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Board of Zoning Appeals  July 7, 2021 

Board Meeting Agenda 5:30 PM 

 
 

 

CALL TO ORDER 

MINUTES APPROVAL 

- Board of Zoning Appeals - Board Meeting - Jun 16, 2021 5:30 PM 

BZA FILES 

- 2021-BZA-10 : 405 N Mulberry ST - Variance for Front & Side Yard Setbacks 

- 2021-BZA-09 : 600 Clinton ST - Variance for Fence Height or Location 

- 2021-BZA-13 : 305 S Division ST - Conditional Use Permit for Residential in a 
GB District 

ADJOURN AT THE CALL OF THE CHAIRMAN 
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 Board of Zoning Appeals Meeting: 07/07/21 5:30 PM 

 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Board of Zoning Appeals 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  
  Category: N/A 
 TABLED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 
  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 
 BZA FILE (ID # 2341) DOC ID: 2341  
 

2021-BZA-10 : 405 N MULBERRY ST - VARIANCE FOR FRONT & SIDE YARD 
SETBACKS 

Item Number 2021-BZA-10 
Site Address 405 N Mulberry ST 
Parcel Number 66-00900.000 
Zoning District R-1 Single Family District 
Presented By Steven Leighty 
 

Quick Guide to Codified Ordinance Sections (may not be inclusive): 
 1160.02 R-1 Single Family District Development Standards 
 
 1173.04; .06; .10 Regulation of Accessory Uses and Buildings; General 
Requirements; Accessory Buildings Used for Storage 

 
Request: Mr. and Mrs. Leighty request to build a 12’ wide x 30’ deep Colonial Style, 
gabled roof carriage barn, similar to the one that was on this spot the era of 1910-1920.  
It was a horse stable & then a taxi cab garage.  See attached photo of spot for new 
building. 
 
 
HISTORY: 

06/16/21 Board of Zoning Appeals TABLED   

Steven Leighty (sworn in) explained that he would like to build a building out to the front side of 
his home to replicate a carriage/stable and a taxi cab garage that was there in the 1920's. When 
he bought the property in 1978 there was only a little bit of the brick foundation remaining. He 
would like to build a 12’x30’ rustic pine building and put a metal standing seam roof on the 
building with a carriage style door with the big hinges and the old-fashioned handles.  

 Mr. Percy asked if he was asking for a 5 feet set back instead of the standard 30 feet set 
back in the front and on the side yard is it right up to the property line? 

 Mr. Leighty stated he has an old concrete wall that is his and the proposed garage would 
be about a foot from the wall and 2 to 2.5 feet from his house. Mr. Leighty said the garage 
would not be on the property line as it is on the other side of the wall.  There is a pin that he 
hasn't dug up for years but is on the north side of the wall. 

 Mr. Percy stated to Mr. Leighty that it would have to be 5 feet from the property line 
and if it is closer than that it has to have a variance.  
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 Mr. Leighty stated that it would not be 5 feet, it would be closer. 

 Mr. Percy stated that he needed to know how many feet from the pin he is going to be 
in order grant the variance.  Also lot coverage exceeding 35% is an issue.  

 Mr. Leighty stated that he is 6 feet back from the sidewalk but would only be 3 feet in 
from the pin from the north side. 

 Mr. Percy asked Mr. Leighty if he is going to be 6 feet back instead of the required 30 
feet. Mr. Percy also asked if it is going to be 6 feet or 5 feet? He said the picture that they        
were given says 5 feet.  

 Mr. Leighty stated that there is a pin in the front at Mulberry Street and there is a pin in 
the back at Walnut Alley. 

 Mrs. Blankenhorn stated that the measurement should come from that pin, not the 
sidewalk.  

 Mr. Percy stated that his concern is that we need the measurement from that pin to 
make the variance request correct. If we do something different than it actually is we can go 
through all of this and approve it and then you measure it and it is not right you would have to 
start the whole process over. Mr. Percy stated if you withdraw your application, it appears that 
we are going to meeting again in July, you could withdraw and get the actual dimensions 
because he does not know if we have the complete information at this point. If you would do 
that then on July 7 we could make it on the actual  measurements.  

 Mr. Percy stated that he has to know where the pin is in the front so he knows where he 
is granting him his variance for. Mr. Percy stated that he did not think he had the full 
information to do that.  Mr. Percy stated that if we approve 6 feet and you go this why or that 
way you would have to start all over again.  

  Mr. Percy told Mr. Leighty if he withdraws the application and provides more accurate 
information with the actual measurements you will not have to pay the fee again and Mrs. 
Blankenhorn could put you on the July 7, 2021 meeting. 

