish called on 

a Monday and said they could be there Tuesday.  Luebke said he did not get his permits.  He 

had trouble finding a dumpster after the storm that moved through the area.  The man that 

tore the building down took the rubble to Martinsburg.  He visited the Engineering Office on 

Thursday to apply for permits, demolition and zoning.  He had already applied for a fence 

permit, which he paid for when he was applying for the other permits.  He received a message 

from the Development Services Manager about needing a variance for the height.  He was not 

able to print the application because his computer quit working after the storm.   

Broeren asked when the structure was built. 
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Luebke said it was in the process of being built when he got the approval for the demolition, 

the week of June 13.  They started on a Tuesday.  The Property Maintenance Enforcement 

Officer stopped at his house.   

Broeren asked if the building was finished without the permit.  Leubke said yes, it was.  Leubke 

thought it would be ok to get the permits later.   

Percy said the whole point of the permitting process is to avoid these problems in advance.   

Linda Carrier of 502 N Catherine ST left a voicemail with the Development Services Manager 

stating she is ok with the construction and she does not have any complaints. 

Staff Report: July 20, 2022 Case: 2022-BZA-20 507 N Catherine ST, Parcel #66-00516.000  Lee 

Luebke requests a variance for the height of an accessory structure to exceed the 18’ maximum 

set by Code §1173.06(c), for an overall peak height of 19.5’.   A 1-½ story accessory structure 

was removed from the property, see picture below.  The new accessory structure was built on 

the site of the removed structure without a permit.  The applicant was aware that a permit is 

required, per a phone conversation with the Development Services Manager earlier this year.  

The newly constructed accessory structure does not appear overly large and is similar to the 

razed structure that it replaces.  The zoning staff supports this request for an increased height 

of 19.5 feet for the accessory structure.  

Percy asked if the height of the structure that was torn down is known.  Luebke did not.  Luebke 

stated it did have a full loft.   

Simpson made a motion to accept the variance request as presented.   

RESULT: ACCEPTED [3 TO 2] 

MOVER: Susie L. Simpson, Member 

SECONDER: Tonya Boucher, Member 

AYES: Tonya Boucher, Kate Aryanata, Cynthia Cunningham 

NAYS: Michael Percy, Susie L. Simpson 

EXCUSED: William Smith, Otho Eyster 
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