 Mr. Leighty asked how he could find the front pin. 

 Mrs. Blankenhorn told him that if he could locate one of the pins and knows the 
dimensions of his lot he could pull a measurement from that to get in the general area to locate 
it. 

 Mr. Leighty asked to table the variance until next month. 

 Mr. Hillier stated just for verification the Code required set back from the pin is what? 

 Mr. Percy stated 30 feet is code requirement, five feet from the side yard for a detached 
structure and the other thing that they are going to run into on this is over the 35% lot coverage 
standard.  

 Mr. Percy stated that the variance consists of the set back from the front pin, a side yard 
variance of 5 feet and a total lot coverage which can't exceed 35%. 
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 Mr. Hillier told Mr. Leighty if the pin is in the corner of the wall you are at 0 and you are 
then asking for a variance of 30 feet. 

 Mr. Leighty stated that he would like to table the variance request until the next 
meeting. 

 Mr. Carr made a motion to table the application 2021-BZA-10 until the next July 7, 2021 
meeting. Mr. Smith seconded the motion. AIF, motion carries.  
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5/26/2021 The City of Mount Vernon Mail - Fwd: 1155.14. Application and Standards For Variances.

https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=719d5008a5&view=pt&search=all&permmsgid=msg-f%3A1692416828015214032&simpl=msg-f%3A16924168280… 1/1

Lacie Blankenhorn <dsm@mountvernonohio.org>

Fwd: 1155.14. Application and Standards For Variances. 
steve leighty <steveleighty11@gmail.com> Mon, Feb 22, 2021 at 12:20 PM
To: dsm@mountvernonohio.org

Lacie, Is this ok ? I have to go to Staples to have it printed. Thanks Steven Leighty 

Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message: 

From: Steven Leighty <leighty.steve@icloud.com> 
Date: February 22, 2021 at 12:10:04 PM EST 
To: steve leighty <steveleighty11@gmail.com> 
Subject: 1155.14. Application and Standards For Variances. 

                     1155.14. Application and Standards For Variances.
              Steven W. Leighty,405 North Mulberry St, Mt. Vernon, Ohio 43050
                          Phone # 7405048555.
                 Single family residence.
                Wanting to build a garage to replace an old structure that was on
                  This same site until approximately 1925. It was a carriage house
                    And later a taxi cab garage.
                      Yes I will pay the required fee.
                     Yes I will conform to the following standards:

1.  The new building  will be accord with the general purpose imposed,and will not be injurious to the
area or public welfare.

2. I will not use it for anything that is not permitted.
3. Want to get this building to look as original as the one in the 1920 Era.
4. No profits  in any way on this project.
5. Yes. I need the variance for the reasonable use of the land and new building.
6. It will not  impair an adequate supply of light and air to adjacent property.
7. This will not confer any special privileges to me on other lands or structures or buildings in the same

district.

Sent from my iPad
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 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Board of Zoning Appeals 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  
  Category: N/A 
 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 
  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 
 BZA FILE (ID # 2354) DOC ID: 2354  
 
2021-BZA-09 : 600 CLINTON ST - VARIANCE FOR FENCE HEIGHT OR LOCATION 

Item Number 2021-BZA-09 
Site Address 600 N Clinton ST 
Parcel Number 66-06918.000 
Zoning District R-1 Single Family District 
Presented By Dawn Kramer 
 

Quick Guide to Codified Ordinance Sections (may not be inclusive): 
 1178 Fences and Hedges 

 
Request: Ms. Kramer would like to install a 6’ high chain link fence on the lower half of 
her property running along N Clinton ST and Spring ST. 
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 City of Mount Vernon Dept: Board of Zoning Appeals 
 Mount Vernon, OH  43050  
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 SCHEDULED Prepared By: Lacie Blankenhorn 
  Initiator: Lacie Blankenhorn 
 BZA FILE (ID # 2355) DOC ID: 2355  
 

2021-BZA-13 : 305 S DIVISION ST - CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT FOR 
RESIDENTIAL IN A GB DISTRICT 

Item Number 2021-BZA-13 
Site Address 305 S Division ST 
Parcel Number 66-03056.000; 66-03057.000; 66-02982.000 
Zoning District GB – General Business 
Presented By Jesse Ashcraft 
 

Quick Guide to Codified Ordinance Sections (may not be inclusive): 
 1167 – General Business District 
 1155.22 – 155.27 Conditional Use Permit 
 1160 – R-1 Single Family District 

 
Request: Mr. Ashcraft would like to establish a residence on this GB – General 
Business property.  See application for his detailed plan.  
 
 
Other considerations: Variance(s) for Dwelling Size, Setbacks 
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